
 

Ephesians 
 

I.  Introduction: 

A. This church was established by Paul on his Second Missionary Journey.  

Acts 18:1-21 

B. He left Priscilla and Aquila there and later returned to spend almost three years. 

(Sept 53–May 56 A.D.) cf Acts 20 

C. Paul had already written: Galatians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Corinthians and 

Romans. 

D. He wrote this book during his First Roman Imprisonment in Autumn of 60 A. D. 

E. Ephesus was the capitol city of the province of Asia Minor and was surrounded 

by 230 independent communities. 

F. It was said that all of Asia had “heard the Word of the Lord.”  Acts 19:10 

G. He had taught and established elders/overseers in the church. Acts 20 

H. This epistle is a review of Basic Doctrines with special emphasis on how they 

relate to each other. 
 

II. Outline: 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

1. Grace Plan (1:3-14) 

2. Grace Confidence (1:15-23) 

3. Grace Salvation (2:1-10) 

4. Grace Unity (2:11-22) 

5. Grace Ministry (3:1-13) 

6. Grace Desires (3:14-19) 

7. Grace Abundance (3:20-21) 

C. The Walk of the Church–Peace (4:1–6:24) 

1. Peace in the Church (4:1-16) 

2. Peace of Soul (4:17-24) 

3. Peace with your Neighbor (4:25-32) 

4. Peace with God (5:1-2) 

5. Peace in your Lifestyle (5:3-14) 

6. Peace in Worship (5:15-21) 

7. Peace in Marriage (5:22-33) 

8. Peace in Family (6:1-4) 

9. Peace in Vocation (6:5-9) 

10. Peace through Strength (6:10-20) 

11. Peace through Communication (6:21-22) 

12. Peace and Grace (6:23-24) 
 

His grace initiates to stimulate appreciation of it through our faith, hope and love which 

results in peace so that we may glorify Him and offer praise. 

 

Commands (41 in 155 verses): 2:11; 4:25,26(3),27,28(2),29,30,31,32; 

5:1,2,3,5,6,7,8,11(2),14(2),15,17(2),18(2),25,33; 6:1,2,4(2),5,9,10,11,13,14,17 
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Ephesians 1:1-2 

Grace and Peace 

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

 

Eph 1:1 = Introduction 
 

Paul, (PAULOS), an apostle (APOSTOLOS) of Christ Jesus by the will of God (DIA + 

THEL8MA – refers to the gracious design rather than the determined resolve; expresses 

desire more than volitional choice cf. BOULOMAI) to the saints (HAGIOS = set apart, for 

service; believers) who are at Ephesus, and who are faithful (PISTOS = quality of lifestyle) 

in Christ Jesus (requirement of a saint is “In” Christ): 
 

1:1 L.T. = Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the gracious design of God to the saints 

who are at Ephesus, and who are faithful in Christ Jesus: 
 

Summary: 

1.  Paul’s position was by God’s Grace and not from his own merit. 

2.  This letter is for ‘faithful” saints, namely those who are consistently advancing in the 

Christian Life. 

3.  Let us note that “faithful” saints may still be lacking in confidence in Grace. cf. 1:18 

4.  The next paragraph will tell us of our benefits “in Him.” 

 

Principle: Great believers have great appreciation for God’s will. 

 

Principle: They also appreciate others who are faithful. 

 

Eph 1:2 =  God and Paul’s Desire 
 

Grace (CHARIS = unmerited favor of God) to you and peace (EIR8N8 = absence of 

hostility, enmity) from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

1:2 L.T. = Grace to you and peace from God our father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Summary: 

1. Grace and Peace can only be appropriated from the Ultimate Source. 

2. This verse sets the outline of this letter. cf. 6:23-24 

3. Grace is the Plan of the Trinity. 

4. Peace comes through the appropriation of Grace. 

5. “To grow in grace” means to come to an appreciation of what is already there and 

thus take hold of life. Col 2:6 

6. This first section is designed to get us to realize the extent of our blessings. 

7. There is only one command in the first three chapters, in 2:11. Eph 2:11-14 

Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
"Uncircumcision" by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human 
hands 12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
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without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ.  

8. The command is a reminder of the central truth that we are “one in Christ.” 

 

Principle: God’s grace and peace is at the heart of theology for mankind. 

 

Principle: God’s grace is needed to learn to correctly apply truth and experience peace 

of soul in time. 
 

“Grace (CHARIS)” in Ephesians. 1:2,6,7; 2:5,7,8; 3:2,7,8; 4:7,29,32; 6:24 

 

“Peace (EIR8N8)” in Ephesians. 1:2; 2:14,15,17; 4:3; 6:15,23 
 

Uses of CHARIS in Ephesians: 

1:2   =   as a desire of others 

1:6   =   worthy of praise 

1:7   =   riches to forgive 

2:5   =   saved by grace 

2:7   =   God wants to show it. 

2:8   =   Saved by grace 

3:2   =   He has given us a stewardship. 

3:7   =   We minister by grace. 

3:8   =   We are to communicate it. 

4:7   =   We have an infinite quantity. 

4:29 =   We are to display it to others. 

4:32 =   We must forgive others. (verb) 

6:24  =   It is appreciated by those who love the Lord. 
 

Uses of EIR8N8 in Ephesians: 

1:2   =   As a desire for others 

2:14   =  The Lord is our Peace. 

2:15  =  Is for all men 

2:17  =  Jesus preached it. 

4: 3   =  We are to be diligent to preserve it. 

6:15  =  We are to spread it. 

6:23  =   We are to desire for others. 

 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

Grace Plan 
 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

1. Grace Plan (1:3-14) 

 

Eph 1:3 = Our Response to Grace-Speak Well of God the Father. 
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Blessed (EULOG8TOS = a good word; what Paul is getting ready to do) be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us (d.a. + Aor Act Ptc. EULOGEW = done 

in past) with every spiritual blessing (EULOGIA) in heavenly places in Christ, 
 

L.T. = Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul first lets us know the source and extent of blessing via good words. 

2. We must come to realize how much we are already blessed because all the 

blessings of heaven are already ours. 

3. Paul will list eight of “God’s Grace Actions” in this sentence. 

a. He blessed us. v3  

b. He chose us. v4 

c. He predestined us. v5 

d. He freely bestowed grace on us. v6 

e.  He lavished grace on us. v8 

f.  He made information known to us about His Son. v9 

g. He gave us an inheritance. v11 

h.  He sealed us with his promise. v13     

4. The source and extent of blessings direct us to focus our attention on truly 

important things. Col 3:1-2 
If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that 
are on earth. 

5.  Paul is going to teach us how to “speak good” about God. 

6. The major reasons concern His past, present and future displays of Grace. 

7.  The “Bottom Line” of this sentence is that since He blessed us we are to bless Him. 

 

Principle: We should speak well of Him who has spoken well to us. 

 

Eph 1:4 = Grace Action #2–Divine Selection through Opportunity. 
 

just as (KATHWS = direct relationship to His blessing us) He chose (Aor Mid Ind 

EKLEGW = 22x; to speak out of; select, choose) us in Him (EN AUTW = a recurring 

theme in this paragraph; positional truth) before the foundation (KATABOL8 = a casting 

down or according to a standard; a disorderly foundation; prior to the fall of Satan) of 

the world (KOSMOS) that we should be (lit: in order for us to be) holy (HAGIOS = set apart, 

usable) and blameless (AMWMOS = 7X; cf. 5:27, without blemish; Col 1:22; Jude 24 what 

He wants us to be; Heb 9:14 and 1 Pet 1:19 describe what He was; Rev 14:5 cf. 144,000 

no lies in them) before Him. In love (goes best with next phrase) 
 

1:4 L.T. = just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, in order for us 

to be holy and without blemish before Him, in love 
 

Summary: 

1. Before time began God foreknew who would believe in His son. cf. 1:13 
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In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation —  
having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  

2. His twofold intent for believers is to be holy (useable) and without blemish (honest). 

3. He chose those He foreknew would choose Him. 1 Pet 1:2; Rom 8:29 

1 Pet 1:1-2 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 2 according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may 
obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest 

measure. Rom 8:29-30 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become 
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; 
30 and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also 
justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.  

4. This does not make God subservient to man’s volition, but rather transcendent over 

man’s volition, and displays His Omniscience in the court of history. 

5. The term “Election” refers to a choice and its usages indicate a calling to have a 

specific role in God’s Plan. Usages of EKLEGW. 

a.  The term is more concerned with election to function than election to salvation.  

John 15:16 
"You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and 
bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My 
name, He may give to you. 

b.  Israel was God’s ‘Elect” but it did not mean that everyone in Israel was saved. 

Acts 13:17 
"The God of this people Israel chose our fathers, and made the people great during 
their stay in the land of Egypt, and with an uplifted arm He led them out from it.  

c.  The Lord chose Judas, but he was not saved.  John 6:70 
Jesus answered them, "Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a 
devil?" 

d.  The Lord chose a select group of disciples out of a larger group of disciples. The 

use of the term disciple indicates that the larger group was probably believers as 

well.     Luke 6:13 
And when day came, He called His disciples to Him; and chose twelve of them, whom 
He also named as apostles:  

e.  God chose the poor to be rich in faith, but that does not mean all poor people are 

saved. Jas 2:5 
Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?  

6. The main point of this passage is that God’s choosing of believers to become holy 

and honest is a display of His grace. 

7. His Grace is eternal, as we will never deserve His Blessings. 

8. Some people believe that God’s “election” based on His Omniscience of knowing 

who will believe in His Son, but rather they believe it is unconditional and that He will 

make His grace is irresistible to those He “elected.” Biblically both Judas and 

individuals within Israel were “elected” and thus resisted His Grace. 

9. Those who believe in Unconditional Election and Irresistible Grace can’t seem to 

grasp how God can bring His prophetic plan to fruition while giving mankind 

freedom of choice. cf Rev 20:15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book 
of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  
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10.  Is not God great enough to give mankind freedom of choice and still bring His Plan      

to fruition? 

11.  If election to salvation were a matter of Gods Sovereign Will, then all mankind would 

be saved. 1 Tim 2:3-4 
This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved 

and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 2 Pet 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, 
as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to 
come to repentance. 

12.  It is grace because all mankind has to “do” is believe in Jesus as Messiah, in order 

to confirm the selection made in eternity past. The merit is in the object of faith 

therefore it is not a work of man but the work of God. John 6:28-29 
They said therefore to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?" 29 Jesus 
answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has 
sent." 

 

Principle: Those who would believe were foreknown in eternity past. 

 

Eph 1:5 =  Grace Action #3–Divine Desire. 
 

(carry over “In Love”) He predestined (Aor Act Ptc PROORIDZW = having marked out 

beforehand; 6X; Acts 4:28; Rom 8:29, 30; Eph 1:5, 11; Acts 4:28 = to do whatever your 

hand and purpose predestined to occur; God’s hidden wisdom was predestined; it 

refers to marking out a boundary, hence to determine) us to adoption as sons 

(HOIOTHESIA = place as a son) through Jesus Christ to (EIS = into) Himself, according to 

the kind intention (EUDOKIA = to think well) of His will (THEL8MA = a resultant desire; 

desired will; Gracious Design), 
 

1:5 L.T. = (In love) having marked us out beforehand into adoption as sons through 

Jesus Christ into Himself, according to the kind intention of His desired will, 

 

Summary: 

1. God’s Grace, which is an expression of His Love, marked out the requirements to 

have a personal relationship with Him. 

2. His foreknowledge of our belief and resultant selection led to His decision to 

establish a position of importance for us. 

3. This position with God is only available through faith in His Son. 

4. To mark out a boundary (predestine) does not mean to eliminate choice but rather to 

encourage one to make the right decision. This is illustrated by the sheepfold 

described by Jesus Christ. John 10:1-2 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but 
climbs up some other way, he is a thief and a robber. 2 "But he who enters by the door is a 
shepherd of the sheep.  

5. An Omniscient God does not need to eliminate the ability to choose that He gave to 

His creation in order to carry out His Plan. 

6. Our God not only has good intentions but good actions. 

7. “Predestination” is God’s provision for relationship with Him through His Son via 

Grace. 
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Principle: God’s love actively seeks people to believe in His Son so that a new family 

relationship can occur. 

 

Eph 1:6 =  Grace Action #4–Relationship is a Desired Result of Grace 
 

to the praise (EPAINOS = 11x; cf. v12, 14, strong form of AINOS; denotes approbation, 

commendation, praise) of the glory (DOXA = the exhibition of His character and 

operations) of His grace (CHARIS), which He freely bestowed (Aor Act Ind CHARIDZOMAI) 

on us in the Beloved (Perf Pas Ptc AGAPAW). 
  

1:6 L.T. = to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the 

Beloved, 
 

Summary: 

1. God’s grace blessing given to us, as seen in the Divine Selection and the Divine 

Provision for relationship with Him, should result in praise. 

2. Grace is the manifestation of God’s Plan that comes from His Character, which is his 

Glory. 

3. Those who don’t see it haven’t been looking. 

4. Grace is a free gift to us in the Beloved because the Beloved paid the price for our 

relationship with the Father. Matt 3:16-17 
And after being baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens 
were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon Him, 17 
and behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-
pleased." 

5. When we walk by Grace (Col 2:6) and do not judge our brother, the Lord will praise 

us when He returns. 1 Cor 4:5 
Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who 
will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's 
hearts; and then each man's praise will come to him from God.  

6. When we keep our faith in the Lord during the pressures of life, He will praise us.  

1 Pet 1:6-7 
In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
distressed by various trials, 7 that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which 
is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  
 

Principle: Grace is given, displayed, and exemplified in Jesus the Christ. 2 Cor 8:9 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake 
He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. 

 

Eph 1:7 =  Results of Grace 
 

In Him (EN AUTW) we have (Pres Act Ind ECHW = a fact!) redemption (APOLUTRWSIS = 

10X; a releasing on payment of a ransom, it is used of deliverance from physical torture 

Heb 11:35 and for the Rapture cf. 4:30; Lk 21:28; it is also clearly used as it is here for 

the “forgiveness of sins” cf. Col 1:14) through His blood (the work of Christ on the 

Cross), the forgiveness of trespasses (APHESIS + PARAPTWMA = 23x; trespasses; a false 
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step; a blunder, a deviation from uprightness and truth; cf. 2:1 where it is translated this 

way; i.e., even the ones made by accident or the ones you were deceived in to–like Eve), 
according to the riches of His grace, 
 

1:7 L.T. = in Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of trespasses, 

according to the riches of His grace, 
 

Summary: 

1. As Believers we are in possession of a promissory note we once owed to the 

Righteous God that has been marked “PAID IN FULL!” Col 2:13-14 
And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He 
made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having 
canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to 
us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 

2. The price was the “Blood” of His Son. 

3. “Blood” is a word picture that is used of His physical death, but He also tasted 

spiritual death on the cross. Isa 53:9; 2 Cor 5:21 

4. Mankind can relate to physical pain and maybe can imagine the Cross, to get some 

idea of Christ’s sufferings. 

5. There is no experience for mere man that compares to His spiritual sufferings, which 

infinitely exceeded His physical suffering. 

6. To pay the price for all the personal sins and the problem of sin itself, Christ had to 

die spiritually and physically. Gen 2:17 

7. The Lord’s “bank account” was more than sufficient to pay the price for every sin of 

mankind. 

 

Principle: The immeasurable debt owed for our sins was more than paid for by His 

substitutionary death in our place. 

 

Eph 1:8 = Grace Action #5 
 

which (Grace) He lavished upon us (Aor Act Ind PERISSEUW = poured out in abundant 

measure, not just a little grace, but more than we will ever imagine this side of eternity; 

at salvation He poured out on us more than we will ever need). In all wisdom (SOPHIA = 

looks at the application of intelligence in a timely and effective manner) and insight 

(PHRONESIS) (goes with next phrase) 
 

1:8 L.T. = which He lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight     
 

Summary: 

1. God poured out more Grace on us than we will ever need. 

2. No sin can make us a casualty in the Angelic Conflict unless we let it. 

3. We cannot do anything apart from Him, but we can do all things through Him.       

Php 4:13 

 

Principle: There was more than enough grace to pay for our sins. 
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Eph 1:9 = Grace Action # 6–Knowledge 
 

(In all wisdom and insight) He made known (Aor Act Ptc GNWRIDZW = having made 

known) to us the mystery (MUSTERION = 28x; that which was previously not well known) 

of His will (THEL8MA = desired will; gracious design), according to His kind intention 

(EUDOKIA = to think well; good intention) which He purposed in Him (Aor Mid Ind 

PROTITH8MI = 3x; Rom 1:13 of a plan to come see the Romans; Rom 3:25; to set 

beforehand; plan; the Aorist looks at a completed act in the past; the “Mystery” was not 

an afterthought; the Middle looks at the Father’s decision; the Indicative looks at the 

fact; word looks at the need for a decision by the Son) 
 

1:9 L.T. = (In all wisdom and insight) having made known to us the mystery of His desired 

will, according to His kind intention which He set beforehand in Him  
 

Summary: 

1.  God’s wisdom based on His Omniscience determined how He would reveal His Plan 

of Grace. Rom 3:25 

whom God displayed publicly (PROTITH8MI = set beforehand) as a propitiation in His blood 
through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God 
He passed over the sins previously committed; 

2. Grace was taught throughout the Old Testament by illustrations and examples, but 

was seldom mentioned directly. (CHEN = 69x; often translated as “favor”) 

3. The “mystery” was not fully withheld but was not understood. 

4. The Old Testament Believers saw God’s Judgment several times when God 

intervened in history, but they missed His daily outpourings of Grace. 

5.  The Church has the direct statements of Grace and yet so many have still missed it. 

6. God’s Grace Plan is culminated in the Messiah. 

7. Jesus had to decide to go through with the Plan. John 10:17-18 
"For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. 18 
"No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to 
lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My 
Father."  

8. The application of God’s Omniscience revealed to us the goodness of Grace in the 

person of Jesus Christ. 

 

Principle: The Church has a special place in God’s Plan. 

 

Eph 1:10 = God’s Intention!  Man’s Response? 

 

with a view to an administration suitable (OIKONOMIA = law of the house + EIS; 

dispensation of Grace) to the fulness (PL8RWMA) of the times (KAIROS = that which is 

marked by certain things of a time frame, a season; the First Advent), that is, the 

summing up (Aor Pas Inf ANAKEPHALAIOW = 2x; Rom 13:9; to head up) of all things in 

(the) Christ, things in the heavens and things upon the earth.  In Him 
 

1:10 L.T. = into a dispensation of the fulness of the times, that is, the all things to be 

headed up in the Christ, things in the heavens and things upon the earth, in Him 
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Summary: 

1. The “law of the house” refers to the governing principles of a Dispensation. Heb 7:12 
For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there takes place a change of law also. 

2. The First Advent was God’s display of Grace to an infinite degree. 

3. Believers are to live in that Grace and deal with others in that Grace. Col 2:6 

4. Before the Cross, the law was to be carried out by mankind, which was designed to 

show the need for Grace. Gal 3:23-26 
But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which 
was later to be revealed. 24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, that 
we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 
26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  

5. The governing principle for this new Dispensation is to spread Gods Love and 

Grace. Rom 13:9-10 
For this, "You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall 
not covet," and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, "You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself." 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the 

fulfillment of the law. Col 1:25-28 Of this church I was made a minister according to the 
stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, that I might fully carry out the 
preaching of the word of God, 26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past 
ages and generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, 27 to whom God willed to 
make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory.  

6. To do this, we must become conformed to the image of His Son.  Gal 4:19; Eph 5:1 
7. Because of the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, He is to have first place in all 

creation. 2 Cor 8:9 

 

Principle: The Church will show that only Jesus Christ can fix all the problems of the 

world. (talk about your fixer-uppers) 

 

Eph 1:11 = Grace Action #7–Inheritance 
 

(In Him) also, we have obtained an inheritance (APIKL8ROW = 1x), having been predestined 

(Aor Pas Ptc PROORIDZW = been marked out beforehand) according to His purpose 

(PROTHESIS = noun form of verb in verse 9; placing beforehand; as Christ had a 

purpose, so do we) who worked all things (Pres Act Ptc ENERGEW) after the counsel 

(BOUL8 = determined resolve) of His will (THEL8MA = desired will; gracious design), 
 

1:11 L.T. = also, in whom we have obtained an inheritance, having been marked out 

beforehand according to His purpose who works all things after the determined resolve 

of His desired will, 
 

Summary: 

1. This inheritance is a result of our “birthright” as “adopted” sons and our 

relationship to our brother the Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 1:3-4 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you, 
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2. Since we are sons by grace, the inheritance is also by Grace. 

3. God’s design for us is to live in and spread His Grace, just as His Son Jesus did. 

4. The Father works all things to point to Grace. 

5. This was the decision He made in eternity past. 

6. The Father works the effects that He wants. 1 Cor 12:6 

 

Principle: The Church can’t change God’s Plan. 
(all the mistakes, splits, arguments, battles, wrong interpretations, wrong applications) 

 

Eph 1:12 = His Desired Result-Glorify Christ. 
 

to the end that we who were the first to hope (PF Act Ptc PROELPIDZW = 1x; to hope 

beforehand; first) in Christ should be to the praise of His glory (cf. v7). 
 

1:12 L.T. = to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ should be to the 

praise of His glory. 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul refers to those who had the courage to first believe in the Lord. 

2. Those early believers in the Church should result in praise from us to God for gift of 

Messiah. 

3. God’s Grace was passed on through men and women who dared to risk it all. 

4. Christianity, though viewed by the world as “weak,” has a heritage of courageous 

men and women. 

5. As a Believer, we are to pass on this heritage, which will result in praise to God. 

 

Principle: The hope of past generations are examples for future generations. 

 

Eph 1:13 = Grace Action #8–Sealing 
 

In Him, who also, after listening (Aor Act Ptc AKOUW) to the message of truth (the message 

of the truth), the gospel (EUAGGELION) of your salvation (SWT8RIA)–having also believed 

(Aor Act Ptc PISTEUW = precedes sealing), you were sealed (Aor Pas Ind SPHRAGIDZW 

= to place a seal upon a stamp of approval, a guarantee; notice listening and believing 

precede the sealing; If Unconditional Election were true, the sealing should have 

preceded the hearing and the faith) in Him (position in Christ) with the Holy Spirit (by and 

with; dative w/o prep) of (the) promise, 
 

1:13 L.T. = in Him, you also, after listening to the message of the truth, the gospel of 

your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of the 

promise, 
 

Summary: 

1. This verse clearly points out the human responsibility in salvation which is to simply 

believe in the Messiah.  

2. This statement should put any misunderstandings about the term “predestination” 

into the proper perspective. Salvation is a matter of faith. 

3. A “seal” was an emblem of ownership, authentication, security and destination. 
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4. This “seal” is a guarantee from God the Holy Spirit of the promise of Eternal life. 

5. As a result of this “sealing” a proper response is to not grieve the Holy Spirit.  

Eph 4:30 

6. This sealing involves the Holy Spirit being in our “hearts.”  God wants us in His 

family because this is a seal to others that He is True.  John 3:31-36 
"He who comes from above is above all, he who is of the earth is from the earth and speaks of 
the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 "What He has seen and heard, of that 
He bears witness; and no man receives His witness. 33 "He who has received His witness has 
set his seal to this, that God is true. 34 "For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; 
for He gives the Spirit without measure. 35 "The Father loves the Son, and has given all things 
into His hand. 36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the 
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."  

7. The fact that we can believe is a display of Grace. 

 

Principle: God has marked us with His approval for eternal life with Him. 

 

Eph 1:14 = Praise, Praise, Praise 
 

who is given as a pledge (ARRABWN = earnest money) of our inheritance (eternal life, 

promises), with a view to the redemption (APOLUTRWSIS = setting free) of God’s own 

possession (PERIPOI8SIS = doing a circle), to the praise of His glory. 
 

1:14 L.T. = who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of 

God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. 
 

Summary:  

1. The Indwelling Holy Spirit is the down payment on our new bodies. 1 Cor 15:50-58 

2. When the Father looks at us He sees us inside His Son and indwelt by the Holy 

Spirit. 

3. The Father has encircled us and holds us in His Hand. John 10:27-29 

4. The Holy Spirit lets us “see” the Father through His Son. John 14:6-10 
Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but 
through Me. 7 "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you 
know Him, and have seen Him."  8 Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is 
enough for us." 9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not 
come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how do you say, 'Show 
us the Father'?  

5.  We are there by His manifested Grace (glory) which should result in praise. 

 

Principle: The Indwelling Holy Spirit is the down payment for all the blessings of 

eternity. 

 

Paragraph Summary: 

1. Note that the Trinity is in concert concerning Grace. 

2. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are worthy of praise. 

3. We are to praise the Three who are One. 

4. Benefits of “In Him:” 

a. Every spiritual blessing, v3 
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b. Divine selection/approval, v4 

c. Love of the Father, v6 

d. Redemption, v7 

e. Forgiveness of trespasses, v7 

f.    Abundant Grace, v8 

g.   Knowledge of His Plan, v9 

h.  Relationship to supreme authority, v10 

I. An inheritance, v11 

j. Confidence, v12 

k. Sealed by the Holy Spirit, v13 

I. Secure. v14 

 

The Main Theology of this paragraph is that God’s grace through the instrument of our 

belief has placed us into a relationship with the Trinity. 

 

The question we must ask is will we empty ourselves and let Them in??? 

 

Ephesians 1:15:23 

Grace Confidence 
 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

1. Grace Plan (1:3-14) 

2. Grace Confidence (1:15-23) 

 

Eph 1:15 =  Spiritual Assets given in Grace. 
 

For this reason (praising God’s Glory) I too, having heard of the faith (PISTIS) In the Lord 

Jesus which exists among you, and your love (AGAP8) for all the saints, 
 

L.T. = For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists 

among you, and your love for all the saints, 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul is encouraged by what he hears from Ephesus and it stimulates in him praise to 

God. 

3. Their Faith in view is ongoing and growing. 

4. Thus it is a consistent trust in the Lord that walks by Faith and not by sight.   
(Believe His Word when circumstances of life may try and tell you otherwise). 

5. They are also living the Second Greatest Commandment. 

6. Later during the history of this church they would stop loving One Another.  Rev 2:4 

7. Walking by Faith and spreading His Love are results of appreciating His Grace. 

8. Faith and Love are true spiritual assets. 

9.  One of the chief reasons for this epistle is to build their Hope. Cf 1:18 

 

Principle: We need to live in such a way the people would want to know our Lord. 

 

Eph 1:16 =  Paul’s Appreciation of the Ephesians 
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do not cease (Pres Mid Ind PAUW + OU = to not rest) giving thanks (Pres Act Ptc 

EUCHARISTEW) for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; 
  

1:16 L.T. = do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my 

prayers; 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul commends their progress by telling them he is thanking God for them. 

2. His thanksgiving recognizes that Grace is the reason for their advance. 

3. As we pray for One Another we should let others know that we are doing it. 

4. Prayer for others should be consistent, not sporadic. 

 

Principle: An expression of love for one another is consistently praying for them. 
 

Eph 1:17 = Paul’s Specific Desires for Them–1 & 2 Growth in Loving One Another 

 

that (content of prayers) the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory (source of 

manifested character and operations), may give (AA OPT DIDWMI = desire but not yet a 

reality) to you a spirit of wisdom (1st desire-PNEUMA + SOPHIA- application of what 

they know) and of revelation (“spirit of” also governs this–APOKALUPSIS = an 

unveiling; more information) in the knowledge of Him (EPIGNOSIS = full knowledge).  

 

1:17 L.T. = that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a 

spirit of wisdom and (a spirit of) revelation in the full knowledge of Him. 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul desires seven things for them–and consistently prays for these results. 

2. The answers come from the Father. 

3. Paul desires that these answers manifest the Glory of God. 

4. The First is wisdom in application of the knowledge they already have, which is a 

function of the Holy Spirit.  Jas 1:5 

6. The Second is an increase in their full knowledge of Christ, which also comes from 

the Holy Spirit.  John 16:13 

7.   This growth is directly related to a growing relationship with Christ, not peripheral 

areas of knowledge. 

 

Doctrine is not the end in itself but is the standard by which we are to live. The 

application of doctrine is what we should desire. Knowing and not doing it is 

hypocrisy. 

 

Principle: We need to pray that others use their spiritual knowledge wisely. 
(and obviously if they don’t have any spiritual knowledge they need to get it) 

 

Principle: We need to pray that others come to more fully understand the Truth found in 

the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Eph 1:18 = Desires for others 3, 4, 5 



 15 

 

I pray that the eyes of your heart (refers to understanding in our innermost being–our 

souls) may be enlightened (Perf Pas Ptc PHWTIDZW = grammatical construction links to 

preceding verse; Lit: the eyes of your heart having been enlightened; what will happen 

with the spirit of wisdom and revelation) so that you may know (PF Inf OIDA = from 

experience) what is the hope (ELPIS) of His calling (4th desire is centerpiece of the 7 

desires; wisdom + revelation + understanding = Hope; confident expectation), what are 

the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, (5th) 
 

1:18 L.T. = the eyes of your heart having been enlightened so that you may know from 

experience what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints, 

 

Summary: 

1. His third desire for them is enlightenment via understanding. 

2. Walking in this light will increase our fellowship with One Another. 1 John 1:7 

3. His fourth desire is to experience in time a greater confidence in what is to come. 

4. Wisdom + Revelation + Understanding will lead to an experiential Hope.  
(Learn, understand, do = Hope) 

5. The church at Ephesus was lacking in this area. 

6. The first three desires are essential elements of Hope. 

7. The last three desires tell us how to identify it. 

8. Do we appreciate the value of the Relationship (inheritance) that we already have? 

9. Apart from appreciation of Grace there is no true Faith, Hope and Love. 

10. Apart from appreciation of Grace there is no true Faith, Hope and Love. 

 

Principle: A spirit of wisdom and revelation leads to enlightenment. 

 

Principle: Walking in the light increases our confidence in the future. 

 

Principle: This confidence leads to great rewards in eternity. 

 

Eph 1:19 =  Desires for others 6 & 7 
 

and what is the surpassing greatness of His power (DUNAMIS) toward us who believe (Pres 

Act Ptc PISTEUW = are believing). These are (same sentence; scratch) in accordance with 

the working (ENERGEIA = action) of the strength (KRATOS = physical) of His might 

(ISCHUS = ability) 
 

1:19 L.T. = and what is the surpassing greatness of his inherent power toward us who 

are believing in accordance with the active working of the physical strength of His 

ability 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul’s sixth desire is that we realize God’s Power at work in our lives. 

2. How can Hope wane when one really believes in the Power of God at work in their 

life? 

3. Paul’s seventh desire is for orientation to His Divine Plan. 
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4. How can Hope wane when you believe He is in control?  
(Must also believe that He is Good) 

5. Wisdom + Revelation + Understanding can and should lead to Hope. 

6. Real Hope (confidence) is identified by: 

A.  How much we value our relationship with Him 

B. How much we realize and utilize His power in our lives 

C. How much we believe in His active involvement in history 

  7. These are corporate as well as personal tests. 

 

Principle: The enlightened Christian life gets to experience God’s power at work. 

 

Principle: This power is the subtle manifestation of God bringing His plan to pass. 

 

5 Reasons This Hope is Possible 
 

Eph 1:20 = First Three Reasons 
 

which he brought about in Christ (PF Act Ind ENERGEW = activated), when He raised Him 

(Aor Act Ptc EGEIRW = having raised) from the dead, and seated (Aor Act Ptc KATHIDZW 

= having seated) Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 
 

1:20 L.T. = which He brought about in Christ, having raised Him from the dead, and 

having seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 
 

Principle: The first reason this Hope is possible is because of His Power. 

 

Principle: The second reason is that His power is proven by the Resurrection. 

 

Principle: The third reason for Hope is the honored position of Power that the Father 

gave to His Son, our brother. 

 

Summary: 

1. Christ is our example of living in Hope.  Heb 12:1-3 
Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside 
every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who 
for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart. 

2. So our Hope is in a living active Power that can raise the dead.  (When your team is 

more powerful than your opponent, there is a confidence that goes with it). Heb 4:12-16 
For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing 
as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all 
things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 14 Since then we 
have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us 
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therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 
may find grace to help in time of need.  

 

Eph 1:21 = Four Qualities of His Present Position 
 

far above all rule (ARCH8 = rule, a beginning, of prime worth) and authority (EXOUSIA = 

the right to exercise power) and power (DUNAMIS = inherent power, ability) and dominion 

(KURIOT8S = lordship), and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the 
one to come. 
 

1:21 L.T. = for above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name 

that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to come. 
 

Summary: 

1. No creature is more worthy than the Lord. (Rule) 

2. No creature has more of a right to exercise authority. (Authority) 

3. No creature is as powerful as the Lord Jesus Christ.  (Power) 

4. No creature has a greater sphere of Lordship.  (Dominion) 

5. Christ’s present position is: 

a. Far above all else 

b. Carries a far greater reputation 

c. Not bound by time 

6. As Believers we share in Christ’s position.  cf. 2:6 

 

Principle: The believer’s hope should be stimulated by the Messiah’s present power and 

position. 

Principle: The first reason this Hope is possible is because of His Power. 

Principle: The second reason is that His power is proven by the Resurrection. 

Principle: The third reason for Hope is the honored Position of Power that the Father 

gave to His Son, our brother. 

 

Eph 1:22 = Reasons 4 & 5 
 

And He (Father) put all things in subjection (Aor Act Ind HUPOTASSW = to arrange in order 

under Him) under His feet, and gave (Aor Act Ind DIDWMI) Him as head over all things to the 
church, 
 

1:22 L.T. = And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head 

over all things to the church, 
 

Summary:  

1. The Father put the Son in the place of power.  Matt 28:18-20 
And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. 19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "  

2. The Son loves us enough to take our place on a cross. 

3. So why should we ever function in fear? Psa 56 
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4. He is clearly placed as our boss, as the one with intelligence. 

 

Principle: The fourth reason for our hope is the Authority that Christ possesses. 

 

Principle: The fifth reason for our hope is His Relationship to us. 

 

Eph 1:23 =  Role of the Church 
 

which is His body (Pres Act Ind EIMI), the fulness (PL8RWMA = result of filling) of Him who 

fills all (Pres Act Ptc PL8ROW) in all.    
 

1:23 L.T. = which is His body, the fulness of Him who fills all in all. 
 

Summary: 

1. The Church is the Body of Christ and He is our Head.  Eph 4:14-16 
As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 
but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even 
Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint 
supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the 
body for the building up of itself in love.;  

2. The Church is to be the manifestation of our Lord on earth. 

3. Just as the Lord is in the business of filling needs, so is His Church to be. 
(Does His bounty fill others needs through us? Fullness indicates no deficiencies; filling 
indicates that a deficiency exists, His fullness is there to fill needs.) 

4. As a church, do we: 

a. Manifest His heart in compassion and love? 

b. Manifest His hands in service to others? 

c. Manifest His feet in taking the good news to others? 

d. Manifest His arms in reaching out to others? 

5. Is our Body ready to give itself away as a living sacrifice?   

 

Principle: Christ’s Body should be in the business of filling needs. 

 

Eight Grace Actions: 

1. He blessed us. 

2. He selected us. 

3. He provided for us. 

4. He freely bestowed Grace on us. 

5. He lavished Grace on us. 

6. He informed us of His Son. 

7. He gave us an inheritance. 

8. He sealed us. 

 

Twelve Benefits of Being “In Him:” 

1. Every spiritual blessing 

2. Divine selection/approval 

3. Love of the Father 
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4. Redemption 

5. Forgiveness of trespasses 

6. Abundant Grace 

7. Knowledge of His Plan 

8. Relationship to highest authority 

9. Inheritance 

10. Confidence 

11. Sealed by the Holy Spirit 

12. Secure 

 

Seven Desires for Others: 

1. Spirit of Wisdom 

2. Spirit of Revelation 

3. Enlightened Hearts 

4. Experiential Hope 

5. Future Inheritance  

6. Identify God’s Power at work 

7. Orient to Divine Plan 

 

Five Reasons Hope is Possible: 

1. Power displayed in Christ 

2. Proved by the Resurrection 

3. His present position above all. 

4. Eternal authority. 

5. Relationship. 
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Ephesians 2:1-10 

Grace Salvation 

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

1. Grace Plan (1:3-14) 

2. Grace Confidence (1:15-23) 

3. Grace Salvation (2:1-10) 
 

Eph 2:1 = The Problem–Death 
 

And you (yourselves) were (Pres Act Ptc EIMI = historical present; looks at past with 

inference to present; Paul will deal with more than one kind of death in this passage) 

dead (NEKROS = separated from God–spiritual Death) in your trespasses (PARAPTWMA 

= 19x; a result of stepping outside the boundary, or coloring outside the lines; 

missteps, blunders, unknown sins cf. 1:7 L.T. = in Him we have redemption through His 

blood, the forgiveness of trespasses, according to the riches of His grace) and sins 

(HAMARTIA = missing of the mark; known sins), 
 

2:1 L.T. = And you yourselves were dead in your trespasses and sins, 
 

Summary: 

1.  In context, the “you” specifically includes Gentiles. (compare next paragraph where 
the “you” are Gentiles and their relationship to the Jews) 

2.  The main problem mankind faces is spiritual separation from God. This is called 

Spiritual Death. Rom 5:12-21 began with Adam and spread to all mankind 

3. Two other “deaths” are implied: 

A.  Temporal Death referring to separation from fellowship. Rom 8:6 the mind set on 

the flesh is death; Eph 5:15 awake sleeper and arise from the dead 

B.  Operational Death referring to separation from good works. Jas 2:26 body without 
spirit is dead, so also is faith without works. 

4.  Other possible “deaths” include: 

A. Physical Death. Separation of soul and spirit from body. Jas 2:26 body without 
spirit is dead, so also is faith without works. 

B. Second Death. Eternal separation from God. Spiritual death perpetuated in lake of 

fire. Rev 2:11; 20:11-15 

C. Sexual Death. Separation from ability to procreate. Rom 4:19 

D.  Positional Death. Separation from eternal penalty for sin. Rom 6:3 baptized with 
Christ have been baptized into His death. 

E.  Experiential Death. Lack of unconfessed sin in one’s life. Rom 8:12 putting to 
death the deeds of the body. 

5. Sins, be they known or unknown, produce a separation from God. 

6.  Separation from sins produces a fellowship with God. 

7.  In context, Spiritual Death lacks any Hope while other types of death don’t realize the 

Hope they possess. 

8.  Lack of real Hope is a characteristic of an Unbeliever, thus it should not be a part of 

the Christian Life. 
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Theological Principle: We are born into this life physically alive but spiritually dead. 
 

Eph 2:2 = Former Manner of Life 
 

in which (spiritual death) you formerly walked (Aor Act Ind PERIPATEW = to foot it around; 

zombies; the walking dead) according (KATA = based on the standard) to the course of 

this world (AIWV + KOSMOS = age; eternity; an unbroken age and that which 

characterized it; lifestyle; stay with course recognizing time and manner of life), 

according to the prince (ARCH8 = chief ruler) of the power (EXOUSIA = authority) of the air 

(refers to Satan’s sphere of authority, i.e., none in heaven), of the spirit (PNEUMA = 

motivation) that is now working (Pres Act Ptc ENERGEW) in the sons of (the) disobedience 

(APEITHEIA = 7x; obstinate opposition to the Divine Will; not persuaded; unpersuaded; 

Satan was not unpersuaded but disobedient which is why the translation here). 
 

2:2 L.T. = in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according 

to the ruler of the authority of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of the 

unpersuaded. 
 

Summary: 

1.  All unbelievers live in sin and are influenced by the lifestyles of the world. 
(Even if good bible students and going to church) 

2. They have fallen under the authority of Satan, the ruler of this world. John 12:31; 

14:30; 16:11 (Satan is alive and well on planet earth) 

3. In this context “the disobedience” best fits Satan’s rebellion against God for which 

he became the “father” of the rebellion that led so many astray. John 8:44 
"You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of 
lies. 

4. After Satan’s disobedience,  and the creation and fall of man, the issue became an 

issue of persuasion to faith. Those without faith were unpersuaded. Heb 4:6 
Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly had good news 

preached to them failed to enter because of disobedience (unpersuasion),  Heb 4:11-12 Let 
us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall through following the same example 

of disobedience (unpersuasion).  

5. The best known “sons of the disobedience” are the Jews, but all are “sons of the 

disobedience” until faith is exercised in the right object. Rom 11:30-32 
For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of 
their disobedience, 31 so these also now have been disobedient, in order that because of the 
mercy shown to you they also may now be shown mercy. 32 For God has shut up all in 
disobedience that He might show mercy to all.  

6. Satan is the “unholy” spirit, the spirit of this world, and is working in and through 

those still in rebellion against God. 1 Cor 2:12 

7. Satan’s playbook counterfeits the Truth. 2 Cor 11:13-15 
For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of 
Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore 
it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; 
whose end shall be according to their deeds.  
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8. His counterfeits have prevailed in unbelievers and thus they have no confidence in 

God and no Hope. 

9. Believers are set free from the world’s attitudes and the authority of Satan. Col 1:13-

14 
For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His 
beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

10.  Even the persuaded are called to make decisions about who or what to follow.  

 Gal 5:16-18 
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh 
sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to 
one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.  

11. Failure to walk as children of The Light plays a role in the unveiling of the wrath of 

God. Eph 5:5-9 
For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an 
idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with 

empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of (the) 

disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them; 8 for you were formerly darkness, 

but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light Col 3:6-11 For it is on account of 

these things that the wrath of God will come on the children of (the) disobedience, 7 and in 
them you also once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you also, put them all 
aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one 
another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, 10 and have put on the new 
self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created 
him 11 — a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.  

 

Theological Principle: Satan continues to spread his counterfeits of truth through the 

world. 

 

Eph 2:3 = Jews Are Included 
 

Among them (the “disobedient or unpersuaded ones”), we too all (this is a universal 

problem for mankind; Paul points out personal responsibility and corporate guilt) 

formerly lived (Aor Pas Ind ANASTREPHW = 11x; to turn back, return, to move about in a 

place, sojourn; in Mid and Pass to behave or act in accordance with certain principles) 

in the lusts of the flesh (EPITHUMIA = lusts, desires upon desires + SARX = flesh, 

indicating that the Sin Nature is also at work), indulging (Pres Act Ptc POIEW = doing) 

the desires (THEL8MA = a result of a desire; we have seen this to mean “gracious 

design”, the ability to have desires in a function of grace–here we see its distortion) of 

the flesh (SARX) and of the mind (DIANOIA), and were by nature (IPF EIMI = kept on being + 

PHUSIS = natural endowment; nature) children of wrath (TEKNA ORG8), even as the rest 

(LOIPOS = the remnant, rest; often used of Jews). 
 

2:3 L.T. = Among them we too all formerly behaved in the lusts of the flesh, doing the 

desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the 

rest. 
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Summary: 

1. All men stand guilty before God.  (Jews and Gentiles alike) 

2. A lifestyle of sin is identified by a motivation to carry out personal passions. 

3. In reality, lusts are decisions that take advantage of a Gracious God. 
(should be His THEL8MA and not ours) 

4. Unbelievers are driven by fleshly desires that seek to satisfy a selfish Sin Nature. 

5. Because of our Sin Nature, all mankind was once a child of wrath. cf Rom 9:22-23 
What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, 
endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?  

6. When a Believer functions as an Unbeliever, the Experiential Hope that Paul referred 

to is not obtained. 

7.  Notice in these two verses a direction that one takes as an Unbeliever–away from 

God. 

8.  Through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, these sinful desires can be conquered. Gal 

5:16 

9. This is a deliverance (salvation) for the Believer in time. 

10.  The problem of Spiritual Death was brought about from within and without. 

a. Sin Nature. 

b. Influence from Satan’s environment. 

c. Internal and External lustful desires. 

 

Theological Principle: Unbelievers are influenced both internally and externally to stay 

in that condition. 

 

Eph 2:4 = God’s Love and Mercy 
 

But (the) God, being (Pres Act Ptc EIMI = a continuous characteristic) rich in mercy 

(ELEOS = withholding from us what we deserve; after all we were children of wrath; 

how rich are we in mercy toward others. Cf 5:1) because of His great love with which He 

loved us (Aor Act Ind AGAPAW = “you” + “we” = “us” = constative Aorist looking at His 

eternal love as one act),  
 

2:4 L.T. = But the God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He 

loved us, 
 

Summary: 

1. The solution to man’s problems begins with the Love of God. 1 John 4:7-12 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 By this 
the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world 
so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another.  

2. Even though we all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23), He saw 

something valuable in us, being created in His image. Gen 1:26; Jas 3:9 
With it we bless our Lord and Father; and with it we curse men, who have been made in the 
likeness of God; 
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3. This means that He was directly involved in creating us, and there was something 

worth saving, even at great cost. 

4. Love is why He withheld what we rightly deserve and granted us mercy. 

 

Theological Principle: God’s love, revealed through the Holy Spirit, is the primary 

persuader of mankind to have faith in His Son. 

 

Eph 2:5 = An Act of Love 
 

even when we were dead (NEKROS = 128x; used in Matt 8:22, “let the dead bury the 

dead”; most often of physical death; but also of Positional Death cf Rom 6:11 “consider 

yourselves dead to sin”; here it is clearly Spiritual Death based on context, but Spiritual 

Death left unchecked is guaranteed another separation) in our transgressions 

(PARAPTWMA = same word as 1:7; 2:1; trespass), made us alive (Aor Act Ind 

SUDZOWPOIEW = 2x; Col 2:13; to do/make ) together with Christ (no prep. in, with) (by 

grace (CHARIS) you have been saved) (Pres Act Ind EIMI + Perf Pas Ptc SWDZW = PF 

periphrastic; you are, having been saved; completed action by outside source that is a 

present and eternal reality), 
 

2:5 C.T. = even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ (by grace you keep on being, having been saved), 

 

Summary: 

1. The Power of God unto salvation is directed to those who believe. 1:19  
L.T. = and what is the surpassing greatness of his inherent power toward us who are believing 
in accordance with the active working of the physical strength of His ability 

2. No problem, even death, is insurmountable to God. 

3. As Believers, we now have Spiritual Life because the debt has been paid. Col 2:13-15 
And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He 
made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having 
canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to 
us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 When He had 
disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over 
them through Him.  

4. The Life was given at a point of time that was simultaneous with our believing.  
1:13 L.T. = in Him, you also, after listening to the message of the truth, the gospel of your 
salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of the promise, 

5. God’s Love was the basis of His rich Mercy, which was displayed in Grace for 

salvation. 

6. Saving Grace is an eternal, completed, irrevocable reality. 

7. Confidence (Hope) and Peace come from this Doctrine. Col 2:13-15 
And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He 
made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having 
canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to 
us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.  

 

Theological Principle: God raises the dead every time someone believes in His Son. 
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Eph 2:6 = Two More Actions of Love 

 

and raised us up (Aor Act Ind SUNEGEIRW) with Him and seated us (Aor Act Ind 

SUNKATHIDZ) with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, 
 

2:6 L.T. = and raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in 

Christ Jesus, 

 

Summary: 

1.  The most difficult resurrection was to raise the Spiritually Dead. 

2. “Being seated with Him,” is stated as an accomplished fact even though not yet 

fulfilled. 
(like a prophetic perfect in the Hebrew. A future so certain it is viewed as a past event. The 
Jews reading this should appreciate it) 

3. We were made alive and raised with Christ through faith in the Father’s work of the 

Resurrection of Christ. Col 2:9-13 
For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made 
complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority; 11 and in Him you were also 
circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by 
the circumcision of Christ; 12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And 
when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made 
you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 

4. Our Spiritual Resurrection guarantees our eternal position in Christ at the right hand 

of the Father. 

5. This resurrection places us in the most loved and prestigious position ever possible. 
(why seek fame, fortune, power and pleasure?) 

6. Failure to believe this Theology encumbers personal Hope. 

7. Grasping and appreciating this Theology leads to Experiential Hope. 

8. Since as Believers we are already “Resurrected,” we should live like it. Col 3:1-2 
If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that 
are on earth.  

 

Principle: God’s promises are as certain as past historical events. 

 

Eph 2:7 = More Grace to Come 
 

in order that (result) in the ages to come (Pres Mid Ptc EPERCHOMAI = to come upon; the 

ages, i.e. the coming ones) He might show (Aor Act Subj ENDEIKNUMI = show, exhibit; 

display) the surpassing (Act Subj HUPERBALLON) riches (PLOUTOS) of His grace 

(CHARIS = the unmerited favor of God; getting what we don’t deserve as compared to 

mercy) in kindness (CHR8STAT8S = 10x; goodness of heart; kindness; the “gentleness” 

of Gal 5:22 as a work of the Spirit) toward us in Christ Jesus. 
 

2:7 L.T. = in order that in the ages to come He might display the surpassing riches of 

His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
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Summary: 

1. Eternity will be spent appreciating His Grace, so we have just received a taste of it. 

2. God’s supply of Grace is more than enough to conquer all man’s problems. 

3. God’s kindness sets the narrow road to a change of mind about His Son. Rom 2:4 

Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not 
knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?  

4. Jesus the Son is the kindness of God, exhibiting His love. Titus 3:4-7 

But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, 
not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, 
by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon 
us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that being justified by His grace we might be made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  

5. The phrase “ages to come” includes time after Paul and by inference would include 

the Tribulation, Millennial Kingdom and Eternal State. 

6. If we are not spiritually asleep (5:14), we can get a taste of Eternity now. 

7. God is good beyond our wildest imaginations. Eph 3:20-21 
Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that works within us, 21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to 
all generations forever and ever. Amen.  

8. What mankind without God seeks to receive from the world, mankind can only find 

in God. 

 

Shouldn’t this too be a basis of Hope? 

 

Theological Principle: For Believers the best is yet to come. 

 

Eph 2:8 =  God’s Gift 
 

For by grace (GAR = explanation + anarthrous {without definite article} Dative + d. a. 

CHARIS = for by/in the grace) you have been saved (Pres Act Ind EIMI + NPM Perf Pas 

Ptc SWDZW = same as 2:5) through (DIA = through) faith (FemSing Genitive PISTIS = 

remember that faith is about the object) (These are stated facts); and that (TOUTO 

Nom/Acc Sg Neut = this; Grace and “Faith” are Fem; Ptc is Nominative Masculine 

Plural; arguments over which word “this” goes with all) not of yourselves (OUK + EK 

HUMON = out of yourselves), it is the gift (DWROV = used as an expression of honor Matt 

2:11; of gifts to support the temple and the poor Matt 15:5; of gifts offered to God Matt 

5:23; of presents for a celebration Rev 11:10) of God (Lit: of God the tangible or real 

gift); 
 

2:8 L.T. = For by the grace you are, having been saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves. Of God the gift; 
 

Summary: 

1. God’s Grace found an opening through our spiritual strongholds in the form of Faith. 

2.  The Holy Spirit at the moment of faith sealed us and placed us in the Son. cf. 1:13  
L.T. = in Him, you also, after listening to the message of the truth, the gospel of your 
salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of the promise, 

3. Obviously, the source of grace is God along with the Salvation. 
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4. The ability to exercise faith is also from God, since He designed us that way. 

5. But the responsibility to exercise that Faith is ours. 

6. Our belief is non-meritorious, but if you must call it a work, then Jesus said to do so. 

John 6:29 

7. The Lord “honors” faith in the midst of a hostile environment and from a position of 

sin and despair. cf. 2:1-3 

 8. It is a “present tense,” meaning “you are” and is designed for a celebration of 

eternal life given for faith. 

  9. Since salvation never depended on our works or sins anyway, how could one 

possibly lose it?  

10. If faith was truly a “work,” then salvation would be from “works” and this is not 

possible. 

11. Appreciation of Grace leads to an Experiential Hope. 

 

Theological Principle: Faith alone in Christ alone is what saves. 

 

Eph 2:9 = Not Works! 
 

not as a result (OUK + EK ERGOS; identical construction to “not of yourselves”) of works, 

that no one should boast (M8 + Aor Mid Subj KAUCHOMAI = may/should boast). 
 

2:9 L.T. = not as a result of works, that no one should boast. 
 

Summary: 

1. If man has to work to be saved, then why did Christ have to die? 

2. A “rule of thumb” for evaluating a Theology is whether or not it increases the focus 

on the person and work of Jesus Christ or minimizes His person and work. 

3.  There is really no place that man can legitimately boast or draw attention to himself 

in salvation. (Who bore the physical pain for it? The spiritual pain? The price?) 

4. To accept such a precious gift that was freely offered places no merit in the receiver, 

only in the Giver. 

5. Those who try to take some credit, don’t grow like they could in Experiential Hope, 

because shortcomings are inevitably exposed. 

6. Simply put, Hope is in Him, not us. 
(How much can we empty ourself of ourself and be filled up with the “measure of the stature 
which belongs to the fulness of Christ?”) 

 

Theological Principle: Salvation is not of works. 

 

Eph 2:10 = Our Grace Assignment 
 

For (GAR = result of salvation; not to get it) we are (Pres Act Ind EIMI = we are) His 

workmanship (POI8MA = 2x; Rom 1:20 = the things that are made) created (Aor Pas Ptc 

KTIDZW = having been created) in Christ Jesus (brought into existence in Him through 

faith for a purpose) for good works (ERGOS + AGATHOS) which God prepared beforehand 

(Aor Act Ind PROETOIMADZW = 2x; Rom 9:22-23 What if God, although willing to 

demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience 

vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 23 And He did so in order that He might 
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make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared 

beforehand for glory,) that we should walk in them (Aor Act Subj PERIPATEW = 95x; to 

foot it about; cf. 2:2; we “should” or “might;” we now have new options open to us; 

Paul will expand this in 4:1ff = walk in a manner worthy). 
 

2:10 L.T. = For we are His workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 

Summary: 

1. Any real good that is seen in man is from God, who is created in His image. 

2. Whatever honorable changes in lifestyle that come about as a result of being a “new 

creation,” gives the glory to God. (Cf 2:2 where we walked like the world) 

3. With our position in Christ comes a mission for Him. 2 Cor 5:16-21 
Therefore from now on we recognize no man according to the flesh; even though we have 
known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer. 17 Therefore if any 
man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have 
come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word 
of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating 
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him who knew 
no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

4. It is a Mission of good, to manifest the God we serve, and will lead us to walk in 

peace and mercy. Gal 6:15-16 
For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16 And those who 
will walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.  

5. In eternity past, based on His Omniscience, God provided opportunities for us to 

glorify Him in this body at this time. 

6.  This “new creation” does not automatically produce “good works,” but must decide 

to act in accordance with the new status. Eph 4:22-32 
that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being 
corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of 
your mind, 24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in 
righteousness and holiness of the truth. 25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, 
each one of you, with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. 26 Be angry, and yet 
do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not give the devil an 
opportunity. 28 Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his 
own hands what is good, in order that he may have something to share with him who has 
need. 29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is 
good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who 
hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away 
from you, along with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each 
other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.  

7. The “new self” is manifested in righteous thoughts, speech and actions. Col 3:6-11 
For it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will come, 7 and in them you also 
once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you also, put them all aside: anger, 
wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, 
since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, 10 and have put on the new self who is 
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being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him 11 — 
a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.  

8. It is a fitting response to be willing to make changes in our lifestyles that glorify Him. 

9. Experiential Hope is developed by acceptance of God’s gift of salvation by grace 

through faith and the desire to produce for Him because of it. 

10. One day He will create a “new heavens and earth” for the “new creations” to dwell in 

righteousness. Isa 65:17; 2 Pet 3:13 
"For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former things shall not be 

remembered or come to mind. 2 Pet 3:13 But according to His promise we are looking for new 
heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 

11.  Walking: The ABC’s. 

 A. by means of the Spirit. Gal 5:16 

 B. worthy of God. 1 Thes 2:12 

 C. to please God. 1 Thes 4:1 

 D. honestly. 1 Thes 4:12 

 E. not disorderly. 2 Thes 3:6,11 

 F. not as mere men. 1 Cor 3:3 

 G. as you have been called. 1 Cr 7:17 

 H. not in craftiness. 2 Cor 4:2 

 I. by faith, not sight. 2 Cor 5:7 

 J. not according to the flesh. 2 Cor 10:2,3; Rom 8:4 

 K. in newness of life. Rom 6:4 

 L. honestly. Rom 13:13 

 M. according to love. Rom 14:15  

 N. not according to the world. Eph 2:2 

 O. in good works. Eph 2:10 

 P. worthy of our calling. Eph 4:1 

 Q. not like unbelievers. Eph 4:17 

 R. in love. Eph 5:2 

 S. as children of light. Eph 5:8 

 T. wisely. Eph 5:15 

 U. as a mature person. Php 3:17-18 

 V. worthy of the Lord. Col 1:10 

 W. by grace through faith. Col 2:6 

 X. not in immorality. Col 3:7 

 Y. in wisdom toward the unsaved. Col 4:5 

 Z. in the light. 1 John 1:7 

  

Theological Principle: Works have an important place in the Plan of God manifested in 

the Christian walk. 

 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Grace Unity 

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

1. Grace Plan (1:3-14) 
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2. Grace Confidence (1:15-23) 

3. Grace Salvation (2:1-10) 

4. Grace Unity (2:11-22) 

 

Eph 2:11 = Gentiles: Objects of Prejudice. 
 

Therefore (DID = conclusion from preceding paragraph, because of salvation by grace 

and our mission) remember (Pres Act Imp MV8MONEUW = 1st command; keep on, don’t 

forget), that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-
called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human hands— 
 

2:11 L.T. = Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are 

called “uncircumcision” by the so-called “circumcision,” which is performed in the 

flesh by human hands— 
 

Summary: 

1. Because of salvation by grace so that we could do good works there is something 

we are called to remember. 

2. The term “Uncircumcised” was used by Jews in a derogatory manner to denote an 

arrogant attitude of elitism. 

3. True “elitism” is characterized by humility, but true humility lacks prejudice because 

it is based on grace. 

4. The Gentiles were initially the objects of prejudice by the Jews. 

5. Prejudice is based on human standards, i.e., legalisms, not Divine standards. 

6. Ritual, even when ordained by God, is not the standard of excellence but excellence 

is determined by what the ritual represents. 

7. Paul, after pointing out our grace relationship with God, is now going to point out 

our grace relationship to one another. 

 

Theological Principle: All non-Jews need to remember they were once the object of 

prejudice by God’s chosen people. 

 

Eph 2:12 = Five Former Gentile Problems 

 

remember (picks up verb of v11) that you were at that time separate from Christ (CHORIS = 

separate, apart, not joined; the first problem is the Big One–spiritual), excluded from the 

commonwealth (POLITEIA = the relation in which a citizen stands to a city/state, 

citizenship with benefits) of Israel (they did not have the physical and spiritual blessings 

of fellowship), and strangers to the covenants of promise (denotes their ignorance of the 

blessings available to them), having no hope (M8 + Pres Act Ptc ELPIDZW = not having 

hope; no eternal perspective) and without God in the world (no temporal perspective, 

comfort et al). 

 

2:12 L.T. = remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the 

commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope 

and without God in the world.  

 

Summary: 
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1. The five problems are spiritual and physical, due in part to ignorance that relates to 

time and eternity.  

2. The biggest problem is the spiritual one–being separated from Christ. 

3. Because of that problem they received none of the benefits of association with true 

Israel. 

4. Having no fellowship with Christ, they had no spiritual fellowship with One Another. 

5. One reason for the lack of fellowship was that they didn’t know about what was 

provided for them, until someone told them. cf. Eph 1:20; Rom 10:14-15 

6. They were missing out on the eternal effects of a relationship with Christ and thus 

not living each day in Hope. 

 

Principle: Non-Jews need to remember they too were lost by lack of the correct object 

of  faith for salvation. 
 

Principle: Saving Grace begets Hope which leads to fellowship. 

 

Eph 2:13 = Past Problems Solved 
 

But now (NUNI = at this point in time) in Christ Jesus (EN = inside, positional truth) you 

who formerly were far off have been brought near (Aor Pas Ind GINOMAI = have become 

something you were not + EGGUS = near) by the blood of (the) Christ. 
 

2:13 L.T. = But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought 

near by the blood of the Christ. 
 

Summary: 

1.  The Lord’s sacrifice was designed to bring Gentiles into the fold, not that they were 

ever excluded. Exo 12:19 et al the “aliens” were permitted to partake of the feast of 
unleavened bread and required to abide by the statutes concerning it. 

2. Gentiles must never forget the cost–His blood. It was the same for unbelieving Jews. 

3. The Five Problems have been solved by grace through faith: 

a. Now we are in Him. 

b. Now we have a basis of fellowship. 

c. Now we are no longer ignorant nor estranged from God’s promises.    

d. Now we have Hope. 

e. Now we have temporal access to Him. 

4. Initially, in the early church, the Jews did not want to recognize the Grace given to 

the Gentiles.  

5. Now Gentiles do not want to recognize the Grace given to the Jews. 

6. Some Gentiles desire to deny Grace to other races and cultures. 

7. And some would even deny it to other churches that are made up of the same race. 

8.  The Lord paid the price to bring all the Gentiles into the fold.  
(Hamites and Japhethites. The superiority of the white race is not Biblical.) 

 

Principle: Salvation and fellowship with God is open to all mankind. 
(If salvation was all about race and election then the Gentiles would be left out.) 

 

Eph 2:14 = The Facts 
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For He Himself is (p.n. + Pres Act Ind EIMI) our (those who believe) peace (EIR8N8), who 

made (D.A. + Aor Act Ptc POIEW = the One having made) both groups into one, and broke 

(Aor Act Ptc LUW = to loose, dissolve, sever, break, demolish) down the barrier 

(MESOTOICHOS = 1X; a partition wall, MESOS = middle; this is what Josephus called 

the wall that separated the court of the Gentiles from the Temple proper; an inscription 

on it read “No foreigner may enter within the barricade which surrounds the sanctuary 

and enclosure.  Anyone who is caught doing so will have himself to blame for his 

death.”  This is what Paul was accused of doing with Trophimus in Acts. When 

Jerusalem fell in 70 A.D. this wall did too.  But Paul already views it as demolished) of 

the dividing wall (PHRAGMOS = fence), 
 

2:14 L.T. = For He Himself is our peace, the One having made both groups into one, and 

the One having broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 
 

Summary: 

1. Jesus is our Peacemaker and our Peace. 

2. To Jews who read this section, it refers them to Micah 5:5.  Mic 5:5 

And this One will be our peace. When the Assyrian invades our land, When he tramples on 
our citadels, Then we will raise against him Seven shepherds and eight leaders of men.  

3. Christ is not only our Peace but also our Hope and Life. Col 1:26-27 
that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations; but has now 
been manifested to His saints, 27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the 

glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Col 3:4 
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.  

4. The Cross removed the spiritual barriers often used to divide men. 

5.   The Cross is designed to unite all men showing the one way of salvation 

6. The Rabbis viewed the Law as a fence that divided the Jews from all other races 

because of their observance of it and thus aroused hostility. 

7. Since our access to God is by Grace, we should have fellowship with one another 

because of that Grace. 

8. Jesus Christ is the basis of Peace between two hostile groups. 

 

Theological Principle: There should be no racial prejudice. 

 

Eph 2:15 = Further Explanation 
 

by abolishing (Aor Act Ptc KATARGEW = to reduce to inactivity, does not mean loss of 

being but of well-being, the hostility is not out of existence but has no basis of 

existence) in His flesh (Paul here is pointing out the Person of Jesus Christ) the enmity 

(ECHTHRA = hostility, enmity), which is the law of commandments (NOMOS + ENTOLS = 

looks at the general and specifics) contained in ordinances (DOGMA = decree; result of 

an opinion that is enacted into law), that in Himself He might make (Aor Act Subj KTIDZW 

= create) the two into one new man (KAINOS + ANTHROPOS = in respect to quality; this 

man would become His Body), thus establishing peace (Pres Act Ptc POIEW + EIR8N8 = 

doing peace; does not tell us what was established but what He desired from the two), 
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2:15 L.T. = having abolished in His flesh the enmity, which is the law of commandments 

contained in ordinances, that in Himself He might create the two into one new man 

doing peace, 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul is referring to the Person and Work of the Peacemaker. 

2. The hostility arose from the Jews’ arrogance of keeping the Law while the Gentiles 

were not concerned with knowledge or obedience to it. 

3. Yet the Jews could not keep the Law, and needed a Messiah. 

4. The Person of Jesus Christ removed the basis of the hostility. 

5. But still some hostility exists in those who do not accept or appreciate His Work. 

6. His flesh was a gift of love. John 3:16 

7. His love fulfilled the Law. Matt 5:17; Rom 13:10 

8. His love was for all men. 1 Tim 2:4; 2 Pet 3:9 

9. Thus if believers have Christ’s love which fulfilled the Law and then display it to 

others, they too will have peace in time. 

10. The Lord wants His Body not only at peace with itself but spreading this peace.  

2 Cor 5:18 

 

Theological Principle: The eternal penalties of the law were paid by the humanity of 

Jesus the Messiah. 

 

Theological Principle: The Father wants all believers to work together. 

 

Eph 2:16 = Christ’s Work 
 

and might reconcile (Aor Act Subj APOKATALASSW = 3x; Col 1:20,22; notice the 

potential; there still has to be saving faith by either party) them both in one body to God 

through the cross, by it (the cross) having put to death (Aor Act Ptc APOKTEINW = 74x; to 

kill and put out of the way; most frequently used of physical death; to extinguish, 

abolish; Matt 10:28 kill the body and not able to kill the soul; used in Matt 17:23 of what 

would happen to Messiah; used in 2 Cor 3:6 to describe what the letter of the law does) 

the enmity (EKTHRA as in previous verse). 
 

2:16 L.T. = and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it 

having put to death the enmity. 
 

Summary: 

1. The work of Christ removed any racial basis for hostility among men, and angels. 

Col 1:20-23 
and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of 
His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. 21 And although 
you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 22 yet He has now 
reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and 
blameless and beyond reproach —  23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established 
and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which 
was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.  

2. Both Jews and non-Jews (Gentiles) form the Body of Christ. 
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3. To reconcile means to change from a position of hostility to a place of peace so an 

adjustment is inherently involved. 

4. Notice that peace was won with by the Battle of the Ages and concerned the issue of 

grace. 

5. Even our ability to love one another is a result of grace. 

6. Unity is realized through the appreciation of the grace and peace that Jesus made 

for all of us with God. 

 

Theological Principle: There is no valid theological basis for hostility within or between 

races. 

 

Eph 2:17 = Jesus’ Message and Example 
 

And He came and preached (Aor Mid Ind EUAGGELIDZW = spoke the good news; the 

point of time of His earthly ministry) peace to you (all) who were far away (non-Jews), and 
peace to those who were near; 
 

2:17 L.T. = And He came and preached peace to you all who were far away, and peace to 

those who were near; 
 

Summary: 

1. Isaiah prophesied this ministry of peace that would be proclaimed by the Messiah 

who would come. Isa 57:11-21 
"Of whom were you worried and fearful, When you lied, and did not remember Me, Nor give 
Me a thought? Was I not silent even for a long time So you do not fear Me? 12 "I will declare 
your righteousness and your deeds, But they will not profit you. 13 "When you cry out, let your 
collection of idols deliver you. But the wind will carry all of them up, And a breath will take them 
away. But he who takes refuge in Me shall inherit the land, And shall possess My holy 
mountain." 14 And it shall be said, "Build up, build up, prepare the way, Remove every 
obstacle out of the way of My people." 15 For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives 
forever, whose name is Holy, "I dwell on a high and holy place, And also with the contrite and 
lowly of spirit In order to revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of the contrite. 16 
"For I will not contend forever, Neither will I always be angry; For the spirit would grow faint 
before Me, And the breath of those whom I have made. 17 "Because of the iniquity of his 
unjust gain I was angry and struck him; I hid My face and was angry, And he went on turning 
away, in the way of his heart. 18 "I have seen his ways, but I will heal him; I will lead him and 

restore comfort to him and to his mourners, 19 Creating the praise of the lips. Peace, peace 

to him who is far and to him who is near, "Says the Lord, "and I will heal him." 20 But the 
wicked are like the tossing sea, For it cannot be quiet, And its waters toss up refuse and mud. 
21 "There is no peace," says my God, "for the wicked."  

2. Paul is carrying it on this ministry as an example for us. 1 Cor 11:1 

3. Jesus is our Peace with the intent that practice and proclaim that real peace is found 

in Him. 

4. The Lord did not want divisions in His Body and neither should we. cf. John 17 

5.  Our prescribed ministry is to seek to unify the Body. Eph 4:11-16 
And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some 
as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the 
building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the 
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knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs 
to the fulness of Christ. 14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there 
by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in 
deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, 
who is the head, even Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by 
that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes 
the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.  

 

Theological Principle: Jesus’ main mission involved the means to have peace with God. 

 

Eph 2:18 = Our Peace with the Trinity 
 

for through Him (Jesus) we both have (Pres Act Ind ECHW = something that we presently 

possess) our access (PROSAGWG8 = 3x; cf. 3:12; Rom 5:2 where translated 

“introduction” a leading or bringing into the presence of; to go before His face) in one 
Spirit to the Father. 
 

2:18 L.T. = for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 
 

Summary: 

1. Both Jews and Gentiles go before the Father through the same Spirit and Messiah. 

 Cf Heb 4:16 

2. Since Messiah is at peace with the Father and we are in Him, indwelt by the Holy 

Spirit who is also at peace, we can stand before His face. 

3. The person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ gave us the grace gift of access to the 

Father, which is the most important peace. Heb 4:16 

4. By this gift we can possess a temporal Hope. 

5. When people share a common Hope, they unify. 

 

Theological Principle: Unity involves orientation to the roles of all the Godhead. 

 

Eph 2:19 = Results of this Peace 
 

So then you are no longer strangers (XENOS= same word as v12; an outsider; where 

Zenophobe comes from) and aliens (PAROIKOS = alongside a house; usually translated 

a sojourner; transient; homeless person), but you (citizens of Ephesus and all new 

believers) are (ALLA + Pres Act Ind EIMI) fellow-citizens with the saints, and are of God’s 
household, 
 

2:19 L.T. = So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow-

citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, 
 

Summary: 

1. By the Grace of God Gentiles are no longer “outsiders” to the plan of God. 

2. He broke down the wall out of His love for all mankind. 

3. Every believer of every race or political structure has a basis of fellowship with other 

Believers being part of the same family with a heavenly citizenship.   cf. 1:12 

4. The Lord also intended the legalistic walls between men to be broken down. 
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5. How would you like to be in a family where you are loved and accepted for all 

eternity and the family was not dysfunctional? 

6. Through Christ we are accepted into the fellowship of God’s family. 

 

Theological Principle: All believers are part of God’s family. 

 

Eph 2:20 = God’s House 
 

having been built (Aor Pas Ptc EPOIKODOMEW) upon the foundation (THEMELIA= 16x; 

foundation; an orderly placing; cf. KATABO18) of the apostles and prophets (d.a. + 

APOSTOLOS + KAI + PROPHET8S = Granville-Sharp Rule? It is said not to hold for 

plurals at all times.  Question posed: Is the foundation only apostles who are prophets 

or apostles and prophets? These were temporary revelatory gifts that established the 

Doctrine in the early church. It appears from Rev 21:14 “And the wall of the city had 

twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of 

the Lamb.” This seems that the construction is showing us that the apostles were 

prophets. This does not limit there being other prophets in the Church age, we know 

there were, but just says they were not part of the foundation.), Christ Jesus Himself 

being (Pres Act Ptc EIMI) the chief corner stone (AKROGWNIAIOS = from AKROS = 

highest, extreme + GONIA = corner, angel; 2x 1 Pet 2:6; that which governs the 

building), 
  

2:20 L.T. = having been built upon the foundation of the apostles even prophets, Christ 

Jesus Himself being the chief corner stone, 
 

Summary: 

1. Whoever accepts Jesus as Messiah will not be disappointed. 1 Pet 2:6 cf Isa 28:16 
"Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, And he who believes in Him shall 

not be disappointed." Isa 28:16-18 Therefore thus says the Lord God, "Behold, I am laying in 
Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who 
believes in it will not be disturbed. 17 "And I will make justice the measuring line, And 
righteousness the level; Then hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, And the waters shall 
overflow the secret place. 18 "And your covenant with death shall be canceled, And your pact 
with Sheol shall not stand; When the overwhelming scourge passes through, Then you 
become its trampling place.  

2. God’s household, where the Jews and Gentiles are now one, is revealed and 

validated by the primary authorities of the Church Age. 

3. The apostles and prophets are tested by the standards set by Christ. 

4. While Jesus primarily addressed Jews, His messages were often universal. 

5. Since the Lord did not exclude any person, on what grounds should we? 

 

Theological Principle: Jesus established the standards for entry into God’s house. 
(Just like He did with the Tabernacle and Temple that excluded Gentiles. This spiritual house 
does not exclude them.) 

 

Eph 2:21 = The Universal Church 
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in whom the whole building (Pres Act Subj + OIKODOM8), being fitted together (Pres Pas 

Ptc SUNARMOLOGEW = 2x, cf. 4:16; to choose a joint with) is growing (Pres Act Ind 

AUXANW) into a holy temple (NAOS + HAGIOS = i.e., One temple; inner sanctum) in the 
Lord; 
 

2:21 L.T. = in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy 

temple in the Lord; 
 

Summary: 

1. God has designed the Universal Church to fit together in specific manner. 

2. He designed the way that the pieces fit. 

3. Why are there so many denominations? God’s design. 

4. Why are there churches that focus on a particular ministry? 

5. Why are there so many different “forms” used in churches today? 

6. Not that it is growing of its own accord into what He wants. 

7. It is growing in spite of our goof-ups, failures, legalisms, gossip et al. 

8. One thing is for sure, when He redeems the church at the Rapture, it too will be a 

display of His grace. 

9. It is by God’s design that there are so many different types of churches so that they 

can reach out to people in many different ways. 

10. Let us not attack others or be jealous of them, but let us pray for their success 

because it is of grace and Grace is from the Lord. Rom 12:18 
 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.  

 

Theological Principle: The Church is being fitted together under His sovereign will. 

 

Eph 2:22 = The Local Church 
 

in whom you (pl) also are being built together (Pres Pas Ind SUNOIKODOMEW) into a 

dwelling (KATOIK8T8RIOV) of God in the Spirit. 
 

2:22 L.T. = in whom you all also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the 

Spirit. 
 

Summary:  

1. Paul points out what God is doing with the Local Church. 

2. He has designed local churches to be a place where He abides through the 

operation of the Holy Spirit. 

3. To realize that He lives here, prejudice must be removed and unity sought with all 

believers. 

4. The Local Church should be Ambassadors for Peace because of an individual 

appreciation of grace. 

5. Due to our relationship with the Trinity, we should develop a relationship with One 

Another, because we are in the same family. 
 

Theological Principle: Local churches should manifest universal principles. 
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Ephesians 3:1-13 
Grace Ministry 

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

1. Grace Plan (1:3-14) 

2. Grace Confidence (1:15-23) 

3. Grace Salvation (2:1-10) 

4. Grace Unity (2:11-22) 

5. Grace Ministry (3:1-13) 

 

Eph 3:1 = Personalization 
 

For this reason (building up of God’s household) I, Paul, the prisoner (DESMIOS = 16x; 

captive; here a wiling one) of (the) Christ Jesus (Gen = concerning, belonging to) for the 

sake of you Gentiles (on behalf of you all-the Gentiles)— 
 

3:1 L.T. = For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of the Christ Jesus on behalf of you all-the 

Gentiles— 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul personalizes the ministry given him by the Lord. 

2. Paul stood up for the Lord and was imprisoned as a result. 

3. Even in a Roman prison Paul considers himself a prisoner of the Lord and for the 

Lord. 

4. While the heat is on him, it is milder on other believers. 

5. The world’s strategy is to neutralize the “ringleaders” so it will neutralize 

Christianity. (not a bad strategy) 

6. Love will endure hardship to benefit others. 

7. One benefit they have is do what Paul can’t. 

 

Principle: Distress for us may relieve pressure for others. 
(are we mature enough to handle it? Namely, not just endure but have the right attitude?) 

 

Eph 3:2 = How It Is a Benefit 
 

if indeed (2nd class condition = since) you have heard of the stewardship (OIKONOMIA = 

9x; Luke 16:2,3,4 = give account of the stewardship; i.e. how the time was spent using 

what was given; means the “law of the house” which refers to the governing principles 

of the given era; this word is often translated “dispensation” and is directly connected 

to Dispensational theology) of God’s grace (the grace of the God) which was given to me 
for you; 
 

3:2 L.T. = since you have heard of the stewardship of the grace of the God which was 

given to me for you; 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul sees his incarceration is an outgrowth of God’s Grace. 
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2. He will get to address Caesar about the Lord’s grace in fulfillment of an initial 

prophecy given about him. Acts 9:15 

3. The benefit to the Ephesians is to look for God’s Grace in any circumstances they 

may find themselves. 

4. Grace is the “law of the house” for this Dispensation, but we must look through our 

tribulations to see its value and thus walk in it. 

5. How often do we look for God’s Grace during the pressures of this life? 

 

Principle: A message of grace will face opposition to varying degrees. 

 

Eph 3:3 = The Blinders Removed 
 

that by revelation (APOKALUPSIS = 18x; an unveiling; cf Rev 1:1; 2 Cor 12:1,7 Paul had 

more than one; compare to “illumination”) there was made known (Aor Pas Ind 

EPIGINWSKW = 25x; 6x in Ephesians; fully known) to me the mystery (MUSTERION = 

28x; 6x in Ephesians; 4x in Colossians; that which wasn’t realized), as I wrote before in 

brief (an epistle we do not have). 
 

3:3 L.T. = that by revelation there was made fully known to me the mystery, as I wrote 

before in brief.  
 

Summary: 

1. The “blinders” were taken off Paul’s eyes and  God’s plan of grace became crystal 

clear to him. Acts 9:18 

2. Paul’s “credentials” were already established with this church so he doesn’t feel the 

need to retrace his steps as it relates to his conversion and spiritual education. 

3. As information was “unveiled” to Paul he passed it on to others. 

4. God gives to us to give to others. 

 

Theological Principle: God’s revelation was given to specific people to pass on. 

 

Eph 3:4 = Paul’s Insight 
 

And by referring to this (previous letter), when you read (Pres Act Ptc ANAGINWSKW = 

32x; to know up; read) you can (Pres Pas Ind DUNAMAI = are empowered, are able) 

understand (Aor Act Inf NOEW = to perceive with the mind as distinct from perception by 

feeling) my insight (SUNESIS = to set together in an organization of thoughts; Paul’s 

Systematic Theology; insight; grasp of overall picture) into the mystery of Christ, 
 

3:4 L.T. = And by referring to this, when you read you are empowered to understand my 

insight into the mystery of Christ, 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul’s “credentials” are such that they can trust his analyses because they could be 

clearly evaluated. 

2. The Ephesians will be able to understand and thus believe what Paul is going to 

explain to them. 

3. Understanding the Word of God is designed for all so that all can minister to others. 
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4. Understanding requires the Holy Spirit working with our human spirit. 1 Cor 2:10-16 
For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the 
depths of God. 11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the 
man, which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. 12 
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 
know the things freely given to us by God, 13 which things we also speak, not in words taught 
by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual 
words. 14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are 
foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. 15 
But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no man. 16 For who 
has known the mind of the Lord, that he should instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ.  

5. The “veil” that was upon the “mystery” was placed there in part because mankind 

asked for it. Exo 34:30-35; 2 Cor 4:3-4; 2 Cor 3:12-18 
Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, 13 and are not as Moses, 
who used to put a veil over his face that the sons of Israel might not look intently at the end of 
what was fading away. 14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading 
of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. 15 But to 
this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; 16 but whenever a man turns to 
the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the 
Spirit.  

6. For the “veil” to be lifted man must want to see the glory of God in order to do His 

will. Matt 6:33; 7:7 (Seek first His Kingdom, Ask and it shall be given) 

 

Theological Principle: Believers are empowered to understand deeper theology. 
(the issue is whether or not they will rely on the Holy Spirit) 

 

Eph 3:5 = Complete Revelation 
 

which (mystery) in other generations was not made known (OUK+ Aor Pas Ind 

EPIGINWSKW = fully known; i.e., not all the details of the Messiah were given clearly; 

but more than enough information was there to identify Him) to the sons of (the) men 

(term for all of mankind), as it has now been revealed (WS + VUV + Aor Pas Ind 

APOKALUPTW) to His holy apostles and prophets (G-S rule? A little different construction: 

the holy apostles of Him and/even prophets; the adjective is slipped into the 

construction cf. 2:20; it appears to be a construction that confirms Apostles = prophets, 

but also that they are separate; the apostles were accountable also in the new system) 

in the Spirit (EV + Dat PNEUMA = by; the Holy Spirit is in us);  
 

3:5 L.T. = which in other generations was not made fully known to the sons of the men, 

as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 
 

Summary: 

1.  The generation after the First Advent had the benefit of the clear-cut revelation of 

God concerning the Messiah. 
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2. Not all the details of Messiah had been clearly given before the First Advent, but 

there was sufficient information to identify Him. (Simeon was looking for the 
“consolation of Israel”; a term for Messiah; Luke 2:25-32) 

3. At this point in time, none of mankind has the remotest possibility of a valid excuse. 

Rom 1:20 

4. The foundation stones of the church, the apostles and prophets, were given the 

initial information and clarifications. 1 Cor 14:29-33 
And let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment. 30 But if a revelation is 
made to another who is seated, let the first keep silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by 
one, so that all may learn and all may be exhorted; 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject 
to prophets; 33 for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the 
saints. 

5. The Holy Spirit was the agent of the revelation. 

6. Since Believers as priests have the same Holy Spirit inside us, we too can 

understand all that they understood. Cf John 16:13 

 

Theological Principle: The Church was given a clearer understanding of Messiah than 

was revealed in previous generations. 

 

Theological Principle: The Holy Spirit, not mere man, is the true agent of revelation. 

 

Eph 3:6 = Applicable Specifics 
 

to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs (SUGKL8RONOMOS = 4X; Rom 8:17 joint-

heirs with Christ; Heb 11:9 with Abraham/Isaac/Jacob; 1 Pet 3:7 way to treat wife) and 

fellow-members of the body (SUSSWMA = 1x) and fellow-partakers (SUMMETOCHOS = 2x; 

cf. 5:7; a partner with) of the promise of (of Eternal Life) in Christ Jesus through the gospel 

(EUAGGELION), 
 

3:6 L.T. = to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the 

body, and fellow-partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 
 

Summary: 

1. Part of the “mystery” was that Gentiles were always permitted to partake of the 

benefits of salvation. 

2. But that part of the “mystery” has been completely unveiled. 

3. Gentiles: 

a.  share in the riches of His Grace. 1:7 

b.  are a part of His Body–the Church. 2:16; 4:16 

c.  are partners with the Jews who believed in the Grace of Eternal Life. 

d.  have the “Blessed Hope.” Titus 2:13 

4. As believing Gentiles, we share in all the grace given to Israel. 

5. The Jews Hope is the Gentiles Hope. 

 

Theological Principle: The Church is composed of Jews and Gentiles who will share in 

the riches of eternal life. 

 

Eph 3:7 = Paul’s Function and Ours 
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of which (the gospel) I was made (Aor Pas Ind GINOMAI) a minister (DIAKONOS = 29x; has 

emphasis on acts of service and not the office–he was an APOSTOLOS who was 

DIAKONOS), according to the gift (DWREA = 11x; word that stresses gratuitous character; 

used in 4:7 to describe Christ’s gift; free gift) of God’s grace (of the grace of the God) 

which was given to me according to the working (ENERGEIA = active operation) of His power 

(DUNAMIS = inherent power). 
 

3:7 L.T. = of which I was made a minister, according to the free gift of the grace of the 

God which was given to me according to the active operation of His inherent power. 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul was appointed by God to serve Him by serving others. 

2. The ability to serve is a gift of God’s grace. 

3. We do not deserve nor did we earn the freedom to serve our God, for the Lord 

bought that freedom. Gal 5:1,13 

4. The gift of the ability to serve becomes needs to become personal to believers to 

serve in love.  Gal 5:22-26 

5. Believers may not legitimately take credit for the function of the gift because it is 

God’s power in which it properly functions. 

6. When we appreciate grace, God’s power can flow through us to will and to work His 

good pleasure. Php 2:12-16 
So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God 
who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing; 15 that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, 
children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you appear as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of 
Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.  

7. Ministry with the right attitude is focused on others and requires no thanks.  

Luke 17:5-10 
And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 6 And the Lord said, "If you had faith 
like a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and be planted in the 
sea'; and it would obey you. 7 "But which of you, having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will 
say to him when he has come in from the field, 'Come immediately and sit down to eat'? 8 "But 
will he not say to him, 'Prepare something for me to eat, and properly clothe yourself and 
serve me until I have eaten and drunk; and afterward you will eat and drink'? 9 "He does not 
thank the slave because he did the things which were commanded, does he? 10 "So you too, 
when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, 'We are unworthy slaves; we have 
done only that which we ought to have done.'"  

8. Because of the promised eternal life we have hope springing from the Gospel so we 

should be able to minister to others without fear. 

9. As we minister to others, God’s power is released through us and we stand in awe of 

Him. (praying that you see God at work? Try ministry!) 

10. The greater our awe of Him, the stronger our hope will be. 

 

Theological Principle: Grace is given to us to serve others. 

 



 43 

Eph 3:8 = First Purpose of Ministry 
 

To me the very least of all saints (seeing himself as a great sinner), this grace was given 

(Aor Pas Ind DIDWMI = pt of time; cf. 1:8; we have more than we need) to preach (Aor Act 

Inf EUAGGELIDZW = spread good news; gifts are given to give away; note the purpose 

of grace in our lives) to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ (ANEXICHNIASTOS = 

2x Rom 11:33; means not able to trace out, unsearchable; beyond quantifying; without 

limits), 
 

3:8 L.T. = To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the 

Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, 
 

Summary: 

1. God’s power at work through us is a humbling experience. 
 (like trying to help someone and the right and best words are just flowing through you 

without any forethought on your part. So good you want to take notes on yourself.) 

2. Our own abilities or even spiritual gifts that are used for self-serving ends only lead 

to arrogance. 

3. Grace was given to us to tell others about the riches of Christ that cannot be 

quantified or measured. 

4. There are no limits to His grace to reach to the greatest of sinners. 

5. What a gift we have to offer! 

 

Theological Principle: We cannot now fully know the riches of relationship to the 

Messiah. 
 

Eph 3:9 = Second Purpose of Ministry 
 

and to bring to light (Aor Act Inf PHWTIDZW = 11x; cause light to shine; cf 1:18 prayer for 

“enlightenment”) what is the administration (OIKONOMIA = cf. 3:2; stewardship; law of 

the house) of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God (Perf Pas Ptc 

APOKRUPTW = 6X; to cancel from, to cover out of view; Mat 11:25; 25:18; Lk 10:21; 1 

Cor 2:7; Col 1:26) who created (Aor Act Ptc KTIDZW) all things; 
 

3:9 L.T. = and to bring to light what is the stewardship of the mystery which for ages 

has been hidden in God, who created all things;  

 

Summary: 

1. A grace ministry is not only to proclaim the Gospel but to explain the Word to make 

disciples, of grace. Cf Matt 28:18-20 

2.  The explanation of the Word from the Creator includes what was previously not 

known or understood about the Lord. 

3. It did not take wisdom and intelligence to identify the Messiah. Luke 10:21 
At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, "I praise Thee, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, that Thou didst hide these things from the wise and intelligent and didst 
reveal them to babes. Yes, Father, for thus it was well-pleasing in Thy sight. 

4. To those who are cosmically wise, this hidden wisdom is not understood.   

1 Cor 2:6-9 
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Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age, 
nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; 7 but we speak God's wisdom in a 
mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God predestined before the ages to our glory; 8 the 
wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory; 9 but just as it is written, "Things which eye has not 
seen and ear has not heard, And which have not entered the heart of man, All that God has 
prepared for those who love Him." 

5. This “mystery” involves the riches of the glory of His Grace, which is Christ in you. 
Col 1:24-29 

Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body (which 
is the church) in filling up that which is lacking in Christ's afflictions. 25 Of this church I was made a 
minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, that I might fully 
carry out the preaching of the word of God, 26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the 
past ages and generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, 27 to whom God willed to 
make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, 
the hope of glory. 28 And we proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all 
wisdom, that we may present every man complete in Christ. 29 And for this purpose also I labor, 
striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.  

6. The more we realize and appreciate this, the more Christ becomes “in us,” and the 

greater our Hope. 

7. God designed this “mystery” not to keep mankind in the dark, but to show them the 

way out of the darkness they were already in. 1 Peter 2:9-10 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light; 10 for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of 
God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

8. Where there is Light, Christ is involved. John 8:12 

 

Theological Principle: We have a lot of information about the Creator and His plan that 

was given us to share with others. 

 

Eph 3:10 = Main Reason for Ministry 
 

in order that the manifold wisdom (POLUPOIKILOS = 1x; marked with a variety of colors, 

used of a cloth or painting; a wonderful tapestry of SOPHIA = 51x; an understanding of 

how to use knowledge) of (the) God might now be made known (Aor Pas Subj GNWRIDZW 

= to cause to know, discover; information given) through the church to the rulers (ARCH8 

= chief ruler) and authorities (EXOUSIA = to have out of; possess authority) in the 
heavenly places. 
 

3:10 L.T. = in order that the manifold wisdom of the God might now be made known 

through the church to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 
 

Summary: 

1. True ministry presents God’s wisdom, not man’s. Jas 3:13-18 
Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in 
the gentleness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, 
do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom is not that which comes down 
from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 
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there is disorder and every evil thing. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 18 
And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.  

2. You cannot make anyone believe God’s Word, but you can present it. 
(remember we are to be fishers of men, so spiritual bait is appropriate) 

3. The function of the Church in the Angelic Conflict is to present and explain the 

wisdom of the God. (Remember the prayer in Chapter 1 that begins with “wisdom”?) 

4. The Bible tells us that the angelic beings are deeply interested in this. 1 Pet 1:10-12 
As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made 
careful search and inquiry, 11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within 
them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. 12 It was 
revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now 
have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit 
sent from heaven —  things into which angels long to look.  

5. God lets the foolish things of the world shame the wise. 1 Cor 1:26-31 
For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame 
the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are 
strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the things that 
are not, that He might nullify the things that are, 29 that no man should boast before God. 30 
But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 that, just as it is written, "Let him who 
boasts, boast in the Lord."  

 

Theological Principle: Grace is a central issue in the Angelic Conflict. 

 

Eph 3:11 = Focus of Ministry 
 

This was in accordance with the eternal purpose (PROTHESIS = 12x; a setting beforehand; 

used of the shewbread; It is easy to miss that the items in the Holy Place have 

prophetical meaning; the 12 loaves are connected to the Abrahamic Covenant which is 

still to be fulfilled; purpose as in Rom 8:28) which He carried out (Aor Act Ind POIEW = 

did) in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
 

3:11 L.T. = This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He did in Christ 

Jesus our Lord, 
 

 Summary: 

1. The Plan of the Ages included the resolution of the Angelic Conflict in and by the 

person of Jesus Christ. 

2. Thus Jesus the Messiah is to be the focus of one’s ministry. 

3. Grace ministry has impact in the Angelic Conflict. 

4. Our Hope is in the One who is already the Victor. 

 

Theological Principle: The Plan of God is focused on Jesus the Messiah. 

 

Eph 3:12 =  Power / Hope / Access 
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in whom (Jesus Christ) we have (Pres Act Ind ECHW = a present possession and 

historical fact) boldness (PARR8SIA = 31x; lack of fear, courage) and confident access 

(PROSAGWG8 = a leading or being into the presence of; to go before His face cf 2:18; 

Rom 5:2 + PEPOITH8SIS = 6x; 2 Cor 1:15; 3:4; 8:22; 10:2; Php 3:4; denotes persuasion, 

trust, assurance, confidence) through faith in Him (Lit: through the faith of Him). 
 

3:12 L.T. = in whom we have boldness and confident access through the faith of Him. 

 

Summary: 

1. Access to the Father is because of the human faith of Jesus to obey the Plan.  

Mark 14:36 

2. The Holy Spirit is the agent of our access to the Father. Cf 2:18 

3. Our position in Christ and the Indwelling of the Holy Spirit permits us realize the 

boldness with which we may come to the Father. Heb 4:16 

4. Confidence comes as a result of being persuaded that our heavenly Father has 

accepted us. 

5.  Even the power is provided for us to come boldly before the throne. 

6. This does not mean to rudely come before the Creator to make selfish requests.  

 Php 2:3-4 

7.  It does mean that our heavenly Father is pleased when we come to Him as our 

Daddy to make a request. Matt 6:9; Heb 13:15-17 

 

Theological Principle: God wants us in His presence, which we are, but we must 

choose to realize it. 

 

Eph 3:13 =  Request 
 

Therefore (DIO = draws conclusion from preceding paragraph) I ask you (Pres Act Ind 

AITEW = as an inferior to a superior; humbly) not to lose heart (M8 + Pres Act Inf 

EKKAKEW = to lack courage, lose heart, faint; 6x) at my tribulations (THLIPSIS) on your 
behalf, for they are your glory. 
 

3:13 L.T. = Therefore I humbly ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your 

behalf, for they are your glory. 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul humbly requests that they not quit or become hesitant in their Christian walk 

because of his pressures. 

2. Mankind’s tendency is to read opposition and problems as “signs from God” that 

they are out of His will, yet by doing the Will of God we will face opposition. John 

5:18 

3. Since we are all part of one Body, what glorifies God glorifies the Body. 

4.  The Lord encouraged His disciples to pray and not lose heart. Luke 18:1 
Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose 
heart,  

5. When our ministry appreciates His mercy to us and others, we will not lose heart.     

2 Cor 4:1 
Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart, 
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6. The consistent renewing of our inner man will also keep us from losing heart.           

2 Cor 4:16-18 
Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is 
being renewed day by day. 17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal 
weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.  

7. These things will keep us from growing weary in doing good. Gal 6:9 
And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary. 

2 Thes 3:13-14 But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing good.  

8. Pain by others on your behalf should result in fruit by you. 
(honor your father and mother) 

  9. Hope should also be stimulated in you by the ministry of others, especially those 

you have mentored. 

10. Will we pass on this hope to future generations? 

11. The Power of God at work in your life builds Hope. 

12. Ministry is how you and others will see His Power in time. 

13. Hope requires knowledge coupled with an active Faith, and both must be based on 

Love.  

 

Practical Principle: Never quit. 

 

Ephesians 3:14-19 

Grace Desires 
 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

1. Grace Plan (1:3-14) 

2. Grace Confidence (1:15-23) 

3. Grace Salvation (2:1-10) 

4. Grace Unity (2:11-22) 

5. Grace Ministry (3:1-13) 

6. Grace Desires (3:14-19) 

 

Eph 3:14 = Paul’s Love for Them 
 

For this reason (their glory, that they may not lose heart TOUTOU + CHARIV = for this 

grace cause) I bow (Pres Act Ind KAMPTW = 4x; Rom 11:4 of those who did not bow to 

Baal; Rom 14:11 every knee will bow; Php 2:10 every knee should bow) my knees before 
the Father, 
 

3:14 L.T. = For this grace cause I bow my knees before the Father, 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul is involved in intensive prayer for their spiritual stamina. 

2. He does not want them to lose heart but to persevere and receive glory from God. 

3. A mature Believer wants to see others become mature. Cf Ch 1 
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4. Note the position of prayer Paul used to denote a humble attitude before the throne 

while making His request. 

5. How intensive are we in our prayers for others? 

 

Theological Principle: Mature Believers want to see everyone do well in their 

relationship with God. 

 

Eph 3:15 = Family 
 

from whom every family (Gentiles too) in heaven and on earth derives its name (Pres Pas 

Ind ONOMADZW = causative ending; is caused to be named; i.e., in relationship to the 

Father), 
 

3:15 L.T. = from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 
 

Summary: 

1. Who and what we are and Whom we are related to is but a function of the Grace of 

God. 

2. All “families” are evaluated by their relationship to the Father through His Son. 

3. When we believe, we get a new name that will show our relationship and function for 

the Son. Rev 2:17; 3:12 

4. Did we walk in His Grace? Col 2:8 

 

Theological Principle: The fact that we even have a family name is from God. 

 

Eph 3:16 = Crux of Request 
 

that He would grant you (Aor Act Subj DIDWMI = denotes potential), according to the riches 

of His glory (manifestation of His character; i.e., personal involvement), to be 

strengthened (Aor Pas Inf KRATAIOW = 4x; from outside source–Him) with power 

(DUNAMIS = inherent power; not just there but ready to be used) through His Spirit in the 

inner man; (like plugging in a rechargeable battery) 
 

3:16 L.T. = that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man; 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul prays not only for his own strength but also for the strength of others. 

2.  The strengthening occurs when we “see” God’s glory at work in our lives and in the 

lives of others. 

3.  This lets us identify whether or not real Hope is alive in our souls. 

4.  The agent of this strengthening is God the Holy Spirit. 

5. As we see His fruit produced through us we are encouraged. Gal 5:22-23 

6. This Hope is not based on our view of the circumstances of life but on the reality of 

His promises in the soul. 

7. John the Baptist was a model for us. Luke 1:74 

And the child (John) continued to grow, and to become strong in spirit, and he lived in the 
deserts until the day of his public appearance to Israel.  
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8. As was his cousin. Luke 2:39-40 
And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned to 

Galilee, to their own city of Nazareth. 40 And the Child continued to grow and become strong, 
increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.  

9. This power is available to live an alert life, firm in the faith, and living our God-given 

roles. 1 Cor 16:13-14 

Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 14 Let all that you do be done 
in love.  

 

Theological Principle: Mature Believers don’t want other Believers to falter. 

 

Eph 3:17 = Desired Results 
 

so that Christ may dwell (Aor Act Inf KATOIKEW = 45x; live according to a standard) in 

your hearts (The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit in you at salvation, the Indwelling of Jesus 

Christ is not cf. Gal 4:19; “heart” looks at the center of your being) through faith (DIA 

PISTIS = as we let down more and more of our walls and believe more and more in Him 

and His Word, He comes into us more and more); and that you, being rooted (Perf Pas Ptc 

RHIDZOW = 2X Col 2:7 firmly rooted, PF = completed results, PS = received this love; 

PTC means ongoing/eternal) and grounded (Perf Pas Ptc THEMELIOW = to lay the 

foundation of, to found; 6x; i.e., placed on a foundation of love) in love,  
 

3:17 L.T. = so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being 

rooted and placed on a foundation in love, 
 

Summary: 

1. This strengthening is not for selfish personal gain but so that our Lord may live in 

and through us. 

2. The strengthening involves putting away the lusts of the flesh, so that His Light may 

shine through. 

3. The more we empty ourselves and let Him function through us the more realization 

of His Indwelling we will have. 

4. In areas of our life where we do not trust Him we must seek to change. 

5. The rooting is designed to let us walk in Grace. Col 2:6-10 
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 having been firmly 
rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, 
and overflowing with gratitude. 8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy 
and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles 
of the world, rather than according to Christ. 9 For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in 
bodily form,  

6. The foundation was laid by the apostles and prophets. 2:20 

7. We are already a permanent part of the structure and are there as a result of grace 

for all eternity. 1 Peter 2:4-10 
And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight 
of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For this is 
contained in Scripture: "Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, And he 
who believes in Him shall not be disappointed." 7 This precious value, then, is for you who 
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believe. But for those who disbelieve, "The stone which the builders rejected, This became the 
very corner stone," 8 and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense"; for they stumble 
because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed. 9 But 
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light; 10 for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you 
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

8. But are we living stones? 

9. God’s Love put us there. 

 

Theological Principle: Love is the foundation of the Christian life. 

 

Eph 3:18 = Dimensions of Love 
 

may be able (Aor Act Subj EXISCHUW = 1x; prefix intensifies; thoroughly able; sufficient 

strength) to comprehend (Aor Act Inf KATALAMBANW = receive according to a standard; 

to lay hold of, firmly grasp) with all the saints (Universal Church) what is the breadth 

(PLATOS = 4x; width) and length (M8KOS) and height (HUPSOS) and depth (BARTHOS), 
 

3:18 L.T. = may be thoroughly able to comprehend with all the saints what is the 

breadth and length and height and depth, 
 

Summary: 

1. God’s Love reaches beyond any physical boundaries. 

2. God’s Love stretches from eternity to eternity. 

3. God’s Love reaches from heaven to earth. 

4. God’s Love is deep enough to reach into the grave and extract us. 

5. God’s Love is infinite. 

6. The appreciation of God’s love is what permits us to live a life of Hope. 

7. Paul’s prayer is that all of the church will explore the dimensions of the Love of God. 

 

Principle: God’s love is infinite, so everyone has the chance to embrace it. 

 

Eph 3:19 = Beyond Human Knowledge 
 

and to know (Aor Act Inf GINWSKW) the love of (the) Christ (AGAP8) which surpasses (Pres 

Act Ptc HUPERBALLW = cast over, is surpassing) knowledge (GNOSIS), that (HINA = 

result) you may be filled up (Aor Pas Subj PL8ROW = 80x; 4x in Eph; 1:23 the fulness of 

Him who fills all; 4:10 that He might fill all things; 5:18 be filled with the Holy Spirit; you 

receive this potential) to all the fulness (PL8RWMA = 17x; 4x in Eph; 1:10 dispensation of 

the fulness of the times; 1:23 fulness of Him; 4:13 unto the measure of the stature of the 

fullness of Christ; the result of a filling; these words look at processes) of (the) God. 
 

3:19 L.T. = and to know the love of the Christ which is surpassing knowledge, that you 

may be filled up to all the fulness of God. 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul wants people to not just know about Christ’s Love but experience it. 
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2. Finite minds cannot totally fathom the infinite, so His love is always open to 

exploration. 

3. Paul also wants us to be filled up with His Love. 

4. Only in Christ can we be filled up with Him. Col 2:9 

5. Notice the potential to love is there beyond our wildest imaginations. 

6. This experiential Hope is identified by our Relationship with God and One Another, 

realizing His Power at work in our lives through our ministry, and seeing His Love 

involvement in history. 

7. This Hope has to produce Joy. 
 

Principle: God’s love, brought by the Holy Spirit, is designed to fill us with the Essence 

of God.  (compare what should happen in our lives as we are conformed to His image, His 
essence) 

 
Ephesians 3:20-21 

Grace Abundance 
 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

1. Grace Plan (1:3-14) 

2. Grace Confidence (1:15-23) 

3. Grace Salvation (2:1-10) 

4. Grace Unity (2:11-22) 

5. Grace Ministry (3:1-13) 

6. Grace Desires (3:14-19) 

7. Grace Abundance (3:20-21) 

 

Eph 3:20 = What Limits? 
 

Now to Him who is able (Pres Pas Ptc DUNAMAI = ongoing inherent ability) to do (Aor Act 

Inf POIEW) exceedingly abundantly beyond all (HUPEREKPERISSW = 2x?; triple 

compound word; cf 1 Thes 5:13 to esteem them highly; here HUPER = above + EK = out 

of + PERISSOS = 6x; Matt 5:37 to go beyond a simple “yes” or “no”; Mark 6:51 of 

amazement beyond measure; John 10:10 = might have life more abundantly; this is 

preceded by HUPER PANTA = above all things; it is the most superlative way to say 

anything in the Greek) that we ask (Pres Act Ind AITEW = 70x; from an inferior to a 

superior) or think (Pres Act Ind NOEW), according to the power (DUNAMIS) that works (Pres 

Act Ptc ENERGEW = is working) within us, 
 

3:20 L.T. = Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly beyond all that we 

humbly ask or think, according to the power that is working within us, 
 

Summary: 

1. Our God is truly awesome and amazing. 

2. As we probe the infinite nature of His Love, our Hope will build. 

3. No humble request is too great for Him. 

 A. He knows our request and humility before we ask. Matt 6:8-13 
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"Therefore do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need, before you ask Him. 9 
"Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 10 'Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 11 'Give us this day our daily 
bread. 12 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 'And do not lead 
us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.]'  

 B. Our humility is fully known by Him and He wants to answer our requests.  

Matt 7:7-11 (all are AITEW) 
"Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to 
you. 8 "For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it 
shall be opened. 9 "Or what man is there among you, when his son shall ask him for a loaf, 
will give him a stone? 10 "Or if he shall ask for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he?  

C. A special request that requires humility is for wisdom. Jas 1:5-8 
But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and 
without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for 
the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that 
man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, 
unstable in all his ways.  

D. He knows when we are trying to just act humble. Jas 4:1-4 
What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that 
wage war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are 
envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask. 
3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it 
on your pleasures.  

E.  To those who humbly ask us for answers about the faith that is in us we need to 

be able to defend it. 1 Pet 3:13-17 
And who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should 
suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and 
do not be troubled, 15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a 
defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with 
gentleness and reverence; 16 and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you 
are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is 
better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what 
is wrong. 

 F. Humble requests recognize God’s will.  1 John 5:13-17 
These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that 
you may know that you have eternal life. 14 And this is the confidence which we have before 
Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He 
hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from 
Him. 16 If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God 
will for him give life to those who commit sin not leading to death. There is a sin leading to 
death; I do not say that he should make request for this. 17 All unrighteousness is sin, and 
there is a sin not leading to death.  

4. Nothing is too difficult for Him to accomplish. 

5. Hope that is matured through experience leads to vision to ask for more. 

6. The only limits to our vision is what we place on ourselves and often we just think 

too small. 1 Chr 4:9-10 
And Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his mother named him Jabez saying, 
"Because I bore him with pain." 10 Now Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, "Oh that 
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Thou wouldst bless me indeed, and enlarge my border, and that Thy hand might be with me, 
and that Thou wouldst keep me from harm, that it may not pain me!" And God granted him 
what he requested.  

7. Remember that the necessary power is already resident within us through the 

Indwelling Holy Spirit. 

8. What does He want us to do for Him? 

9. Are we really available to be transformed by His Love? 

 

Principle: Don’t try to put God in a box. 

 

Eph 3:21 = The Focus of Glory 
 

to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to (EIS = into) all generations (GENEA) 

forever and ever (lit: of the ages of the ages).  Amen. 
 

3:21 L.T. = to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus into all generations into 

the ages of the ages.  Amen. 

 

Summary: 

1. Everything we do should be done for His glory. 

2. The Church must never forget its foundation and reason for existence. 

3. To give Him the glory requires that we realize the manifestations of His character. 

4. Are we looking for the Blessed Hope??  

 

Application: For what purpose do we work? 
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Ephesians 4:1-16 

Peace in the Church 
 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

C. The Walk of the Church–Peace (4:1–6:24) 

1. Peace in the Church (4:1-16) 

 

Commands: 2:11; 4:25,26(3),27,28(2),29,30,31,32; 

5:1,2,3,5,6,7,8,11(2),14(2),15,17(2),18(2),25,33; 6:1,2,4(2),5,9,10,11,13,14,17 

 

Introduction: 

1. The first three chapters dealt at length with grace and how it leads to hope. 

2. The last three chapters deal with peace which is an outgrowth of grace and hope. 

3. In view are some battlegrounds for peace. 

4. We are not looking at a “peace at any cost” approach but rather a “peace because of 

the cost to Him” approach. 

 

Eph 4:1 = Exhortation to the Saints 
 

I (EGW = personal desire of Paul’s, is it the Lord’s? Read on), therefore (OUV = as a 

result of Experiential Hope and Grace and because the Lord can do more than we can 

ask or think possible), the prisoner of the Lord (cf. 3:1; there Gen; here EV + dative; 

similar yet quite different; trans: in the Lord; i.e., held captive in Him; based on Eternal 

Security) entreat (Pres Act Ind PARAKALEW = to call alongside; encourage; exhort; 

main verb) you to walk in a manner worthy (AXIWS = 6x; adverb of manner) of the calling 

(KL8SIS = 11x; cf Rom 11:29 the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable) with which you 

(believers) have been called (Aor Pas Ind KALEW = 148x; to call at a point in time, i.e. 

your salvation),   
 

4:1 L.T. = I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, encourage you to walk in a manner 

worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 
 

Summary: 

1. All saints should share this desire for themselves and other members of the Royal 

Family. 

2. Because of what the Lord can do (Eph 3:20), this desire is obtainable. 

3. The “worthy manner” is not possible simply by labor of the flesh, but requires 

spiritual wisdom. Col 1:9-12 
For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to 
ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, 10 so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all 
respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 
strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all 
steadfastness and patience; joyously 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in light 

4. The worthy walk is designed as an outgrowth of the security we have in Christ. 
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 (The image is that we are “prisoners” in the sense of not being able to escape His hands 
as the Lord taught in John 10) 

5. Thus this worthy walk is based on Grace, a living Hope and a response to His love. 

Php 1:27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ;  

6. Spiritual worthiness refers more to value and usability than merit. 
 (the testimony is more important than the title) 

7. We have been called to peace with God and man, and have been given a ministry of 

Reconciliation. 2 Cor 5:18-21 
Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating 
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him who knew 
no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

8. This walk seeks to please Him in all respects and bear fruit in every good work. 2 

Cor 5:6-10 
Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body 
we are absent from the Lord —  7 for we walk by faith, not by sight —  8 we are of good 
courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. 
9 Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be 
recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  

9. By context, it is based on Grace, fixed on Hope and seeks Peace. 

10. The worthy walk needs spiritual examples. 1 Thes 2:9-12 
For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so as not to be a 
burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 10 You are witnesses, and so 
is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward you believers; 11 just 
as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a 
father would his own children, 12 so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who 
calls you into His own kingdom and glory.  

11.  Specifics of the worthy walk will be described throughout the rest of this epistle. 

12. This epistle was written so we may know the hope of our calling. Eph 1:18 
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope 
of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 

13. The calling is: 

 A.  Irrevocable. Rom 11:29 

 B.  Based in grace not human wisdom. 1 Cor 1:26 

 C.  Practical. 1 Cor 7:20 (stay in that same calling in which your were called) 

 D.  Is designed to generate hope. Eph 4:4 

 E.  Is upward, meaning from God the Father. Php 3:14 (upward call of God in Christ) 

 F.  Carries the responsibility of a response. 2 Thes 1:11-12 
To this end also we pray for you always that our God may count you worthy of your calling, 
and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power; 12 in order that the name 
of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 G. Holy. 2 Tim 1:8-9 
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, or of me His prisoner; but join with 
me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us, and called 
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us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace 
which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, 

 H.  Heaven based. Heb 3:1 
Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and 
High Priest of our confession. 

 I. Is to be experienced in time.  2 Pet 1:10-11 
Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing 
you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; 11 for in this way the 
entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly 
supplied to you.  

14.  We are called: 

 A.  To show up at the King’s wedding with the proper clothing. Matt 22:1-14 

 B.  To be conformed to the image of the Son of God. Rom 8:29-30 

 C.  To be in fellowship with Jesus Christ. 1 Cor 1:9 

 D.  Into the grace of Christ. Gal 1:6 

 E.  For freedom to serve. Gal 5:13 

 F.  To walk worthy of our calling. Eph 4:1 

 G.  To let the peace from Christ rule in our hearts. Col 3:12 

 H.  To walk worthy of our calling. 1 Thes 2:12 

 I.  To be holy. 1 Thes 4:7; 1 Pet 1:15 

 J.  To rely on Him to present our blameless at His coming. 1 Thes 5:23-24 

 K.  To gain the glory of Christ. 2 Thes 2:14 

 L.  To appreciate eternal life. 1 Tim 6:12 

 M. To come out of the darkness. 1 Pet 2:9 

 N.  To endure suffering, as Christ did. 1 Pet 2:21 

 O.  To accept our God-given roles within the divine institutions. 1 Pet 3:6 

 P.  To inherit a blessing. 1 Pet 3:9 

 Q.  To share Christ’s eternal glory. 1 Pet 5:10 

 R.  To be sons of God. 1 John 3:1 
  

Principle: Let us encourage other believers to respect their calling by recognizing and 

adjusting to it. It is essential ingredient of peace. 

 

Eph 4:2 = Qualities of the Worthy Walk 
 

with all humility (TAPEINOPHROSUN8 = lowliness of mind; 7x; Acts 20:19; Php 2:3; Col 

2:18,23; 3:12; 1 Pet 5:5; The soul is obviously a battleground for peace; where the 

battles are won or lost and where humility is a must to win battles) and gentleness 

(PRAUT8S = 11x; a temperament or habit of mind; KJV consistently translates this as 

“meekness”; It is a quality of the fruit of the Spirit Gal 5:23)), with patience 

(MAKROTHUMIA = 14x; long on anger; toward people), showing forbearance (Pres Mid 

Ptc ANECHOMAI = 15x; to have/hold upward, endure; contemporaneous with main verb 

in verse 1 = encourage) to one another (ALL8LWN) in love (EN, AGAP8), 
 

4:2 L.T. = with all humility and gentleness, with patience enduring one another in love, 
  

Summary: 
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1. The worthy walk includes the attitudes of the soul, words from the mouth, and the 

actions of the body. 

2. Paul had set the example for the Ephesians. Acts 20:18-20 
"You yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole 
time, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me 
through the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was 
profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house,  

3. A humble attitude should lead to considering others more important than ourselves.  

Php 2:3-4 
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard 
one another as more important than himself; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal 
interests, but also for the interests of others. 

4. There is a counterfeit of humility that professes the right words but lacks a truly 

humble attitude.  Col 2:18,23 

Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship 
of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly 

mind, Col 2:23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-

made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value 
against fleshly indulgence.  

5. True humility is a character trait that can be acquired.  Col 3:12-13, 1 Pet 5:5 
And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with (enduring) one 
another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord 

forgave you, so also should you. 1 Pet 5:5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your 
elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed 
to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  

6. A truly humble attitude loves those Christ died for and seeks to be as patient with 

them as He is with us. 

7. Spiritual love for one another is characterized by patience and endurance.  

8. In the last days this bit of sound doctrine will not be “endured.” 2 Tim 4:2-4 cf 3:1-7 
Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great 
patience and instruction. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in 
accordance to their own desires; 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn 
aside to myths.  

9. From the context of Ephesians, “one another” includes all members of the Universal 

Church.      

10. The “worthy walk” begins in the most basic of relationships and extends outward. 
 (context is battlegrounds of the Christian life, especially 5:22-31) 

 

Principle: Walking worthy of the Lord requires enduring one another. 

 

Eph 4:3 = Objective of the Worthy Walk 
 

being diligent (Pres Act Ptc SPOUDADZW = 11x; honest effort, intentions; 

contemporaneous with encouraging of 4:1) to preserve (Pres Act Inf T8REW = keep, 

guard, preserve; hand on to what is already there) the unity (ENOT8S = 2x; oneness) of 
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the Spirit in the bond (SUNDESMOS = 4x; that which binds together; cf. DESMIOS = 

prisoner/held in chains/bondage) of peace (EIR8N8 = 92x; lack of hostility).  
 

4:3 L.T. = being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
 

Summary: 

1. The worthy walk has an objective that is to be an inherent part of one’s being which 

is to guard the unity of the Body of Christ. 

2. Believers in Christ are already one in Christ because of our common link with the 

Holy Spirit. 

3. The Holy Spirit united with the Lord Jesus Christ who is our Peace has bound us 

together with God. 

4. Therefore the issue to us is whether or not we can live in such a manner as to 

portray what God has already accomplished. 

5. Do we function without prejudice toward other believers? (we can and should argue 
theology but should embrace God’s people with grace) 

6. Do we have the patience to love those brethren who view us as enemies? 

7. Thinking in terms of unity of the Body has to be learned. 

8. As more and more seek to act accordingly, in order to please God with a “worthy 

walk,” the experiential unity will occur.  

9.  There are valid reasons to separate from other members of the Body, but separation 

is not to be done first, but as a last resort and with the prayer that it be temporary. 

  (Don’t divide just for divisions sake) Rom 16:17-20 
Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances 
contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 18 For such men are 
slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering 
speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. 19 For the report of your obedience has 
reached to all; therefore I am rejoicing over you, but I want you to be wise in what is good, and 
innocent in what is evil. 20 And the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The 
grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.  

10. The Lord clearly stated His desire for unity between us. John 17 

11. Much of Christianity still functions like the Disciples did before the Cross and 

Resurrection. Believers need to grow up. (It is easier to separate from them than to deal 
with them.) 

 

Principle: The desire for unity should be more important to us than searching for ways 

to divide and separate. 
 

Eph 4:4 = Realize the “Ones” to Unify 
 

There is one body (“EN SWMA = one body; Universal Church) and one Spirit (“EN + 

PNEUMA = Holy Spirit), just as also you were called (Aor Pas Ind KALEW = have been 

called) in one hope (ELPIS = 53x; confident expectation) of your calling (KL8SIS = Cf 4:1); 
 

4:4 L.T. = There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of 

your calling; 
 

Summary: 
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1. The One Body refers to the Universal Church. Eph 1:22-23; 4:12,16 
And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the 

church, 23 which is His body, the fulness of Him who fills all in all. Eph 4:12 for the equipping 

of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; Eph 4:16 from 
whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, 
according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the 
building up of itself in love.  

2. Christians must accept this doctrine in order to unify and have peace with one 

another. 

3. The One Spirit refers to the Holy Spirit. 

4. The same Holy Spirit made this Body and indwells those in it. 1 Cor 12:13 
For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves 
or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  

5. Thus we should learn to be at peace with one another. Rom 14:19 
So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.  

6.  Confident expectation of your place in eternity (Hope) in time is the result of a 

spiritual process. Rom 5:1-5 
Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which 
we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only this, but we also exult in our 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven 
character; and proven character, hope; 5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of 
God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  

7. The Spirit gives life to the Body and the Body of Christ shares the same Hope–

Eternal Life. Titus 1:1-2 
Paul, a bond-servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of 
God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, 2 in the hope of eternal 
life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago,  

8. We are to “take hold of this life.” 1 Tim 6:11-12 
But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
perseverance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to 
which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  

 

Principle: Because eternal peace with God has been established we can seek temporal 

peace with one another. 

 

Eph 4:5 = Three More “Ones” 
 

one Lord (KURIOS), one faith (PISTIS = i.e. object of faith), one baptism (BAPTISMA = 

result of identification with another), 
 

4:5 L.T. = one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

  

Summary: 

1. Our Lord is Jesus Christ and His desire is that we be at peace with one another 

through love.  John 17 

2. Members of the Body all share the same object of trust. 
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3. Notice that Paul is dealing in realities that are designed to unify in time because of 

the eternal unity that we already have. 

4. There is one “Lord of lords.”  Rev 19:16 et al 

5. There is one object of faith that can save souls. John 14:6 

6. There is “One Baptism” that is a reality in salvation. 

A.  Misunderstanding the meaning of this has led to many divisions in the church 

through the centuries.  

B. The Real Baptism is done by the Holy Spirit at salvation. 

C. It is impossible for ritual to save. Heb 10:1,4,10,12 

D. The key to understanding baptism is to realize that it is identification with 

someone and/or some act.  Here the Lord Jesus Christ. 

E. There is one “identification” that saves and that is with the person and work of 

our Lord. Rom 6:3-6 

F. Roman soldiers before battle used to dip the tip of their spear in blood to identify 

with the coming battle. It meant they would fulfill their duty to the death. 

7. Notice how Paul is weaving Faith, Hope and Love through our understanding of the 

Trinity. 

  8. Since the relationship among Believers is the same as it is to the Trinity, we should 

seek the same relationship toward One Another. 

 

Principle: God is one and we are spiritually one in Him, so we should seek unity of the 

Body as part of the Christian life. 

 

Eph 4:6 = One More “One” 
 

one God (THEOS = supremacy) and Father (PAT8R = relationship) of all (mankind) who is 

over all (EPI + PAS in plural = authority/king) and through all (DIA + PAS = refers to 

creative activity) and in (EN + PAS) all (immanent presence and existence). 
 

4:6 L.T. = one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. 
 

Summary: 

1. God is Supreme over all creation. 

2. And thus we should view all of His creation as from Him. 

3. Since Jesus is God He is also “over all.” John 17:1-2; Rom 9:1; Col 2:9-10 
"Father, the hour has come; glorify Thy Son, that the Son may glorify Thee, 2 even as Thou 
gavest Him authority over all mankind, that to all whom Thou hast given Him, He may give 

eternal life. Rom 9:1 whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the 

flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. Col 2:9-10 For in Him all the fulness of 
Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head 
over all rule and authority;  

4. He desires to save all of mankind. 1 Tim 2:4; 2 Pet 3:9 

5. Our heavenly Father has a relationship with all mankind but not necessarily a saving 

relationship. 

6. Mankind is a product of His creative activity and is a result of His design, thus we 

are said to be “created in His image.” Jas 3:9 

7. God’s desire is that all of mankind becomes a part of this “oneness” which is a 

oneness with one another and Him. 
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8. The Oneness of the Body of Christ should lead to evangelism, if we share God’s 

attitude. 

9.  Unity involves community with fellowship through the Holy Spirit. 2 Cor 13:14 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with you all. Php 2:1-2 If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any 
consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 
make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, 
intent on one purpose.  

10. Unity requires that the community becoming fixed on the same object, the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

11. Unity involves seeking to expand the community to make a “larger One,” thus 

spreading His peace. 

 

Principle: There is only one God. 

 

1.  Body = the church 

2.  Spirit = Holy Spirit 

3.  Hope = future existence 

4.  Lord = executor of plan 

5.  Faith = object of trust 

6.  Baptism = acts to identify with 

7.  Father = source of life 

 

Eph 4:7 = Grace Beginnings of Unity 
 

But to each one (individual) of us grace (H8 + CHARIS = The Grace) was given (Aor Pas Ind 

DIDWMI = at a point in time) according to the measure (KATA + METRON = 14x; measure 

in the sense of standard) of Christ’s gift (DWREA = 11x; gratuitous; the emphasis on this 

gift is that there is no cost whatsoever to the recipient; the gift of the Christ). 
 

4:7 L.T. = But to each of us the grace was given according to the measure of free gift of 

the Christ. 
 

Summary: 

1. If we cease to appreciate our grace beginnings, unity will not occur and will in fact 

deteriorate. 

2.  The free gifts (DOREA) include: 

 A.  The gift of “living water.” John 4:10 
Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 
'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water." 

B. The gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38; 8:20; 10:45; 11:17; Heb 6:4 

 C. The gift of righteousness. Rom 5:15-17 
But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many 
died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, 
abound to the many. 16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; 
for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but 
on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. 17 For 
if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who 
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receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the 
One, Jesus Christ.  

 D.  The gift of ministry. Eph 3:6-7 
that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 7 of which I was made a minister, according to the 
gift of God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power.  

3.  Our giving to assist the ministry others should have the same grace attitude. 2 Cor 

9:10-15 
Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed 
for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 11 you will be enriched in 
everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God. 12 For the 
ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also 
overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. 13 Because of the proof given by this ministry 
they will glorify God for your obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for the 
liberality of your contribution to them and to all, 14 while they also, by prayer on your behalf, 
yearn for you because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to God for His 
indescribable gift!  

4. If we forget about God’s personal outpouring of Grace to us we often forget about 

our responsibility to evangelize. 

5.  Without appreciation of grace, fellowship usually dissolves and there is little to no 

fruit of the Spirit. (familiarity breeds contempt) 

6. When Grace is left out or downplayed in a system of theology, the unity of the faith 

will not be accomplished. Eph 4:12-13 
for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 
13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ. 

7. Christ’s gift of Grace was not subject to human measurements so we are “covered” 

and so is everyone else. 

8. Let us not fall prey to the trap of claiming grace for ourselves, but wanting it stopped 

for others. 

 

Principle: There is enough grace from the Lord to save all. 1 John 2:1-2 

 

Eph 4:8 = Putting Scripture Together 
 

Therefore (DIO = conclusion from paragraph) it says, “When He ascended on high (Aor Act 

Ptc ANABAINW = to go up; Acts 1:9) He led captive (Aor Act Ind AICHMALWTEUW = 2x; 2 

Tim 3:6; to make a prisoner of war) a host of captives (noun), and He gave gifts (Aor Act 

Ind DIDWMI = at this point in time; DOMA = 4x; Matt 7:11 & Luke 11:13 it is used of the 

gifts we give to our children; Php 4:17 it is used of a gift Paul received while in prison; 

the word stresses concrete/tangible nature of the gift) to men.” 
 

4:8 L.T. = Therefore it says, “When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of 

captives, and He gave gifts to men.” 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul applies Psalm 68:18 to the Ascension of the Lord to the Father after the 

resurrection. 
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2. When the Lord ascended to the Father, He took with Him the Saints who had been 

residing in Sheol Paradise until such time. 

3. These physically dead saints were “prisoners of war,” awaiting the redemption price 

to be paid. 

4. They were held in a secure place until the actual payment for sins was made and 

verified by the resurrection. 

5. The main thrust of this passage is the Lord’s authority, the security of the believer at 

any time, and equipment for ministry. 

6. The Lord received the gifts for His Work and then He gave them away. Matt 10:8 
Freely you received, freely give. 

7. Thus our equipment for ministry came from the boss who wants us to use them for 

the common good. 1 Cor 12:4-7 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and 
the same Lord. 6 And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in 
all persons. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  

8. These gifts are designed to spread Peace. 

 

Principle: Gifts from the Lord are free and real, and He expects us to use them. 

 

Eph 4:9 = The Cost 
 

(Now this expression, “He ascended (Aor Act Ind ANABAINW), what does it mean except 

that He also had descended (Aor Act Ind KATABAINW = 80x; to go down; as the rain {Matt 

7:25,27})  into the lower parts (KATWTEROS = 1x; KATW is an adverb of place; TEROS 

means lower, thus lower places, some claim this is simply referring to coming from 

heaven to earth, rather than a visit to Hades or Torments yet other passages indicate 

that He confronted those incarcerated in what is known as Torments or Tartarus; if one 

keeps reading the contrast is above the heavens, so “below the ground level” is implied 

by the antithetical parallelism; His Body did not go below ground, so it must have been 

His soul and human spirit) of the earth (Genitive of G8S = 250x; often translated “earth” 

with emphasis on the dirt; like what made up the first man {1 Cor 15:47}, some try to 

say that the “lower parts” i.e. of heaven, are the earth; they try to take this as an 

appositional genitive and thus translate it, “the lower parts which is the earth.”)? 
 

4:9 L.T. = (Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also 

had descended into the lower parts of the earth? 
 

Summary: 

1. The Lord went and made a victorious proclamation to the spirits now in prison.  

1 Pet 3:18-20 
For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us 
to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 19 in which also He 
went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 20 who once were disobedient, when 
the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.  

2. This picture also includes His burial as a result of His death, even though he was 

placed in a tomb, not buried in the ground. 
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3. Should we view lightly, misuse or abuse those gifts He gave to us that were 

designed to unify the Body?  Rom 12:1 

 

Principle: The gifts freely given to us were not without great cost to Him. 

 

Eph 4:10 =  His Desire 
 

He who descended (Aor Pas Ptc KATABAINW = having descended) is Himself also He who 

ascended (Aor Pas Ptc ANABAINW = having ascended) far above all the heavens, that He 

might fill all things (Aor Act Subj PL8ROW = fill as a process).) 
 

4:10 L.T. = He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the 

heavens, that He might fill all things.) 

 

Summary: 

1. The Victor in the Conflict wants to fill all of mankind up with His attitudes. 

2. The descent of the Victor looks at His unselfishness, humility, sacrifice and seeking 

the lost. Luke 19:10 
For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

3. Since the Lord wants to fill all things, shouldn’t we also want it? 

4. The gifts freely given to us are for this purpose. 
(Mankind has a tendency though to “show off” what they have been given and seek the 
personal credit for any successes. Within the conflict the gifts are constantly tested concerning 
personal quests for Fame, Fortune, Power and Pleasure. Believers must realize that the gifts 
are designed to unify and enlarge the Body of Christ. 
 

Principle: The purpose of His victory is so that all may be filled to His fulness. 
(cf 1:23; 3:20-21; Col 1:19; 2:9) 

 

Eph 4:11 = Some Gifts 
 

And He gave (p.n. + Aor Act Ind DIDWMI = He Himself; point of time) some as (the) 

apostles (APOSTOLOS = 80x; some sent with authority to carry out a given task), and 

some as (the) prophets (PROPHET8S = 144x; to enlighten beforehand), and some as (the) 

evangelists (EUAGGELISTOS), and some as pastors and teachers (D.A.+ POIM8N + KAI+ 

DIDASKALOS; Is this a Granville-Sharp rule? It is a plural so grammarians say the rule 

does not necessarily apply to plurals. The strongest evidence that it is are the definite 

articles in front of each of the other four words, but not this one. Normal usage would 

close a list like this with another definite article if they were to be taken as different 

items. The function of the gift is far more important than what it is called. There is 

clearly a gift of Teaching as defined in Rom 12:7; This is the only place where the case 

can be made for the gift of Pastor and the Greek construction clearly appears to 

support it. Pastor is clearly an office, synonymous with Elder and Overseer.), 
 

4:11 L.T. =  And He himself gave some as apostles, and some as the prophets, and 

some as the evangelists, and some as the pastors and teachers, 
 

Summary: 
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1. The Apostles and Prophets made up the foundation of the universal Church.  cf. 

2:20 

2. There were only 12 Apostles of the Lord, that possessed a gift. Rev 21:14 

A.  The Greek word means to be “sent out” and its uses connote “with authority” to 

accomplish a mission. 

B.  Some held the office of Apostle, but did not possess the gift, like Mathias, who 

was chosen of men and not of God. Acts 1:1-2 cf 1:21-26 
The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until 
the day when He was taken up, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles 

whom He had chosen. Acts 1:21-26 "It is therefore necessary that of the men who have 
accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us —  22 beginning 
with the baptism of John, until the day that He was taken up from us —  one of these should 
become a witness with us of His resurrection." 23 And they put forward two men, Joseph 
called Barsabbas (who was also called Justus), and Matthias. 24 And they prayed, and said, 
"Thou, Lord, who knowest the hearts of all men, show which one of these two Thou hast 
chosen 25 to occupy this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his 
own place." 26 And they drew lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias; and he was numbered 
with the eleven apostles.  

 C.  Paul was chosen by God to be an Apostle indicating he had been given the gift. 

  Gal 1:1; 1 Cor 1:1; 2 Cor 1:1; Eph 1:1; Col 1:1; 1 Tim 1:1; 2 Tim 1:1; Titus 1:1 

D. Notice that no one with the gift of prophecy or discerning of spirits challenged 

Paul’s claim that opened most of his epistles. 

3. The Gift of Prophecy ceased with the close of the Canon of Scripture in the book of 

Revelation. 1 Cor 13:8-10; Rev 22:18-19 cf. 1 Cor 13:1-5 

4. These gifts were no longer needed because the foundation was laid and the Canon 

was completed, so they ceased to be given in accordance with the Scripture. 

 5. These gifts existed to validate one another as complementary gifts to insure the 

information given to the church through other prophets and scripture was accurate. 

6. The Gift of Evangelist is always needed, as that is the Mission of the Church. 

 A. Philip, one of the first deacons, had the gift of evangelism. Acts 21:8 

 B.  But all, especially pastors, are to evangelize. 

 C.  This gift still exists because there are still people who need to be saved. 

7. The Gift of Pastor-Teacher stresses the twofold function of the gift. 

 A. The function of the gift is to care for the flock. 1 Pet 5:1-4 
Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God 
among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of 
God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to 
your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 

 B. The objective is to teach to make disciples. Matt 28:19-20 
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and 
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."  

8. Pastors are also called Elders and Overseers (Bishops).  Acts 20:1,7,28 

9. Thus it is unwise to argue over what the office is to be called or claim superiority in 

the Body because the one holds the office. 
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10. It is much more important to recognize that the gift is designed to foster unity in the 

Universal Church, helping to bring about peace through reconciliation. 

11. Evangelists enlarge the Body quantitatively while Pastors are to enlarge the Body 

qualitatively and they should work together in fulfilling the Great Commission. 

12. They are given some specific tasks, which will follow. 

 

Principle: The Lord gives gifts to be shared with others. 

 

Eph 4:12 = Purposes of Previous Gifts 
 

for the equipping (KATARTISMOS = 1x; from verb used 13x; KJV renders “perfecting” but 

this word looks at the equipping so that one may advance and serve; a process; used to 

refer to one who takes care of a traveling group and is in charge of the logistics) of the 

saints (HAGIOS = holy ones, set apart; Believers) for the work (ERGOS = action) of service 

(DIAKONIA = with emphasis on the actions that serve), to the building up (OIKODOM8) of 

the body (cf. 4:4 = Universal Church) of (the) Christ; 
 

4:12 L.T. = for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of 

the body of the Christ; 
 

Summary: 

1. These are the main objectives of the gifts of Evangelist and Pastor-Teacher. 

2.  Equipping the saints seeks to bring the body of Christ to its desired end. 

A. The pattern indicates divine design, like Christ’s body. Heb 10:5-7 
Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, "Sacrifice and offering Thou hast not 

desired, But a body Thou hast prepared for Me; 6 In whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for 
sin Thou hast taken no pleasure. 7 "Then I said, 'Behold, I have come  (In the roll of the book 
it is written of Me) To do Thy will, O God.'"  

B. It begins with the foundation of faith in a Creator. Heb 11:3 
By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen 
was not made out of things which are visible.  

C.  Prayer is a primary tool. Heb 13:20-21 
Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep 

through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 21 equip you in every good 
thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

D. The real equipment comes from God.  1 Pet 5:10-11 
And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal 

glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 11 To Him be 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

3. These gifts are to “equip” the saints which involve: 

a. Mending holes in the Body so “fish” may be caught.  Matt 4:21; Mark 1:19 

b. Communicating the basis of praise. Matt 21:16 
and said to Him, "Do You hear what these are saying?" And Jesus  said to them, "Yes; have 

you never read, 'Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babes Thou hast prepared praise for 
Thyself'?" 

c. Seeking to get the hearers to the teacher level. Luke 6:40 
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"A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his 
teacher.  

d. Fighting the “equipment” that Satan has used to seek to destroy man. Rom 9:22 
What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, 

endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 

e. Seeking unity in the Body. 1 Cor 1:10-11 
Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there 
be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same 
judgment.  

f. Exhorting the saints to be “Equipped. 2 Cor 13:11 
Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and 
the God of love and peace shall be with you.  

g. Equipping to deal with sin. Gal 6:1 
Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in 
a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.  

h. Stimulating and feeding faith. 1 Thes 3:9-10 
For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice 
before our God on your account, 10 as we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we 
may see your face, and may complete what is lacking in your faith? 

4. Service means ministry. 1 Cor 12:4-7 

a. Equipment is not just to have but to use in accordance with instructions. 

b. A Pastor-Teacher is hired to an office not just to minister to teach others how to 

minister. 

c. Where there is a need, there is the potential for ministry. 

d. One appointed to care for God’s sheep by teaching them must have the objective 

of love. 1 Tim 1:5 

5. To “edify” is to ‘‘build up.’’ 

a. Edification is not simply knowledge. 1 Cor 8:1 

b. Edification involves seeking the good of one’s neighbor. 1 Cor 10:23-24 
All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things 
edify. 24 Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.  

c. Part of building up one another is encouraging one another by preparing them for 

the Lord’s return. 1 Thes 5:11 
Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another, just as you also are doing.  

d. This building up leads to the proper functioning of our Priesthood. 1 Peter 2:4-5 
And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight 
of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

6. The Body of Christ is the Universal Church and therefore the communicator must 

not become short-sighted and just focus on personal edification. 2 Peter 1:5-11 
Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and 
in your moral excellence, knowledge; 6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-
control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness; 7 and in your godliness, brotherly 
kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are 
increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his 
purification from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make 
certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will 
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never stumble; 11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.  

 

Principle: Gifts are given to benefit others in the body of Christ. 

 

Eph 4:13 = More Purposes 
 

until we all (numerically growing Universal Church) attain (Aor Act Subj KATANTAW = 

13x; indicates arrival at a destination, like a city and thus throughout the book of Acts; 

subjunctive indicates a potential, a goal to be sought) (EIS = into) to the unity (ENOT8S = 

2x; cf 4:3, the unity of the Spirit) of the faith, and of the knowledge (EPIGNOSIS = 20x; full 

knowledge, complete) of the son of (the) God, to a mature man (AN8R = nobleman + 

TELEOS = 19x; Rom 12:2 a result of transformation; a word that means mature), to the 

measure (METROS = 14x; the HS in Jesus’ life was not able to be measured; something 

that can be quantified) of the stature (H8LIKIA = 8x; means to come of age or be certain 

height; Luke 2:52; to be of age) which belongs to the fulness of Christ (PL8RWMA = 17x; 

the result of being filled; completion of time, quality; cf Eph 1:10,23; 3:19 to be filled up 

with all the fulness of God). 
 

4:13 L.T. = until we all attain into the unity of the faith, and of the full knowledge of the 

son of the God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the 

fullness of Christ. 
 

Summary: 

1. While “Unity of the Spirit” is a blessing to be considered and proclaimed, “Unity of 

the Faith” is a goal to be sought. Matt 5:48 
"Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

2.  The “unity of the faith” includes: 

A.  The full knowledge of Jesus the Messiah, which is an ongoing study. 

 B.  Becoming an imitator of Him and thus mature. 1 Cor 11:1; Eph 5:1 

 C. Holding to the standards He has set. Col 1:19-20; 2:9-12 
For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fulness to dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to 
reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through 

Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. Col 2:9-12 For in Him all the fulness 
of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the 
head over all rule and authority; 11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision 
made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 12 
having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through 
faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  

3. This will not be completely achieved until He returns and resurrects the dead. 

Php 3:10-16 
that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 

being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain (KATANTAW) to the resurrection 
from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained it, or have already become perfect, but I 
press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 
13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting 
what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, 



 69 

have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to 
you; 16 however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained.  

4. God gave the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth to the church and He did not reveal it to 

just one man, but began with twelve. John 16:13 

5. When active spiritual love is left out of the Christian life, unity will not occur. 

6. This unity is directly related to the appreciation of the Person and Work of the Son of 

God. 

7. The standards of maturity relate to the attitudes shared with Christ, where we have 

become like Him.  Php 2:5-10 

8. The Universal Church needs to “grow up.” 

A. How do we compare to His unselfishness, humility, and sacrifice? 

B. How much do we love the lost? 

C.  Do we take up our cross? 

D. Is the fulfillment of the Two Greatest Commandments at the forefront of our 

thinking? 

E. Do we desire unity of the Body of Christ?? John 17 

 F. Are we submitted to His terms? 

9. Man’s arrogance is probably the biggest enemy to unity. 
 (We need to stop arguing over who is the greatest?) 

 

Principle: The study of and transformation by the Word of God cannot be 

overemphasized. 

 

Eph 4:14 = Protection 
 

As a result, we are no longer to be children (NEPIOS = 15x; not speaking; without the 

power of speech; as little children, infants), tossed here and there by waves (Pres Mid Ptc 

KLUDWNIDZOMAI = 1X; to be tossed by billows; an unsettled condition of mind 

influenced by false teaching and characterized by immaturity which lacks the firm 

conviction begotten by truth; main verb is in 4:11 = He gave; these participles concern 

the what and the “so what?”), and carried about (Pres Pas Ptc PERIPHERW) by every 

wind of doctrine (DIDASKALOS = teaching), by the trickery (KUBEIA = 1x; dice-playing; 

sleight-of-hand; i.e., using loaded dice) of men, by craftiness (PANOURGIA = all working; 

without restraints; craftiness) in deceitful scheming (METHODEIA = plan + PLANS = 

deceit/error); 
 

4:14 L.T. = As a result, we are no longer to be infants, tossed here and there by waves, 

and carried about by every wind of teaching, by the sleight-of-hand of men, by 

craftiness in a plan of deceit; 
 

Summary: 

1. The gifts are designed to equip and protect the Body so it can grow and thus help to 

protect it. 

2.  We all begin as babes.  Matt 11:25-30 
At that time Jesus answered and said, "I praise Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that Thou didst hide these things from the wise and intelligent and didst reveal them to babes. 
26 "Yes, Father, for thus it was well-pleasing in Thy sight. 27 "All things have been handed 
over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son, except the Father; nor does anyone 
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know the Father, except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. 28 "Come 
to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 "Take My yoke upon 
you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your 
souls.  30 "For My yoke is easy, and My load is light." 

3. Believers are to grow out of being babies who are unable to speak. 1 Cor 3:1-3 
And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to babes 
in Christ. 2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. 
Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy 
and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men 

4. We are to abandon childish attitudes.  1 Cor 13:11 
When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I 
became a man, I did away with childish things.  

5. In fact, we are to become teachers. Heb 5:12-14 
For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach 
you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not 
solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of 
righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice 
have their senses trained to discern good and evil.  

6. A characteristic of maturity is not being driven by the pressures of life. 

7. When the pressures of life dictate our course of action, the result is an unsettled 

state of mind. 

8. “Carried about by every wind” means to swing around like spinning tops, making 

one feel dizzy, and such is the confusing effect of false teaching. 

9. False teachers tend to play “shell games” with others’ lives. 

10. “Craftiness” means that they will stop at nothing to get what they want. 

11. The “Plan of Deceit” means that there is a deliberate policy to undermine the truth 

found only in God. 

12. As the Body is equipped, grows, matures, and is filled with the fullness of Christ, it 

can recognize these types of men. 

 

Principle: The universal church needs to become mature enough to identify the 

charlatans who are involved for the fame, fortune, power and pleasure. 
 

Eph 4:15 = Communication for Growth 
 

but (DE = mild contrast) speaking the truth (Pres Act Ptc AL8THEUW = as a lifestyle; 

again connected to 4:12 = He gave) in love (EN + AGAP8 = the qualifier; beware of Bible 

Bullets), we are to grow up (1PL Aor Act Subj AUXANW = let us grow up) in all aspects into 

Him, who is the head (Pres Act Ind EIMI + KEPHAL8), even Christ, 
 

4:15 L.T.  = but speaking the truth in love, let us grow up in all aspects into Him, who is 

the head, even Christ, 
 

Summary: 

1. An essential part of growth is communication among the entire Body. 

2. The communication must involve Truth that is spoken in Love. 

3. The test is 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a. 1 Cor 13:4-8 
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Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5 does 
not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a 
wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails;  

4. Spiritual love looks out for the other person’s interests. 

5. In context, the “crafty teachers” are more concerned for their agenda and personal 

well-being which undermines the character of God. 

6. Speaking the truth in love has the objective of growth into unity based on our 

position in Christ. 

7. The growth is based on Christ being formed in us and affecting every part of our 

being. 

8. The Body should become “inflated” with His Love, not personal self-importance. 

9. This is the assignment to the Universal Church. 

10. Paul’s exhortation is in the form of a mild command. 

 

Principle: Spiritual growth involves growing up enough to speak the truth in love. 

 

Eph 4:16 = Interdependence 
 

from whom (Christ) the whole body, being fitted (Pres Pas Ptc = SUNARMOLOGEW = 2x; 

cf. 2:21; to choose a joint with; interlocking pieces; The Present tense says it is still 

being fitted) and held together (Pres Pas Ptc SUMBIBADZW = 6x; to unite, knit together; 

Acts 9:22; 16:10; 1 Cor 2:16; Col 2:2, 19) by that which every joint supplies (Lit: through 

every bond of the supply), according to the proper working (energized measure) of each 
individual part, causes the growth of the body for building up of itself in love. 
 

4:16 L.T. = from whom the whole body, being interlocked and knit together through 

every bond of the supply, according to the proper working of each individual part, 

causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. 
 

Summary: 

1. Personal growth is directly related to an active relationship with the Body of Christ. 

2. The Body of Christ is still growing and will one day be complete. 

3. God’s sovereign decision placed us into a particular part of the Body and who are 

we to question His decision? cf. 1 Cor 2:16 

4. God designed the Body to be interdependent. 

5. But the Body is always dependent on Him as He is the Source of the Supply. 

6. Each individual Believer has a function within the Universal Church. 

7. That function involves the growth of the Body toward the measure of the stature of 

the fullness of Christ. 

8. We are to encourage one another to come closer together in the bond of love.  

Col 2:1-4 
For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf, and for those who are at 
Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face, 2 that their hearts may be 
encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from 
the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, 
Christ Himself, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say this 
in order that no one may delude you with persuasive argument.  
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10. We must seek to develop the same kind of love with the same qualities that Christ 

had. 

11. Failure to hold fast to The Head and realizing our relationship with other members of 

the Body, leads to involvement in ritual without reality, false humility, improper 

worship, personal revelations and arrogance. Col 2:16-19 
Therefore let no one act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a 
new moon or a Sabbath day —  17 things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but 
the substance belongs to Christ. 18 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting 
in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, 
inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the head, from whom the 
entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth 
which is from God.  

12. The growth is from God. 

13. What is our “proper working?” Ministry to others in the sphere of love. 

14. We are to seek peace in the Body of Christ.  

 

Principle: God has made a place for us in the Body of Christ. 

 

Ephesians 4:17- 24 
Peace of Soul 

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

C. The Walk of the Church–Peace (4:1–6:24) 

1. Peace in the Church (4:1-16) 

2. Peace of Soul (4:17-24) 

 

Introduction: 

1. 4:1-16 looked at what our objective should be for the Universal Church. 

2. Now we begin some “How To’s”. 

a. Peace of Soul (4:17-24) 

b. Peace with One Another (4:25-32) 

c. Peace with God (5:1-2) 

d. Peace in your Lifestyle (5:3-14) 

e. Peace in Worship  (5:15-21) 

f. Peace in Marriage (5:22-23) 

g. Peace in Family  (6:1-4) 

h. Peace in Vocation (6:5-9) 

i. Peace through Strength/Involvement (6:10-20) 

j. Peace through Communication  (6:21-22) 

k. Peace and Grace (6:23-24) 

3. His Grace initiates to stimulate appreciation of it through our Faith, Hope and Love, 

which results in Peace so that we may glorify Him and offer praise. 
 

There are 5 Key Points in 4:17-24 that become the main point of this paragraph. 

 

Main point: To have spiritual peace one must leave behind the sinful past.  
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Eph 4:17 = Key Point #1: Be Willing to Change 
 

This I say therefore (OUN = function of peace in Universal Church) and affirm (Pres Act 

Ind MARTUREW = witness/guarantee) together with the Lord, that you walk (Pres Act Inf 

PERIPATEW) no longer (M8KETI) just as (KATHWS) the Gentiles also walk (Pres Act Ind 

PERIPATEW), in futility of their mind (MATAIOT8S = 3x; Rom 8:20; 2 Pet 2:18 vacuum; 

emptiness as to results; vainness; thought process; no depth, content), 
 

4:17 L.T. =  This I say therefore and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no 

longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 
 

Summary: 

1. Peace in the Universal Church requires individuals seeking to deal with problems in 

the soul.  Seek help. Gal 6:1-2 
Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in 
a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.  

2. The first key point concerns change from a sinful lifestyle. 

3. Paul and the Lord are in agreement on this point. 
 (along with all the prophets who read this) 

4. The “Gentiles” refer to unbelievers. 

5. Without pursuing the Lord, there is an emptiness in every person. 
 (futility in their mind) 

6. Only the Lord can fill the void and produce peace. cf 4:13 

7. Mankind seeks to fill the void with things that make him feel significant or secure. 

8. The quest involves Fame, Fortune, Power or Pleasure. 

9. The result is a shallow self-centered, immature individual with no depth of 

understanding or obedience. 

 

Principle: Christians are not to act like unbelievers. 

 

Key Point #1: Be Willing to Change 

 

Eph 4:18 = Why Change Is Needed 
 

being darkened (Perf Pas Ptc SKOTIDZW = 3x; Rev 9:2 what happens to the sun and air 

when the bottomless pit is opened; 16:10 when darkness is placed upon the kingdom of 

the beast; to deprive of light, make dark; having been darkened; unbelievers cannot 

understand true spiritual things cf 1 Cor 2:14; that string is broken by faith in Jesus as 

Messiah) in their understanding (DIANOIA = to know through; understand), excluded (Perf 

Pas Ptc APALLOTRIOW = 3x; cf. 2:12 pointing out that Believers were once excluded 

from God’s promises; Col 1:21 there is alienation before reconciliation; having been 

excluded/alienated) from the life of (the) God, because of (DIA) the ignorance (AGNOIA) that 

is in them, because of the hardness (PWRWSIS = 3x; Mark 3:5 the hardness of heart 

grieved Jesus; Rom 11:25 is happening in Israel) of their heart; 
 

4:18 L.T. = having been darkened in their understanding, having been excluded from the 

life of the God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of 

their heart; 
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Summary: 

1. Spiritual darkness is all that is found in humanistic pursuits. 

2. This darkness alienates from the Christian Life. 

3. Notice that salvation from the penalty for sin does not automatically remove all the 

excess baggage of the unbeliever. 
(Do we want to lay aside things that slow us down? Heb 12:1) 

4. An emptiness of mind concerning the Lord leads to darkness and alienation from 

God’s plan for one’s life. 

5. The twofold reason is the lack of knowledge and the lack of desire to get it, which 

produces Scar Tissue. 1 Tim 4:2 

6. Every time an individual says “no” to God’s Word, in any area, Scar Tissue builds 

and it becomes easier to sin in that area. 

7. Only Jesus can solve all these problems. 2 Cor 3:14; John 8:12 (Light of world) 

2 Cor 3:12-18 Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, 13 and 
are not as Moses, who used to put a veil over his face that the sons of Israel might not look 
intently at the end of what was fading away. 14 But their minds were hardened; for until this 
very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is 
removed in Christ. 15 But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; 16 
but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; 
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding 
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to 
glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.  

8. All of us face the problem of Scar Tissue. Mark 6:52 (the Lord walking on water; told 
them to not be afraid; the disciples did not gain any insight from the incident of the loaves 
but their heart was hardened) 

 

Principle: No matter how intelligent they may be, unbelievers do not understand fully 

the plan of God or the life that it offers. 

 

Eph 4:19 = Results of Scar Tissue 
 

and they, having become callous (Perf Act Ptc APALGEW = 1x; to cease to feel pain, past 

feeling, insensible to honor and shame; insensitive), have given themselves over (Aor Act 

Ind PARADIDWMI = also translated “betrayed”) to sensuality (ASELGEIA = 10x; excess 

licentiousness, absence of restraint, indecency), for the practice of every kind of impurity 

(AKATHARSIA = uncleanness, without purification; often a ceremonial uncleanness 

indicating sin not dealt with, contamination of the disciplines of the Christian life) with 

greediness (PLEONEXIA). 
 

4:19 L.T. = and they, having become insensitive, have given themselves over to an 

absence of restraint, for the practice of every kind of uncleanness with greediness. 
 

Summary: 

1. A result of Scar Tissue of the soul is a loss of feelings in that area of life. 

2. Thank God for a sense of guilt, for it should lead to adjustment in life. 

3. Be concerned when you sense no guilt for sins committed. 

4. Guilt should not render us inoperative in the Angelic Conflict. 
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 (Sins are paid for. Confess, adjust if necessary, move on) 

5. When Scar Tissue develops in a given area of life, the result is that one comes to 

believe they have a license to sin. 

6. If left unchecked, this license to sin will spill into other areas of life. 

7. It can become an all-consuming passion. 

8. Paul warns Believers not to walk like unbelievers. 

9. Scar Tissue dulls the senses, but that is not peace.  

10. It cannot produce true peace because it walls it off. Eph 2:14 
For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one, and broke down the barrier of 
the dividing wall,  

11. God’s Peace of Soul is not devoid of feelings. (cf David) 

 

Principle: Scar Tissue to sin intensifies and expands its grip. 

 

Key Point #1: Be Willing to Change. 4:17 

 

Eph 4:20 = Key Point #2  
 

But you did not learn (OUK + Aor Act Ind MANTHANW = as disciple; involves more than 

academic; i.e., experience) Christ in this way, (Paul is going to remind the Ephesians that 

as Christians things have changed, but they should not act like unbelievers) 
 

4:20 L.T. = But you did not learn Christ in this way, 
 

Summary: 

1. There is no way to legitimately function as though we have a license to sin and be 

following Christ as a disciple. 

2. Christ did not have a void in His mind that led Him to seek offerings of the world.    

John 8:12 

3. He was never alienated from God’s Plan for His life. 

4. The Lord’s understanding was never darkened because He never rejected the Truth. 

John 14:6 

5. He never functioned with an absence of restraint. 

6. Thus He never functioned out of greed. 

7. He was never insensitive to others’ needs and pain. 

8. He did not seek His own interests. John 8:54 

 

Principle: Scar tissue to sin blocks mature discipleship. 

 

Key Point #2: The Standard is Christ. 

 

Eph 4:21 = How They Did Learn Christ 
 

if indeed (1st Cl = since) you have heard Him (Aor Act Ind AKOUW = notice that Paul talks 

of hearing the Lord, not Paul) and have been taught (Aor Pas Ind DIDASKW) in Him (i.e., 

as a Believer), just as truth is in Jesus (we are in Him and thus taught in Him), 
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4:21 L.T. = Since you have heard Him and have been taught in Him just as truth is in 

Jesus,  
 

Summary: 

1. The Ephesians had listened and grasped the truth about the Lord. 

2. An understanding of Him can only come from being in Him. 

3. Being in Him and having the Holy Saint in us is how the communication is 

accomplished. 1 Cor 2:14 

4. Scar Tissue can keep us from being filled up to His Fullness.  3:18-20 

5. Notice that Paul is simply a mouthpiece for the Lord, for it is His words they have 

heard. 

6. God’s message is to be communicated through the throat of mankind. Rom 10:12-17 

7. In the Lord is the Truth about honorable conduct in life. 

 

Principle: True learning comes from being in The Truth. 

 

Eph 4:22 = Key Point #3:  Lay Aside Old Self 
 

that, in reference to your former manner of life (ANASTOPH8 = conduct) you (plural = 

Ephesian believers) lay aside (Aor Act Inf APOTITH8MI = place away from) the old self 

(PALAIOS + ANTHRWPOS = man), which is being corrupted (Pres Pas Ptc PHTHEIRW = 

still going on as a Believer) in accordance with the lusts (EPITHUMIA) of deceit (APAT8 = to 

cheat, deceive, beguile, that which gives a false impression either by appearance, 

statement of influence; cf. Col 2:8 means void of anything profitable), 
 

4:22 L.T. = that, in reference to your former manner of conduct, you lay aside the old 

man, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 
 

Summary: 

1.  Conduct that is guided by the desire for Fame, Fortune, Power and Pleasure is not 

fitting for the Christian. 

2.  It is an outgrowth of the Sin Nature. 

3.  If left unchecked, the Sin Nature will continue to corrupt us after salvation. 

4.  But we are called to lay aside these sinful passions. 

5.  The Sin Nature will deceive us if we let down our guard. Luke 21:34 (be on guard) 

6.  Wealth can deceive. Matt 13:22; Mark 4:19 

7.  Humanistic philosophies can deceive. Col 2:8 

8.  Wickedness deceives. 2 Thes 2:10 

9.  Sin deceives and hardens. Heb 3:13 

10.  False teachers enjoy their deceptions. 2 Pet 2:13 

11. It is our responsibility to lay aside the quests of the Sin Nature. 

 

Principle: Believers have to decide to leave the old lifestyle of an unbeliever. 

 

Key Point #3:  Lay Aside Old Self. 

man, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 

 

Eph 4:23 = Key Point #4 
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and that you be renewed (Pres Pas Inf ANANEOW = 1x; to renew upward; make 

young/new) in the spirit of your mind, 
 

4:23 L.T. = and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 
 

Summary: 

1. We all need refresher courses in what we have learned about Christ. 

2. Renewal involves laying aside the lusts of the Sin Nature and replacing them again 

with His Grace. 

3. We are able to be “revived” by again looking at our Lord as though it were the first 

time. 

4. It stimulates excitement and joy and peace. Eph 2:14 

5. Renewal comes from the Holy Spirit infused into our human spirit.  

6. Renewal brings with it a sense of awe, just like in a new Believer. Acts 2:42 

 

Principle: Revival begins with a return to a realization of the need for grace. 

 

Key Point #4:  Be Renewed. 

 

Eph 4:24 = Key Point #5: Put on New Self   

 

and put on (Aor Mid Inf ENDUW = Mid. = do it yourself) the new self (KAINOS = with 

respect to quality, not age + ANTHRWPOS = man; still has OSN but has it in check) 

which in the likeness of God (Lit: the one which according to God) has been created (Aor 

Pas Ptc KTIDZW = at a point of time) in righteousness (DIKAIOSUN8) and holiness 

(HOSIOS= experiential) of the truth.  
 

4:24 L.T. = and put on the new man, the one which according to God has been created 

in righteousness and holiness of the truth.  
 

Summary: 

1. Believers have the responsibility to develop a new quality of life. 

2. God provided the assets for doing this when He placed us in Jesus Christ. cf. 2:10 

3. This new man does good works in contrast to the old man, which is involved in sin. 

4. Where the Local Church and Universal Church are functioning like the old man 

adjustments need to be made so as to function like the New Creation we are. 

5. We have been created to become experientially holy. 1 Pet 1:13-21 
Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the 
grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be 
conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One 
who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 16 because it is written, "You 
shall be holy, for I am holy." 17 And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges 
according to each man's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon 
earth; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from 
your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb 
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For He was foreknown before the 
foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you 21 who 
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through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that 
your faith and hope are in God.  

6. Only the Lord was always experientially holy. Rev 15:4; Heb 7:26-28 
For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated 
from sinners and exalted above the heavens; 27 who does not need daily, like those high 
priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins, and then for the sins of the people, 
because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. 28 For the Law appoints men as 
high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a 
Son, made perfect forever.  

7. But we are to become that way. Titus1:8 

8. As we raise our hands to God in prayer, we need to be sure that they are “holy.”       

2 Tim 2:8 

9. We are to behave in a holy manner toward all men. 1 Thes 2:10 

10. This holiness is an outgrowth of the Righteousness that was imputed to us at 

salvation. Rom 4:9 

11. This new self has grasped the “Peace”, i.e., Jesus Christ, and is ready to minister to 

others this peace.  

  

Principle: Believers have to decide to put on this new manner of life. 

 

Key Point #5: Put on the New Self.   

 

Main point: To have spiritual peace one must leave behind the sinful past.  

Php 3:14-16 
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let us 
therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different 
attitude, God will reveal that also to you; 16 however, let us keep living by that same standard 
to which we have attained.  
 

Ephesians 4:25-32 

Peace with your Neighbor 

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

C. The Walk of the Church–Peace (4:1–6:24) 

1. Peace in the Church (4:1-16) 

2. Peace of Soul (4:17-24) 

3. Peace with your Neighbor (4:25-32) 

 

Eph 4:25 = Speak Truth (2nd Command) 
 

Therefore (DIO = conclusion drawn from previous paragraph; lay aside old self, put on 

new self), laying aside falsehood (Aor Act Ptc APOTITH8MI = having laid aside the lie; one 

that has been built by Satan; selfish attitude that will lie to achieve its objectives), speak 

truth (Pres Act Imp LALEW + AL8THEIA = ongoing; 2nd command) each one of you, with 

his neighbor, for we are members of one anther (ALL8LWN). 
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4:25 L.T. = Therefore having laid aside the lie, speak truth each one of you with his 

neighbor, for we are members of one another. 
 

Summary: 

1. We are to move out of living the lie of Satan to a behavior that is based on Truth. 

2. To speak truth one must first deal with The Lie. 

3. The Lie is that you can become God.  Isa 14 (The five “I Will’s of Satan) cf Gen 3 

4. At the root of The Lie is arrogance and self-serving motivations. Isa 14 

5. Scar Tissue (4:17-18) keeps one focused on self and off of God. 

6. Laying aside The Lie involves laying aside the Old Man and putting on the New. 

7. It also involves being willing to change. Eph 4:17-24 

8. The truth we are to speak to one another is to be governed by Love.  Eph 4:15 

9. Speaking truth involves being a faithful witness to one’s neighbor about God’s 

Word. Zech 8:14-17 
"For thus says the Lord of hosts, 'Just as I purposed to do harm to you when your fathers 
provoked Me to wrath,' says the Lord of hosts, 'and I have not relented, 15 so I have again 
purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. Do not fear! 16 
'These are the things which you should do: speak the truth to one another; judge with truth and 
judgment for peace in your gates. 17 'Also let none of you devise evil in your heart against 
another, and do not love perjury; for all these are what I hate,' declares the Lord."  

10. The reason we are to speak truth to one another is due to the fact that we are part of 

the same Body. Rom 12:4-5 
For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same 
function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. 

11. Thus, by context, this principle applies to the Universal Church. 

12. Relationships with other members of the Body of Christ should be based on Truth, 

which we first have to know. 

 

Principle: Christian relationships are to be based on the Truth. John 14:6 

 

Command #2: Speak truth, but especially to other members of the Body of Christ.  

 

Eph 4:26 =  Types of Anger (Commands 3,4,5) 
 

Be angry (Pres Pas Imp ORGIDZW = 8x; 3rd command; 8x to provoke, arouse to anger; 

the strongest of all passions; an active emotion) and yet do not sin (M8 + Pres Act Imp 

HAMARTANW = 4th command; stop sinning; i.e., of type that is invalid); do not let the sun 

go down (M8+ Pres Act Imp EPIDUW = 5th command; stop letting) on your anger 

(PARORGISMOS = that which is beside of you), 
 

4:26 L.T. = Be angry and stop sinning; stop letting the sun go down on your anger 

(provocation), 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul distinguishes between valid and invalid anger. 

2. Valid (righteous) anger is commanded and: 

a. Is toward oneself concerning sin. 
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b. Is toward sin on the inside and outside. 

c. Is toward empty religion. 

d. Is toward what Satan’s viewpoint has done to the world. 

e. Is righteous but not self-righteous. 

3. Invalid (unrighteous) anger is commanded to stop as when: 

a. Not getting things done your way. 

b. Having invalid goals blocked. 

c. Failing to recognize others as victims of the Enemy. 

d. Not getting things that are desired. 

e. Seeking an object for revenge. 

4. The strong emotion of anger has a valid outlet. (Test it immediately. Unfulfilled 

expectations?) 

5. But care must be taken concerning its expression. cf. Eph 4:15, 25 

6. Anger of all kinds is to be dealt with on a daily basis. 

7. Especially anger toward members of the Body should not be kept until the next day. 

Eph 4:32: Heb 12:15 

8. Unprocessed anger harms the Body of Christ as much as explosive anger, because 

it isolates from fellowship with other Believers. 

9. Even valid anger can become sinful and a distraction to the cause of Christ. 

10. Anger must be given to the Lord and forgiveness must occur to develop Peace with 

One Another. Eph 4:31-32 
Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along 
with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as 
God in Christ also has forgiven you.  

11. Seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit in choosing when and how to express anger. 

12. Redirect the strong passion of sinful anger to doing good. 

 

Principle: Anger can be valid if righteous. 

 

Command #3: Be angry, especially toward the lie of Satan. 

 

Command #4: Stop sinning, especially from unrighteous anger.  

 

Command #5: Process and dismiss righteous anger, every day. 

 

Eph 4:27 =  The Relationship to the Angelic Conflict (6th Command) 
 

and do not give (M8 + Pres Act Imp DIDWMI = stop giving; 6th Command) the devil 

(DIABOLOS = the accuser, slanderer) an opportunity (TOPOS = place to work). 
 

4:27 L.T. = and stop giving the devil a place. 
 

Summary: 

1. Unbridled and unchecked anger gives the Adversary a place in the soul to work. 

2. Satan loves to find a place to spread his hate and accusations among the Body, and 

the soul of man is fertile soil for that leaven to spread. 

3. Satan is divisive by nature. (devil = slanderer; satan = adversary et al) John 8:44-45 
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"You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of 
lies.  

4. Especially in the area of unrighteous anger the Devil is to be resisted by drawing 

near to God. Jas 4:7-10 
Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and 
He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. 9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and 
your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.  

5. Pseudo-peace lacks any standards of righteousness. 

6. Real peace is brought about in the sphere of righteous standards where love is 

applied with the balance of grace and truth.  John 1:16-17 
For of His fulness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 17 For the Law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.  

7. Controlled anger impacts the Angelic Conflict for it is a function of wisdom. 

 

Principle: Notice that the commands are directed toward building relationships. 

 

Command #6: Don’t give the devil an opportunity to work through your anger. 

 

Eph 4:28 = Directed Passion (7th & 8th Commands) 
 

Let him who steals steal no longer (M8KETI + Pres Act Imp KLEPTW = 7th Command); but 

rather let him labor (Pres Act Imp KOPIAW = 8th Command), performing (Pres Mid Ptc 

ERGADZOMAI) with his own hands what is good (d.a. + AGATHOS), in order that he may 

have something to share (Pres Act Subj ECHW + Pres Act Inf METADIDWMI) with him who 
has need. 
 

4:28 L.T. = Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with 

his own hands the good in order that he may have something to share with him who 

has need. 
 

Summary: 

1. Thievery can involve not just resources but time. 

2. The thief can rob from others or from God. Mal 3:8-12 
"Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, 'How have we robbed Thee?' In 
tithes and offerings. 9 "You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole nation 
of you! 10 "Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, 
and test Me now in this," says the Lord of hosts, "if I will not open for you the windows of 
heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows. 11 "Then I will rebuke the devourer 
for you, so that it may not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its 
grapes," says the Lord of hosts. 12 "And all the nations will call you blessed, for you shall be a 
delightful land," says the Lord of hosts.  

3. Our work ethic is not to be selfish. Php 2:3-5 
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard 
one another as more important than himself; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal 
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interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also 
in Christ Jesus,  

4. But rather so as to help others in need. 

5. Work should consider using its fruit to help build up and provide for the Body of 

Christ. 

6. This sharing can easily serve to enlarge and edify the Body. 

7. Sharing tangibly displays God’s love. 1 John 3:16-17 
We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren. 17 But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and 
closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?  

 

Principle: Part of the motivation of work should be to consider sharing with those in 

need, especially those in the Body of Christ. (This is not the norm. most often work is done 
not just to secure needs but also luxuries which are valid. 1 Tim 6:17 Instruct those who are 
rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, 
but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.  
 

Command #7: Do not steal resources from others. 

 

Command #8: Labor to help others in need. 

 

Eph 4:29 = Build Up the Body via Speech (9th Command) 
 

Let no unwholesome word (SAPROS = 8x; connected to KAKOS and PON8ROS; means 

corrupt, rotten, used of vegetables of trees and indicated unfit for use, of poor quality, 

putrid + LOGOS = emphasizes the content) proceed (Pres Mid Imp EKPOREUW = 33x; 

journey out of; from inside-out; 9th command) from your mouth, but only such a word as is 

good (AGATHOS) for edification (OIKODOM8) according to the need of the moment, that it 

may give grace (Aor Act Subj DIDWMI + CHARIS) to those who hear. 
 

4:29 L.T. = Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word 

as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to 

those who hear. 

 

Summary: 

1. Paul is referring to speech that corrupts because of its rotten content. 
(That which puts others down over non-essential items, or even essential ones. Gossip, 
slander, expresses hatred. It can include some of the societal taboos, but often people just 
slightly change the word when the motivation is the same) 

2. In context, rotten speech is insensitive to the needs of others. 

3. A Love for One Another has the characteristic of using our speech to build up one 

another. 1 Thes 5:11 
Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another, just as you also are doing.  

4. Speech that builds up is sensitive to the needs of others and seeks to encourage 

them in their walk. 

5. By context, Paul is referring to the Universal Church with specific application to the 

Local Church. 

6. By applying this principle to unbelievers, doors may be opened for evangelism. 
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7. The desired speech is wrapped in the Grace of God. 

8. Grace-based speech has the potential to positively affect those who hear, while 

rotten speech lacks that potential. 

9. Realize that some will not be encouraged immediately with words that are designed 

to build up. 

 

Principle: We are responsible before God to speak with grace. 

 

Command #9: We are responsible to God to control our speech 

 

Eph 4:30 = Failure to Apply (10th Command) 
 

And do not grieve (M8 + Pres Act Imp LUPEW = 26x; if you are, stop it; to cause pain, 

grieve, distress; just a thought: if God has no emotions, then it is not possible to grieve 

the Holy Spirit; 10th Command; looks at godly sorrow and so throughout 2 Cor) the Holy 

Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed (Aor Pas Ind SPHRAGIDZW = 15x; used to seal the 

tomb of Christ {Matt 27:66}) for the day (no d.a. = for a day) of redemption 

(APOLUTRWSIS = 10x; There is Phase 1, 2 and 3. Rom 3:24 justified through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus; Eph 1:7 in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins; ). 
 

4:30 L.T. = And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for a day 

of redemption. 
 

Summary: 

1. It is very easy to “Theologize” this verse and miss the point. 

2. Our initial redemption occurs at faith in Christ (Rom 3:24; Eph 1:7; Col 1:14) with the 

ultimate redemption occurring when Believers get their new bodies. (Rom 8:23; Eph 

4:30; for the church at the Rapture) 

3. Paul is warning Believers, those sealed by the Holy Spirit, to not grieve Him. 

2 Cor 1:21-22 
Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, 22 who also sealed us 

and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge. Eph 1:12-14 to the end that we who were the 
first to hope in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 13 In Him, you also, after listening to 
the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation —  having also believed, you were sealed in 
Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view 
to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

4. By context, “grieving the Holy Spirit” includes: 

a. Walking as unbelievers.   

b.  Not laying aside the Old Self and putting on the new. 

c. Not speaking truth to one another in love. 

d. Sinful anger. 

e. Giving the Devil an opportunity. 

f. Selfish and thieving attitudes and actions. 

g. Tearing down the Body of Christ with speech. 

h. Insensitivity to the needs of others. 

5.  Simply speaking, grieving the Holy Spirit indicates being out of fellowship due to sin. 
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6. This “grieving” also includes not having the Hope in our soul and human spirit that 

looks to our future deliverance. 

7. When we don’t possess this divine hope, it cannot be spread to others and thus we 

cannot spiritually help those who have need. 4:29 

8. We “grieve” the Holy Spirit when we do not permit Him to produce fruit through us. 

Gal 5:22-23 

9. Do we share the Holy Spirit’s “sorrow” when the Body does not permit Him to 

minister through them? 

 

Principle: It makes no spiritual sense to bring sorrow to the One who put the seal of 

God on your eternal life. 

 

Command #10: Do not generate sorrow for the Holy Spirit because of sin. 

 

Eph 4:31 = Changes in Attitude (11th Command) 
 

Let all bitterness (PIKRIA = 4x; pungent to taste or smell, to cut; intense animosity; 

resentful, marked by cynicism) and wrath (THUMOS = 18xx; explosive anger) and anger 

(ORG8 = 36x; slow burning wrath) and clamor (KRAUG8 = 6x; an onomatopoeic word 

imitating the raven’s cry; no more of this in heaven Rev 21:4 (crying), this is an insistent 

public expression that goes on and on until noticed and complied with; publicly 

insisting for one’s own way) and slander (BLASPH8MIA = 18x; blasphemy; ascribing to 

God a characteristic that is not His) be put  away (Aor Pas Imp AIRW = lifted up; i.e., by 

God; 11th Command) from you (all), along with all malice (KAKIA = 11x; badness in quality; 

evil intentions). 
 

4:31 L.T. = Let all bitterness and anger and wrath and clamor and blasphemy be lifted 

up from you all, along with all malice. 

 

Summary: 

1. These sins damage the Body of Christ. 

2. In context, they are things that “grieve” the Holy Spirit. 

3. They must be lifted up from us by God because we lack the strength to do so on our 

own. 

4. Bitterness/resentment, if left unchecked, will defile many and still not be finished. 

Heb 12:15-17 
See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up 
causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; 16 that there be no immoral or godless person like 
Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal.  

5. THUMOS anger looks at quick outbursts that attack and damage. Heb 11:27 

By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath (THUMOS) of the king; for he endured, as seeing 
Him who is unseen. 

6. ORGE wrath covers a long period of time. It is anger that is not dealt with and often 

includes bitterness. Rom 1:18-20 
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God 
is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  
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7. Clamor (KRAUGE) looks at consistently insisting for one’s own way until attention is 

received. Matt 25:6-7 

"But at midnight there was a shout, 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' 7 "Then 
all those virgins rose, and trimmed their lamps 

8. Blasphemy (BLASPHEMIA) looks at ascribing to God a characteristic that is not His. 

Matt 26:64-66 
Jesus said to him, "You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you shall see 
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven."  65 
Then the high priest tore his robes, saying, "He has blasphemed! What further need do we 
have of witnesses? Behold, you have now heard the blasphemy; 66 what do you think? "They 
answered and said," He is deserving of death!"  

9. Malice (KAKIA) refers to inherently evil intentions toward others. 

10. These things attack the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, resulting in division 

in the Body and the shutting down of evangelism. 

 

Principle: To know what grieves the Holy Spirit, we must know what He has defined as 

sin. 

 

Command #11: Seeking the removal of these sins is not to be an optional part of the 

Christian Life. 

 

Eph 4:32 = Important for Peace (12th Command) 
 

And be kind (Pres Mid Imp GINOMAI = become + KR8STOS = 7x; serviceable, good, 

pleasant, gracious: 12th command; what follows are elements of kindness; notice the 

command is to become something we are not; Christians were given the title from their 

similarity to this word) to one another (ALL8LLWN = of same kind; Body of Christ; 

Universal Church; other human beings), tender-hearted (EUSPLAGCHNOS = 2x; 1 Pet 3:8  

of good heartedness, compassionate, good gutted; term of the emotion of compassion), 

forgiving (Pres Mid Ptc CHARIDZOMAI) each other just as (KATHWS) God in Christ also has 

forgiven (Aor Mid Ind CHARIDZOMAI) you (us). 
 

4:32 L.T. = And become kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving each other just 

as God in Christ also has forgiven us. 
 

Summary: 

1. These two “One Another” principles are an important part of fulfilling the Royal Law.  

Jas 2:8 

2.  The command to “become” clearly points to these two principles. 

3. Being kind involves not just a pleasant demeanor but a gracious attitude of service. 

4.  It is modeled by the Almighty Himself. Rom 2:4; Luke 6:35-36 
Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not 

knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? Luke 6:35-36 "But love your 
enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, 
and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men. 36 
"Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  

5. And manifested in His Son. Matt 11:30 

"For My yoke is easy, and My load is light." 
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6. Putting aside these sins should come from having tasted the kindness of the Lord.  

1 Pet 2:1-4 
Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2 like 
newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to 
salvation, 3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.  

7.  Victory over these sins is promised blessing. 1 Pet 3:8-10 
To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; 9 
not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called 
for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.  

8. Where this does not exist in the Body, Peace does not exist. 

9. A lack of kindness from someone is overcome by kindness toward them, not by 

separating from them as a self-righteous “kind” person. 

10. This kindness obviously extends to all members of the Body of Christ and even to 

unbelievers as well. 

11. Being compassionate means being sensitive to the needs of others and caring. 

12. To forgive One Another is to display to them the grace that Christ has displayed to 

us. 

13. If we don’t appreciate His grace to us, extending grace to others won’t happen. 

14. Since we are all at different stages of laying aside the Old Self and putting on the 

New, we will step on each other’s toes from time to time. 

15. But the more that Christ is formed in us and thus the more we care about others, the 

less we care about personal injuries to ourselves. 

16. And the easier it is to forgive as Christ forgave. 

17. Forgiveness can’t exist where love doesn’t. 

 

Principle: Peace in the Universal Church, begins in individual souls and then extends to 

others. (take 6 sq. ft. of ground) 
 

Command #12: Seek every day to become kinder than you already are. 

 

40 Commands: 2:11; 4:25,26(3),27,28(2),29,30,31,32; 

5:1,2,3,5,6,7,8,11(2),14(2),15,17(2),18(2),25,33; 6:1,2,4(2),5,9,10,11,13,14,17 
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Ephesians 5:1-2 
Peace with God 

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

C. The Walk of the Church–Peace (4:1–6:24) 

1. Peace in the Church (4:1-16) 

2. Peace of Soul (4:17-24) 

3. Peace with your Neighbor (4:25-32) 

4. Peace with God (5:1-2) 

 

Eph 5:1 = The Standard (13th Command) 
 

Therefore (OUN = conclusion from preceding paragraph; this is not a new paragraph in 

the Greek but finishes Chapter 4; look at every command from v25; God Himself keeps 

the principles behind them), be (Pres Mid Imp GINOMAI = become; Pres. = keep seeking 

this; Mid. = decision; Imp = command, not optional; 13th command) imitators (MIM8T8S = 

7x; to mimic; act like the example set; follow the lead; the verb is MIMEOMAI = 4x; and 

is a deponent verb emphasizing the choices that have to be made) of (the) God, as 

(HOS) beloved  (AGAP8TOS = one who is loved) children (TEKNON); 
 

5:1 L.T. = Therefore become imitators of God as beloved children; 
 

Summary: 

1. To “imitate” is to copy a pattern of action. 

A. Paul exhorts us to imitate his evangelism. 1 Cor 4:15-16 
For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers; for in 
Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 16 I exhort you therefore, be imitators of 
me.  

B. And to seek profit for all men. 1 Cor 10:33-11:1 
just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of the many, 
that they may be saved. 11 Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.  

C. While undergoing undeserved suffering. 1 Thes 2:14-16 
For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, 
for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they 
did from the Jews, 15 who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They 
are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men, 16 hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles 
that they might be saved; with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But 
wrath has come upon them to the utmost.  

D. This imitation must be diligent.  Heb 6:11-12 
And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full 
assurance of hope until the end, 12 that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises.  

 E. It is self-disciplined. 2 Thes 3:7-10 
For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an 
undisciplined manner among you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but 
with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we might not be a burden to 
any of you; 9 not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a 
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model for you, that you might follow our example. 10 For even when we were with you, we 
used to give you this order: if anyone will not work, neither let him eat.  

2. Therefore this imitation must be powered by the Holy Spirit. 1 Thes 1:5-7 
for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 
with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your 
sake. 6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much 
tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers 
in Macedonia and in Achaia.  

3. When we seek to imitate another’s faith the first consideration is their conduct.   

Heb 13:7-10 
Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result 
of their conduct, imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and 
forever. 9 Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart 
to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those who were thus occupied were 
not benefited.  

4. We are specifically commanded to not imitate evil. 3 John 11 
Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. The one who does good is of God; the 
one who does evil has not seen God.  

5. Christianity does not have just a message with words, but a message of works. 

6. The world has a right to look upon us and make a judgment concerning our faith.   

John 13:34-35 (20th Century Christians did not expect perfection in a church, but they did 
expect genuineness. 21st Century Christians seem to want entertainment and make their 
own reality). 

7. Paul spells out our calling in life which is to “walk worthy” by exhibiting through 

grace God and His character in our generation.  (Personal, holy and loving) 

8. This verse sets the standard.  cf. Matt 5:48 

9. Believers do not automatically imitate God because imitation is a process of 

becoming something we are not.  cf Eph 4:17-24 
This I say therefore, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the 
Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 being darkened in their understanding, 
excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
hardness of their heart; 19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to 
sensuality, for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 20 But you did not learn 
Christ in this way, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth 
is in Jesus, 22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which 
is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be renewed in the 
spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created 
in righteousness and holiness of the truth.  

10. The analogy is to imitate God in a similar manner as a loved son imitates his father. 
(i.e. this excludes sin and violation of the Father’s commands) 

11. Namely, we are to follow His example with childlike faith. Mark 10:14-16 
But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, "Permit the children to come to 
Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 "Truly I say to 
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it at all."  16 And 
He took them in His arms and began blessing them, laying His hands upon them.  

 

Principle: Imitation of God is to be a pursuit of the Christian life, although it will never 

be completely realized until eternity.  1 Cor 15:50-58 
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Command #13: We are to seek to live godly Perfection. Matt 5:48 

 

Eph 5:2 = Specifics of Imitation (14th Command) 
 

and walk in love (Pres Act Imp PERIPATEW = to foot it about; 14th command; Pres = 

lifestyle; Act = you imitate; Imp = requirement + EN + AGAP8 = do what is right and best 

even if it involves unpleasant feelings; this is a response to His love for us 1 John 4:19), 

just as (KATHWS = adv. of manner; sets up equation) (the) Christ also (Anointed One) 

loved you (Aor Act Ind AGAPAW = loved us; Aor looks at the totality of His love; Act = 

that which He initiated; Ind = fact that can be counted on), and gave Himself up (Aor Act 

Ind PARADIDWMI = often see translated as “betray”; to give/place alongside + Refl. p.n.; 

Aor looks at incarnation/ cross; Act = His choice; Ind = fact) for us (HUPER = in our 

place, on behalf of), an offering (PROSPHORA = 9x; refers to the Minchah/Gift Offering 

which look at the quality of the gift) and sacrifice (THUSIA = 29x;  primarily denotes the 

act of offering) to (the) God as a fragrant aroma (OSM8 = a smell, odor + EUWDIA = a 

sweet smell; what the various offerings were to provide). 
 

5:2 L.T. = and walk in love, just as the Christ also loved us, and gave Himself up on 

behalf of us, an offering and a sacrifice to the God as a fragrant aroma. 
 

Summary: 

1. Our lifestyle is to be characterized by displaying to others what God has displayed to 

us–His Love. 1 John 4:19-20 We love, because He first loved us.  

2. The Son is the foremost imitator of the Father. Heb 1:3 
And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all 
things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high; 

3. To walk in love we must lay aside “childish” things and become childlike in our 

Faith. 1 Cor 13:11-13 
When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I 
became a man, I did away with childish things. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 
face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known. 

13 But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. Matt 18:3-5 
and said, "Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you shall not 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 "Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  

4. Christ showed His love for us by personal sacrifice. 
(Do we love others as He loved us) 

5. He left the glory and splendor of heaven to take our place on a cross.  Php 2:5-8 
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in 
the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, 
taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 And being found 
in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.  

6. What comfort and conveniences would we leave behind to bear someone else’s 

burdens?  Gal 6:1-3 
Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in 
a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one 
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another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something 
when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  

7. God’s gift to us was beyond the best we could ever imagine. Eph 3:14-19 
For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth derives its name, 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to 
be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man; 17 so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to 
know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fulness 
of God.  

8. In context, failure to share God’s desires and imitate them grieves the Holy Spirit. 

9. To imitate God and walk in love His thoughts must become our thoughts. 

10.  Do we give Him our best in return? 

11. Do we make the one sacrifice for sins for all time personal?  Heb 10:10,12 

12. What sacrifices are we willing to make for Him?  Rom 12:1 

13. How do we compare to the principle of giving found in John 3:16? 

14. Do we love our enemies as He loved us when we were enemies? Rom 5:8 

15. Do we share His desire that all be saved and come to a full knowledge of the truth?  

1 Tim 2:4 

16. Will we humble ourselves so as to seek to accomplish this Mission?  Phil 2:8 

17. Do we seek a unity of the Body of Christ? John 17 

18. When we develop God’s perspective, it gives us Vision and sets forth our Mission.  
(Proper Vision is therefore unselfish) 

19. Do we just talk the talk or are we available to walk the walk? 

20. Would we take the heat to see others become disciples?  Rom 9:1-4 

21. Do we seek to make decisions today that will positively affect tomorrow because we 

share God’s desires? 

22. What offerings and sacrifices would we make to carry out the Mission?  

Heb 13:15-16 

23. Do we really ask “What would Jesus do?” and then seek to do it ourselves? 

24. Are we really interested in spreading His Kingdom? 

25. Do we measure ourselves by the absolute standard?  Mat 5:48 

 

Principle: Our highest calling is to learn to love as Christ loved us. 

 

Command #14: Walking in love is not to be an optional part of the Christian life. 

 

Ephesians 5:3-14 

Peace in your Lifestyle 

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

C. The Walk of the Church–Peace (4:1–6:24) 

1. Peace in the Church (4:1-16) 

2. Peace of Soul (4:17-24) 

3. Peace with your Neighbor (4:25-32) 

4. Peace with God (5:1-2) 

5. Peace in your Lifestyle (5:3-14) 
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Eph 5:3 = Protect the Name (15th Command) 
 

And do not let (stop letting) immorality (PORNEIA = fornication; to trade or sell something 

of value for something of no value) or any impurity (AKATHARSIA = 10X; cf. 4:19, 

uncleanness as a result of Scar Tissue; Gal 5:19 work of flesh; 1 Thes 4:7 God did not 

call us to this; ceremonial uncleanness = that which mocks imitation of God) or greed 

(PLEONEXIA = selfish desires of Fame, Fortune, Power, Pleasure, actively pursued) 

even be named (MB + Pres Act Imp  ONOMADZW = given a title by these things; 15th 

Command) among you, as is proper (KATHWS +Pres Act Ind PREPEI = 7X; to be 

conspicuous among a number, to be eminent, distinguished by a  thing, befit; thus 

appropriate, proper) among saints (HAGIOS); 
 

5:3 L.T. = And stop letting fornication and any uncleanness or greed even be named 

among you, as is proper among saints; 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul lists three things that do not imitate God and do not fulfill the command to 

“walk in love.” 

2. Fornication subverts the Divine Institution of Marriage. 

3. Fornication basically means to give up something of abiding value for a fleeting 

pleasure. 

4. Uncleanness looks at that which spiritually “spoils” one’s garments, often found in 

legalism. Rev 3:4 

5. Uncleanness involves actions that have an air of spirituality or godliness but which 

in fact do not imitate God and even discredit Him. 

6. Greed is an active desire for Fame, Fortune, Power and Pleasure that is never 

satisfied and primarily deals with financial matters. 2 Cor 9:5 

7. This verse commands the church to properly behave in the areas of sex, laws and 

money. 

 

Principle: Saints have an obligation to imitate the Lord by living by the moral code He 

set and did. 

 

Command #15: Immorality is not to be condoned. 

 

Eph 5:4 = That Which Wastes Time 
 

and there must be no (continuance of the controlling verb from the previous verse) 

filthiness (AISCHROT8S = 1x; from word group that means shame or disgrace; whatever 

is disgraceful; similar word in 5:12; whatever denies, abases or abuses grace; let us sin 

so grace can abound; dissing of grace) and silly talk (MWROLOGIA = 1x; moronic word; 

foolish, stupid, more that mere idle talk but that which is both foolishness and sin at the 

same time; there is no god), or coarse jesting (EUTRAPELIA = 1x; from word that means 

to turn well. This is used to describe quick movements of persons or apes. Flexibility, 

versatility in the give and take of communication, nimble-witted, facetious; means one 

that uses a quick wit to avoid anything serious, trans: facetiousness; diversionary 

tactics), which are not fitting (OUK + IPF AN8KW = 3x; Col 3:18; Phil 8; to arrive upward, 
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mature in imitation of God), but rather the giving of thanks (EUCHARISTIA = 15x; 

recognition of the goodness of grace; also in the verb form 38x). 
 

5:4 L.T. = and there must be no disgrace and foolish talk, or facetiousness, which are 

not fitting but rather the giving of thanks. 

 

Summary: 

1. Things that bring shame or disgrace on the Body of Christ should be avoided. 

2. Some Scriptural examples: 

a. Dishonest gain. 1 Tim 3:3,8; Titus 1:7; 1 Pet 5:2 

b. Abusive language. Col 3:8 

c. Shameful things continued without repentance. 2 Cor 4:2 

d. A mind set on earthly things. Php 3:19-20 

e. One who is ashamed of suffering as a Christian. 1 Pet 4:16 

3. One who spends his life doing shameful things will stand in front of the Lord in 

shame. 1 John 2:28 

4. Men may shame or disgrace us, but our Hope is in the Lord. Heb 12:2 

5. The real issue in life is what is shameful or disgraceful to God, not man. 

6. Foolish talk is that which is devoid of Spiritual understanding. 1 Cor 2:14 

a.  It calls others “fools” with no concern for their lost condition. Mat 5:22 

b.  It diminishes the cross of Christ. 1 Cor 1:18,23 

c.  It complicates the simple. 1 Cor 1:21 

d.  It “elevates” oneself to godhood. 1 Cor 1:25 

e. It claims equality with God. 1 Cor 3:19 

7. Believers are to become “fools” for God. 1 Cor 3:18; 4:10 

8. When Believers hold to the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ, (2 Cor 11:3) it 

will be used to shame the “wise” of the world. 1 Cor 1:27 

9. Facetiousness is a shallowness that frequently uses humor to avoid reality and try to 

negate the important.  (Jesting) 

10. These three things do not imitate God. (Disgrace, foolish talk, facetiousness)  

11. These six things do not produce thanksgiving to God. 
(fornication, uncleanness, greed, disgrace, foolish talk, facetiousness) 

12. These six things are not part of “walking in love.” 

13. Neither do they lead to Peace for your life. 

 

Principle: The proclamation of grace is a great alternative to sinful activity. 

 

Eph 5:5 = The Cost (16th Command) 

For (GAR = for as an explanation) this you know with certainty (Perf Act Imp EIMI + Pres 

Act Ptc GINWSKW = you know with certainty; Present Periphrastic 16th Command; 

translate: For be knowing for certain), that no immoral (PORNOS = 10x; one involved in 

fornication; KJV translates “whoremongers”) or impure (AKATHARSIA = 32x; goes with 

5:3; ceremonially unclean) person or covetous man (PLEONEKTOS = 4x; associated with 

greed of 5:3), who is (HO + Pres Act Ind EIMI = the one who is being; looks at a lifestyle) 

an idolater (EIDOLATR8S = 7x; one who worships other so-called gods), has (Pres Act 

Ind ECHW = is having) an inheritance (KL8RONOMIA = 14x; a part sanctioned by law; ) in 

the kingdom of Christ and God (Granville-Sharp rule: of the Christ even God).  
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5:5 L.T. = For be knowing for certain, that no fornicator, or unclean person, or covetous 

man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of the Christ even God. 
 

Summary: 

1. Since these sins are functions of selfishness, one who is involved in them is not 

producing fruit in the Kingdom. 

2. People involved in these activities do not love God enough to live for Him. 

3. Lack of inheritance does not mean loss of salvation. 1 Cor 6:9-11 
Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 
10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were 
sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our 
God. 

4.  But it does mean loss of eternal rewards. 1 Cor 3:14-15 
If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward. 15 If any 
man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through 
fire.  

5. Fornication, uncleanness and covetousness are idolatrous and will not be rewarded 

by God. 

6. The Sealing Ministry of the Holy Spirit guarantees that an eternal inheritance is 

available. Eph 1:13-14 
In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation —  having 
also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a 
pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the 
praise of His glory.  

7. By God’s grace, every time the function of idolatry in our souls is defeated by loving 

and serving Him, He remembers. Heb 6:10 

8. God’s Kingdom is focused on His Son. Matt 28:18 

9. Let us never forget that the first and foremost issue of life is to love our God, first. 

 

Principle: Sins gain zero inheritance in the Messiah’s kingdom. 

 

Command #16: Know with certainty that sin has no inheritance in the Kingdom. 

 

Eph 5:6 = Warning (17th Command). 
 

Let no one deceive (M8 + Pres Act Imp APATEW = stop letting; this is a real and valid 

concern for all generations-17th command) you with empty words (KENOS + LOGOS = no 

real content or substance; focused on self; shallow), for because of these things 

(everything listed in this section) the wrath (ORG8 = of the slow burning type) of (the) 

God comes (Pres Act Ind ERCHOMAI = is coming; ) upon the sons of (the) disobedience 

(d.a. + APEITHEIA = 6x; lack of confidence; cf. 2:2; also used in Heb 4:6,11 of the 

rebellion of the sons of Israel in the desert). 
 

5:6 L.T. = Stop letting anyone deceive you with empty words, for because of these 

things the wrath of the God is coming upon the sons of the disobedience. 
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Summary: 

1. Believers must be constantly on guard so the viewpoints of the world do not deceive 

them. 2 Cor 4:3-4 
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  

2. All mankind has been disobedient and thus all of mankind are recipients of an initial 

mercy from God. Rom 11:30-36 
For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of 
their disobedience, 31 so these also now have been disobedient, in order that because of the 
mercy shown to you they also may now be shown mercy. 32 For God has shut up all in 
disobedience that He might show mercy to all. 33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His 
ways! 34 For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? 35 Or who 
has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again? 36 For from Him and through 
Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.  

3. This disobedience was initially a characteristic of our lost condition but once we 

were saved by grace through faith we were made alive in Christ. cf. Eph 2:2,6 

4. The empty words, by context, refer to cosmic justifications of fornication, 

uncleanness, and greed. (viewing as non-sinful, just a way of doing business, many view 
extramarital sex as owed them because of the high position) 

5. Believers are to consider themselves dead/separated from these things in order to 

live out the fact they are a new creation. Col 3:5-11 
Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 6 For it is on account of these things that the 
wrath of God will come, 7 and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them. 8 
But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from 
your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, 

10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the 
image of the One who created him 11 — a renewal in which there is no distinction between 
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but 
Christ is all, and in all.  

6. Participation in these things indicates a lack of having faith and resting in the plan of 

God. Heb 4:6 

7. It indicates also that the Word is not alive in us. Heb 4:11 

8. When Believers lack confidence, God’s love brings discipline into their life. Heb 12:6 

9. Faith-Rest is trusting God enough to obey Him, being content with knowing of doing 

His will. 

10. The sins of verse 4 are inferred in this verse because they are tools deception. 

 

Principle: Being deceived is not a valid excuse before God. 

 

Command #17: Learn to recognize the verbal ploys of the enemy. 

 

Eph 5:7 = Change (18th Command) 
 

Therefore (OUV = conclusion that is focused on 5:3-7) do not be (M8 + Pres Mid Imp 

GINOMAI = stop becoming-18th command; this looks at the process and in some ways 
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indicates a Believer who got it right and is falling away, or backsliding) partakers 

(SUMMETOCHOS = 2x; cf 3:6 where it is used of Gentiles being fellow-partakers of 

Christ; to be a partner with; to have with) with them; 
 

5:7 L.T. = Therefore, stop becoming partakers with them; 

 

Summary: 

1. Believers are not to partake of the sinful activities of those who do not trust God. 

2. This command requires constant reminders to the Body of Christ. 2 Peter 1:12-15 
Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already 
know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you. 13 And I 
consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, 14 
knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ 
has made clear to me. 15 And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you 
may be able to call these things to mind.  

3. When Believers help propagate wrong-doing they are helping to bring about the 

outpouring of God’s wrath. 

4. The correct attitude is to do right so that more will see and join the family. 

5. Selfishness of soul says to “let them burn” for why should it matter since I am a son 

of God and guaranteed salvation? Rev 3:10 

6. In what way could these sinful activities possibly imitate God? 

7. Sinful activities will not produce Peace. 

 

Principle: Believers are called to battle sinful activities in themselves. 

 

Command #18: Don’t participate in the sins of sinners. 

 

Eph 5:8  =  Contrast in Our Walk (Command #19) 
 

for you were (IPF Act Ind EIMI = kept on being) formerly (POTE = in the past, formerly) 

darkness (SKOTOS = 31x; predominantly spiritual darkness; absence of The Light), but 

now (NUN = at this time because a change has happened) you are (elited verb for 

emphasis) light (PHWS = 73x; the opposite of SKOTOS, spiritual light) in the Lord; walk 

(Pres Act Imp PERIPATEW = keep walking; Command # 19) as children of light (no 

definite article here that looks at the I AM who is Light, but at the elements of light that 

we are to imitate) 
 

5:8 L.T. = for you kept on being formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; 

keep walking as children of light. 
 

Summary: 

1. As unbelievers we not only walked in darkness but were part of the spiritual 

darkness. (Part of the problem)  

2. Believers are designed to be part of the solution. 

3. Believers can be part of the solution because of their position in the Light of the 

World. John 8:12 
Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me 
shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life."  
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4. But even though Believers are in the Light they may not be walking in the Light.   

1 John 1:5-7 
And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and 
in Him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in 
the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 but if we walk in the light as He Himself is 
in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us 
from all sin.  

5. The “darkness” we battle is against spiritual forces who seek to extinguish the 

Light. cf. Eph 4:17-18; 6:12 
This I say therefore, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the 
Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 being darkened in their understanding, 
excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
hardness of their heart;  

6. Yet this darkness no more has total power over us. Col 1:13 
For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His 
beloved Son,  

7. To “walk as children of light” requires that we “walk in love” for One Another.  

Eph 5:2; 1 John 2:8-11 
On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, 
because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining. 9 The one who 
says he is in the light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now. 10 The one who 
loves his brother abides in the light and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 11 But the one 
who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where 
he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.  

8. Walking in the Light is not the normal tendency of mankind. John 3:18-21 
"He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 "And this is the 
judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the 
light; for their deeds were evil. 20 "For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 "But he who practices the truth comes 
to the light, that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God."  

9. The Lord called Believers out of darkness to proclaim His greatness. 1 Pet 2:9 

10. So, there is no time to waste concerning putting off the deeds of darkness and 

putting on the armor of light. Rom 13:11-14 
And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now 
salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. 12 The night is almost gone, and the day is at 
hand. Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us 
behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity 
and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.  

11. God now causes the light to shine in the darkness through those who have been 

conformed to the Image of Christ. John 1:5 cf. 2 Cor 4:6-7 

 

Principle: Believers are called to carry the Light to the world. 

 

Command #19: Carrying the Light to the world is not designed to be an optional part of 

the Christian life. 

 

Eph 5:9 = Fruit of the Light 
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(for the fruit (KARPOS = production) of the light consists in all goodness (AGATHWSUN8 = 

4x; Rom 15:14 possible in a Bel; Gal 5:22 of the fruit of the Spirit; 2 Thes 1:11 of the 

goodness of God; becomes good/fruitful; a seed planted is not automatically fruitful but 

it takes some time) and righteousness (DIKAIOSUN8 = 92x; follow straight path, obedient 

to God; foremost standard is love) and truth (AL8THEIA = 109x)), 
 

5:9 L.T. = (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness and righteousness and 

truth), 
 

Summary: 

1. The light in us is designed to be productive. 

2. The Light of the Lord gives life to goodness and adds warmth. 

3. The Lord’s light makes it possible to determine true righteousness and truth. 

4. The Indwelling Holy Spirit is our eyes that receive the Light so that we may see the 

Lord. (light causes things to grow, the HS is the producer of fruit) 

5. His Light activates the Righteousness imputed to the New Creation. Eph 4:24 
and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and 
holiness of the truth. 

6. And offers us protection in the Angelic Conflict. Eph 6:14-15 
Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness,  

7.  The activated truth involves: 

a. Spreading the gospel. 1:13 

b. Grasping/appreciating our position in Christ. 4:21 

c. Having the ability to put on the new self. 4:24 

d. Having the ability to communicate righteousness and truth in love. 4:15, 25 

8. The fruit of this light is good toward others, righteous in evaluating oneself and 

based on truth. 

 

Principle: We should evaluate our own fruit. 

 

Eph 5:10 = Our Motive 
 

trying to learn (Pres Act Ptc DOKIMADZW = approve, examine; word used of metals, to 

assay; discern; determine; trans: determining) what is pleasing (EUARESTOS = 9x; every 

virtue that is worthy to present to Him) to the Lord. 
 

5:10 L.T. = determining what is pleasing to the Lord. 
 

Summary: 

1.  Love is to be our motive for imitating God. Eph 5:1-2 
Therefore become imitators of God as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as the 
Christ also loved us, and gave Himself up on behalf of us, an offering and a sacrifice to the 
God as a fragrant aroma. 

2. This verse involves personal examination of our life to find out what He wants us to 

do for Him.  2 Cor 13:5 
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Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize 
this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you — unless indeed you fail the test?  

3. It also involves presenting our bodies to Him first as a Living Sacrifice, being willing 

to change. Rom 12:1-2 
I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and 

holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 

prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

4. Love leads to ‘knowledge and discernment’ so that we may determine excellent 

things, which we know is pleasing to God. Php 1:9-11 
And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all 
discernment, 10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be 
sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; 11 having been filled with the fruit of 
righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.  

5. Believers are to examine everything and hold fast to the good. 1 Thes 5:21 
6. It is pleasing to the Lord to not place a non-essential obstacle in a brother’s way.   

Rom 14:13-18 
Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this —  not to put an 
obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way. 14 I know and am convinced in the Lord 
Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but to him who thinks anything to be unclean, to him 
it is unclean. 15 For if because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking 
according to love. Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died. 16 Therefore do 
not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil; 17 for the kingdom of God is not 
eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 For he who 

in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men. 

7. To please Him is a worthy ambition and gets us ready to stand before His Judgment 

Seat.  2 Cor 5:9-10 
Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be 
recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or 
bad. 

8. Providing for those who spread the message of the Lord is well-pleasing to Him.  

Php 4:18 
But I have received everything in full, and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having 
received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, 

well-pleasing to God.  

9. Children obeying their parents please Him. Col 3:20 

  Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.  

10. Servants are to seek to please their masters. Titus 2:9-11 
Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not 
argumentative, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good faith that they may adorn the doctrine 
of God our Savior in every respect.  

11. To be pleasing to our Lord should be a prayer for all of us for the Universal Church. 

Heb 13:20-21 
  Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep 

through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, 21 equip you in every 

good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
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Principle: It is possible to know what pleases the Lord. 

 

Eph 5:11 =  Contrast of Action-Commands 20 & 21 
 

And do not participate (M8 + Pres Act Imp SUGKOINONEW = 3x; Php 4:14; Rev 18:4; Stop 

fellowshipping, participating) in the unfruitful (AKARPOS = 7x; without fruit, fruitless; 

used in the parable of the sower to describe a seed sown among thorns that got choked 

out and became unfruitful {Matt 13:22 & Mark 4:19}) deeds (ERGOS = works) of (the) 

darkness (SKOTIA = that brought about by Satan), but instead even expose them (Pres Act 

Imp ELEGCHW = to convict, reprove, rebuke; as an ongoing activity); 
 

5:11 L.T. = And stop participating in the unfruitful deeds of the darkness, but instead 

even keep on rebuking them; 
 

Summary: 

1. The first command is to stop fellowshipping with the deeds of darkness. 

2. A possible problem arises with this because there must be fellowship for 

evangelism to occur, so the issue is not just the deeds but whether or not the intent 

to evangelize exists. 

3. If there is no intent to evangelize but just to fellowship, the result will be personal 

corruption. 1 Cor 15:33 
Do not be deceived: "Bad company corrupts good morals." 

4.  Unfruitfulness occurs when: 

A.  Unbelief exists. Jude 12-14 
These men are those who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you 
without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn 
trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of the sea, casting up their own 
shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved 
forever.  

     B.  There is a lack of goodness, righteousness and truth. 5:9 

     C.  We become too entangled in the everyday matters of life. Matt 13:22 & Mark 4:19 

D.  We don’t know what we are saying. 1 Cor 14:14 
For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.  

E.  We have no good works. Titus 3:14 
And let our people also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, that they 
may not be unfruitful.  

 F. We are not led by the virtues of life. 2 Peter 1:4-9 
  For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by 

them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world by lust. 5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith 
supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; 6 and in your 
knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, 
godliness; 7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 
8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor 
unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these qualities 
is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.  

5. Believers must be on guard or they too will fall prey to sin. Gal 6:1-2 
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Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one 
in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one 
another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ. 

6. Satan authored and his forces promote deeds of darkness, so Believers must learn 

how to recognize and battle them. Eph 6:12-14a 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, 
against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in 
the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand firm therefore 

7. Light and darkness have no real fellowship together. 2 Cor 6:14 

8. Part of the fruit of the Light is to expose the deeds of darkness. 

9.  Instead Believers should produce the fruit of the Spirit. Gal 5:22-26 
  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 

gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 Now those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one 
another, envying one another.  

 

Principle: Believers are not to stand idly by and let evil run its course. 

 

Command #20: Do not waste time on sinful and unfruitful activities.  

 

Command #21: Believers are to consistently point out Satan’s strategies. 

 

Eph 5:12  = Covert Activities of Darkness 
 

for it is disgraceful (AISCHRON = 3x; akin to AISCHROT8S in 5:4; whatever denies, 

disgraces or abuses grace; 1 Cor 11:6 of the shame for a woman to pray with her head 

uncovered; 1 Cor 14:35 where it is a shame for women to speak in church instead of 

asking their husband; this word has a cultural ring to it) even to speak of the things which 

are done by them in secret (KRUPH8 = 1x; privately). 
 

5:12 L.T. = for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in 

secret. 
 

Summary: 

1.  Some unfruitful deeds of darkness do not need graphic detail to expose. 

2. Speaking of them, even to expose them, can foster a lack of grace because they are 

so despicable. 

3. When focus on the grossness of some sins, it is easy to seek spirituality by 

comparison and forget that all sins are gross. 

4. By speaking the truth in love, exposure and rebuke will occur. 
 (Stating the positive that comes from the Light by its very nature exposes the darkness. For 

example: What a blessing it is to see a public figure be open and honest) 

5. Let us also pray that the Holy Spirit will use the exposure of evil deeds to convict 

those involved in ongoing sins. John 16:13 

6. Let us also pray that we will be convicted of our own. 
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Principle: Some sins are so disgusting they do not need to vividly described. 

 

Eph 5:13 =  Effects of the Light 
 

But all things become visible (Pres Pas Ptc ELEGCHW = 17x; are being exposed, rebuked) 

when they are exposed (Pres Pas Ind PHANEROW = to manifest, expose) by the light 

(PHWS), for everything that becomes visible (Pres Pas Ptc PHANEROW = 49x; exposed) is 

(Pres Act Ind EIMI) light. (light begets light; in a sense even sin is light because it has 

been exposed. One of the things Peter wondered about. Exposed sin is light to 

someone else. They learn about what does not please the Lord.) 
 

5:13 L.T. = But all things are being rebuked when they are exposed by the light, for 

everything that is being exposed is light. 
 

Summary: 

1. Jesus’ life is the Light that rebukes sin. John 1:4-5 
In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not comprehend it.  

2. Light makes things visible, able to be seen. 

3. Wherever the light of Christ is manifested sin is exposed. Isa 6 

4. Evil can no longer masquerade as anything else even though it may appear as a 

message of light. 2 Cor 11:14-15 
And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not 
surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end 
shall be according to their deeds.  

5. Men still like to hide in the darkness from the light. John 3:18-21 
"He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 "And this is the 
judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the 
light; for their deeds were evil. 20 "For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not 
come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 "But he who practices the truth comes 
to the light, that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God."  

6. As we identify and address our sins and let His light shine though us, we too 

become light. Matt 5:14-16 
"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 "Nor do men light a 
lamp, and put it under the peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives light to all who are 
in the house. 16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

7.   A key role of the Holy Spirit is to expose sin. John 16:8-11 
"And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness, and 
judgment; 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 and concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you no longer behold Me; 11 and concerning 
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. 

8.   Conviction is to be a function of love: 

      A.  The Lord is the model. Heb 12:4-6 
You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin; 5 and you 
have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, "My son, do not regard 
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lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor faint when you are reproved by Him; 6 For those whom 
the Lord loves He disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives." 

     B.   He convicts so that we may change and fellowship can occur. Rev 3:19-22 
'Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent. 20 'Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to 
him, and will dine with him, and he with Me. 21 'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit 
down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 
22 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.' "  

     C. Even when telling of coming judgment. Jude 14-16 
And about these also Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, 
"Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, 15 to execute judgment upon 
all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an 
ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 16 
These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, 
flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage. 

D.  Lack of love through partiality is a sin. James 2:8-10 
If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law, according to the Scripture, "You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself," you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin 
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 

9.   Valid exposures: 

A.  Your brother sins against you.  Matt 18:15-17 
"And if your brother sins, go and reprove him in private; if he listens to you, you have won your 
brother. 16 "But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed.  17 "And if he refuses to listen 
to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as 
a Gentile and a tax-gatherer.  

 B.   A public official who is living in sin. Luke 3:18-20 
So with many other exhortations also he preached the gospel to the people. 19 But when 
Herod the tetrarch was reproved by him on account of Herodias, his brother's wife, and on 
account of all the wicked things which Herod had done, 20 he added this also to them all, that 
he locked John up in prison.  

 C.   An elder who is living in sin. 1 Tim 5:19-22 
Do not receive an accusation against an elder except on the basis of two or three witnesses. 
20 Those who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all, so that the rest also may be 
fearful of sinning. 21 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of 
His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of 
partiality.  

D.   One who has no concern for the lost. Titus 1:12-15 
One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy 
gluttons." 13 This testimony is true. For this cause reprove them severely that they may be 
sound in the faith, 14 not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who 
turn away from the truth.  

10.  Pastors are to live exemplary lives so that they might be able to offer reproof with 

hypocrisy. Titus 1:7-9 
For the overseer must be above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, 8 but hospitable, 
loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self-controlled, 9 holding fast the faithful word which 
is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to 
refute those who contradict.  
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A. They are not to be afraid of delivering reproof, especially when people turn from 

the truth. 2 Tim 4:2-5 
preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great 
patience and instruction. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in 
accordance to their own desires; 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn 
aside to myths.  

 B.   Nor are they to be afraid to deliver a message of salvation from ungodliness.   

      Titus 2:11-15 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny 
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 
13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Christ Jesus; 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed 
and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 15 These 

things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard you.  

 

Principle: Lighting up the darkness is to be a major action of the Christian life.  

 

Eph 5:14 =  Action Precedes Light (22nd Command) 
 

For (DIO) this reason (the light to shine) it says, “Awake (Pres Act Imp EGEIRW = stay 

awake, arise; 22nd Command), sleeper (d.a. + Pres Act Ptc KATHEUDW = spiritually 

asleep) and arise (Aor Act Ptc = ANIST8MI = having stood up; not a command but a 

result of our spiritual resurrection) from the dead, and (the) Christ will shine on you (Fut 

Act Ind EPIPHAUW = 1x; to shine forth upon; a conditional promise).” 
 

5:14 L.T. = For this reason it says, “Arise, sleeper, having stood up from the dead, and 

the Christ will shine upon you.” 
 

Summary: 

1. This verse is for those who become complacent about the Christian life and who are 

thus involved in sin. 

2. Because we have already been raised with Christ at salvation, we are to function 

accordingly. 

3. This means to live our spiritual resurrection in time. Php 3:8-16 
More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in 
order that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my 
own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which 
comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him, and the power of His 
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order 
that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained it, or 
have already become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which also I 
was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it 
yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let us 
therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different 
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attitude, God will reveal that also to you; 16 however, let us keep living by that same standard 
to which we have attained.  

4. Many are “asleep on their feet,” not exposing the darkness, and thus the Light is not 

shining through them. 

5. Being spiritually awake involves walking in love as children of light. cf. 5:2,8 

6. When we “wake up” from our complacency and desire to do what is pleasing to the 

Lord, Jesus will shine His light on and through us. 

7. This light provides guidance to take regular steps of faith in our daily walk. 

8. Believers who are spiritually awake get a glimpse of Him because they are walking in 

the light. 

9. In the last days before His return, Believers are to be especially awake and thus 

functioning for Him.  1 Thes 5:1-11 
Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to 
you. 2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in 
the night. 3 While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them 
suddenly like birth pangs upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But you, 
brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you like a thief; 5 for you are all 
sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; 6 so then let us not sleep 
as others do, but let us be alert and sober. 7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, 
and those who get drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, 
having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. 9 For 
God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10 who died for us, that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with Him. 11 
Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another, just as you also are doing.  

 

Principle: Believers are to be spiritually awake to all the deeds of darkness. 

 

Command #22: Wake up to spiritual issues. 

 

The Christian Walk 
 

1. Walk by Faith.  Rom. 4:12  
(who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham…);  

2 Cor 5:7 for we walk by faith and not by sight– Moving toward objective of Mission 
 
Do God’s promises or the circumstance of life dictate our decisions? 
Do we see a need or an opportunity and take a step of faith toward fulfilling it? 
 

2. Walk in Newness of Life. Rom 6:4   
Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness 
of life. 
 
Our identification with the Lord in His Resurrection lets us begin life anew.  
Are we still laden with sins/encumbrances?  Satan does not want us to have this. 
We have a fresh start. (Having confidence you will reach the Objective) 
 

3. Walk by means of the Spirit. Gal 5:16, 25  
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But I say, walk by the Holy Spirit and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. Since we 
live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 
 
Recognize Divine guidance from God as empowering to accomplish the Mission, because 
of our relationship with Him. 
 

4. Walk in Good Works.  Eph 2:10  
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 
This realizes the purpose of the Christian life. 
Many do not have peace of soul because they have no purpose in their life. 
 

5. Walk Worthy of the Lord. Eph 4:1; Col 4:1   
I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord entreat you to walk in the manner worthy of the calling 
with which you have been called,  

Col 1:10 so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all 
respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God 
 
This walk is based on Grace, fixed on Hope and seeks Peace.    
Worthiness refers more to usability than to merit. (Not my will but yours). 
 

6. Walk in Love. Eph 5:1-2 
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also 
loved us and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma 
 
If Love is not the motivator in your life, then all else is worthless. 1 Cor 13:1-3 
The Love can only be attained as we appreciate more and more His love for us. 1 John 3:1 
 

7. Walk in Light. Eph 5:8; 1 John 1:7 
for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light  

1 John l:7 but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 
This is part of our guidance that is accomplished by following the example of the “Light of 
the World.” 
Pursue the fruit of the Light and expose the deeds of darkness.  Eph 5:9, 11 
 

8. Walk in Grace. Col 2:6-7  
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him having been firmly 
rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith just as you were 
instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 
 

The Christian Walk is not accomplished in energy of the flesh, but rather by being 

available to be used. 
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Ephesians 5:15-21 

Peace in Worship 

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

C. The Walk of the Church–Peace (4:1–6:24) 

1. Peace in the Church (4:1-16) 

2. Peace of Soul (4:17-24) 

3. Peace with your Neighbor (4:25-32) 

4. Peace with God (5:1-2) 

5. Peace in your Lifestyle (5:3-14) 

6. Peace in Worship (5:15-21) 

 

Eph 5:15  =  Warning to “Sleepers”  (23rd Command) 

 

Therefore (OUV = conclusion from 5:1-14) be careful (Pres Act Imp = BLEPW = look 

around you, Pres = all the time; Act = you are to initiate; Imp = command + adv. 

AKRIBWS = exactly accurately, diligently, be very careful; 23rd Command) how (PWS = 

in what way) you walk, not as unwise men but (ALLA) as wise (SOPHOS), 
 

5:15 L.T. = Therefore be very careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 

 

Summary: 

1. Those who are spiritually asleep are not wise. 

2. Believers are to be spiritually alert and attentive to their surroundings and mission. 

3. In our surroundings are opportunities to produce fruit. 

4. As we focus on our Mission in life, we will find and seize the opportunities. 

5. Our Mission is to spread His Kingdom. cf. 5:1 

6. Therefore, the manner in which we walk should be consciously directed to the wise 

spread of His Kingdom. 

 

Principle: Walking wisely involves spiritual education applied by making good spiritual 

choices. 

 

Command #23: Always be spiritually alert to walk in wisdom. 
 

Six Characteristics of a Wise Walk 
 

Eph 5:16 =  First Characteristic–Redeeming the Time 
 

making the most (Pres Act Ptc EXAORADZW = 4x; Gal 3:13; 4:5; Col 4:5; to buy time, 

redeem, indicates a cost is involved) of your time (KAIROS = season; i.e. of life), because 

the days are evil (Pres Act Ind EIMI + PON8ROS = keep on becoming evil, in the sense 

that they become that way). 
 

5:16 L.T. = redeeming the time because the days keep on becoming evil. 
 

Summary: 
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1. The only time we can redeem is now. Mat 6:31-34 
(the past is gone and the future can be planned for, but the now is the important thing) 
"Do not be anxious then, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'With what 
shall we clothe ourselves?' 32 "For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 "But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you. 34 "Therefore do not be anxious for 
tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

2.  Listening and obeying God is for today. Psa 90:12 
So teach us to number our days, That we may present to Thee a heart of wisdom.  

3.  Every day is an opportunity to invest in the Kingdom of God. 

4.  We pass through different seasons of our lives and of history, so it is important to 

know the times in which we live. 1 Chr 12:32 (like Issachar) cf Eph 1 

5. The cost to redeem the time is to not indulge our Sin Natures. Gal 5:16-17 
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh 
sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to 
one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.  

6. How much time is spent: 

 A.  Spiritually asleep or dead on our feet? 

 B.  Producing the fruit of the light? Eph 5:9 

C. Trying to please Him? Eph 5:10 

7. Since the days are evil, there is no time to waste. Luke 12:35-44  
(Be Prepared and Be Ready!) 

"Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps alight. 36 "And be like men who are waiting for 
their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the 
door to him when he comes and knocks. 37 "Blessed are those slaves whom the master shall 
find on the alert when he comes; truly I say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have 
them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on them. 38 "Whether he comes in the 
second watch, or even in the third, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 39 "And be 
sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 
would not have allowed his house to be broken into. 40 "You too, be ready; for the Son of Man 
is coming at an hour that you do not expect." 41 And Peter said, "Lord, are You addressing 
this parable to us, or to everyone else as well?" 42 And the Lord said, "Who then is the faithful 
and sensible steward, whom his master will put in charge of his servants, to give them their 
rations at the proper time? 43 "Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he 
comes.  

8. Redeeming the time in service to Him is thanksgiving for redeeming us from the 

curse of the Law. Gal 3:13; 4:5 

9. Redeeming the time is directly related to evangelism. Col 4:5-6 
Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. 6 Let 
your speech always be with grace, seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that you may know how 
you should respond to each person.  

 

Principle: Walking wisely requires using our time in service to Him. 

 

Eph 5:17 = Second Characteristic–Understanding the Lord’s Will (24th & 25th Command) 
 

So then (DIA TOUTO = through this) do not be foolish (M8+ Pres Mid Imp GINOMAI + 

APHRONES = Stop becoming without reason; stupid, foolish; 24th Command) but (ALLA 
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= quite to the contrary) understand (Pres Act Imp SUNI8MI = 25th command) what the will 

(THEL8MA = the resultant desire) of the Lord is. 
 

5:17 L.T. = So then, stop becoming foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
 

Summary: 

1. The Lord’s Will for His creation is based on decisions He made from His Integrity 

that were His desires concerning how He wants His creation to think, speak and act. 

2. Jesus Himself set the pattern for obedience to the Father’s Will.  

John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38, 39, 40; Gal 1:4 

John 4:34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to 

accomplish His work.  John 5:30 "I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and 

My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. John 

6:38-40 "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who 
sent Me. 39 "And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose 
nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who 
beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have eternal life; and I Myself will raise him up on 

the last day." Gal 1:3-4 Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 4 who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us out of this present evil age, 
according to the will of our God and Father,  

3. A primary desire of ours should be that the Lord’s will be done, so we must choose 

between following the lusts of men or the Will of God. 1 Pet 4:1-2 
Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, 
because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live the rest of the 
time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 

4. The foolish man walks without a valid reason or objective. Eph 2:3-4; 2 Tim 2:25-26 
Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh 

and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 2 Tim 2:25-26 with 
gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance 
leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may come to their senses and escape from 
the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.  

A. The foolish man lacks understanding because he has not sought the Lord’s 

viewpoint on various matters. 

B. The foolish man is in line for many “lashes” of divine discipline. Luke 12:47 

5. A requirement of the Christian Walk is to seek to understand the Lord’s desires and 

then be transformed by them. 

 A. This requires wanting to live them. John 7:17 

 B.  This involves presenting ourselves to Him to be transformed. Rom 12:1-2 

6. God’s Will has appointed each of us to a function within the Body of Christ.   

1 Cor 1:1; 2 Cor 1:1; Eph 1:1 

7. We should pray for each other concerning understanding His Will. Col 1:9-10; 4:12 

Col 1:9-12 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray 
for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to 
please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the 
attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously 12 giving thanks to the Father, who 

has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. Col 4:12 Epaphras, who is 
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one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring 
earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will 
of God. 

8. God’s Will is that we: 

 A.  Have a love relationship with Him and one another. 2 Cor 8:5 

B.  Serve our human authorities with sincerity of heart. Eph 6:5-6; 1 Pet 2:15 

C.  Be sanctified. 1 Thes 4:3 

D.  Give thanks in everything. 1 Thes 5:18 

E.  Persevere in doing His will and not shrink from it. Heb 10:35-39 

F. Endure undeserved suffering. 1 Pet 3:17; 4:19 

G. Do not love the cosmic system of thought or the things of the world.  

1 John 2:15-17 

H.  Keep the Two Greatest Commandments. Mark 12:29-30 

9.  Prayers are answered when His will is followed. 1 John 5:13-16 
These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that 
you may know that you have eternal life. 14 And this is the confidence which we have before 
Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He 
hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from 
Him.  

 

Principle: It is foolish to not desire to know and do God’s Will. 

 

Command #24: Where foolishness exists, stop it. 

 

Command #25:  Seek to understand and remember the Lord’s Will. 

 

Eph 5:18 = Third Characteristic–Filling of the Holy Spirit (26th and 27th command) 
 

And (in addition to understanding what the will of the Lord is, including) do not get drunk 

(M8 + Pres Pas Imp METHUSKW = 4x; to make or grow drunk; stop getting drunk; can 

mark the process or state of intoxication; used in Luke 12:45, John 2:10, and 1 Thes 5:7 

means to be under the influence of alcohol; 26th command) with wine (OINOS = 34x; an 

alcoholic beverage; used in John 2 for turning the water into wine; has to be alcoholic 

or there would be no warning label), for that (Lit: in which) is dissipation (ASWTIA = 3x; 

Titus 1:6; 1 Pet 4:4; excess, wasteful by means of riotous living; cf. 5:16 = redeeming 

the time; drunkenness does not redeem the time), but (ALLA) be filled (Pres Pas Imp 

PL8ROW = 87x; to keep being filled; 27th command) with (EN) the Spirit (PNEUMATI = Dat 

Singular; this construction normally means in/with or by; In Acts 2 the verb is PL8THW 

= 24x; only in the Gospels and Acts and is always followed by a Genitive when referring 

to the “filling of the Holy Spirit.”) 
 

5:18 L.T. = And stop getting drunk with wine, in which is excess, but keep being filled 

up by the Spirit. 
 

Summary: 

1. The third characteristic of the wise walk is directly related to the first two. 
 (Redeem the time, Understand the Lord’s Will) 

2. The wise walk must include the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
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3. The analogy Paul uses in reference to the Holy Spirit is to becoming inebriated or to 

being in a state of inebriation. Luke 12:45; 1 Thes 5:7; Titus 1:5-6; 1 Pet 4:3-5 
For this reason I left you in Crete, that you might set in order what remains, and appoint elders 
in every city as I directed you, 6 namely, if any man be above reproach, the husband of one 

wife, having children who believe, not accused of dissipation or rebellion. 1 Pet 4:3-5 For the 
time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having 
pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and 
abominable idolatries. 4 And in all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into 
the same excess of dissipation, and they malign you; 5 but they shall give account to Him who 
is ready to judge the living and the dead.  

4. Paul uses the word “filled” in the book of Ephesians in the sense of completely full 

(absolute) and also in the process of filling (relative). Eph 1:23; 3:19; 4:10 

which is His body, the fulness of Him who fills all in all. Eph 3:19 and to know the love of 

Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fulness of God. Eph 

4:10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, that He 
might fill all things.) 

5. In Philippians and Colossians he does the same thing. Php 1:11; 2:2; 4:18, 19; Col 

1:9, 25; 2:10; 4:12, 17 

6. This is the only place in scripture where the filling of the Holy Spirit is commanded. 

7. The grammatical form (Present tense) of this word requires repetition of the action. 

8. The command (Imperative Mood) requires volitional compliance. 

9. The passive voice indicates that the filling is received from outside so it must not be 

of works. cf. Gal 3:2-3 
This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the 
Law, or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now 
being perfected by the flesh?  

10. The only other New Testament references to filling of the Holy Spirit are found in 

Luke and Acts where the Holy Spirit initiated the action of Baptizing and Indwelling. 

11. So valid questions are “how do we fulfill this command” and “what specifically does 

it mean?” 

12. Based on the context of “walking in the light” (Eph 5:8-9), 1 John 1 must be 

considered.  To get from Eph 5:18 to 1 John 1:9 is “Light.”  

13. Sin in the life of the Believer is an indication of walking in darkness and a solution is 

needed for the Believer. Sins are to be confessed to God. 1 John 1:9 

14. Sin is an encumbrance to our Christian walk and confessing them is His will.   

Rom 12:1-2 

15. Confession has made us available in an absolute sense to be used by the Holy Spirit. 

16. It never pleases God to use confession as a license to sin because it is designed to 

serve. Gal 5:13  

17. While confession of sins is an important part of the Christian life, it is far from all of 

it. 

18. Confession of sin should come because we love God and realize that we have 

wronged Him.   
(Some have a very lackadaisical attitude about His +R/J the way this principle is used. Many 
fear His DD but use this as a magic formula to hold Him off. That attitude mocks God. How 
long can one be in “fellowship” when an overt sin has been confessed and the MA has not 
been dealt with?) 
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19. It should also come from the fact that sin in our life affects our relationship with one 

another.  1 John 1:7 

20. The Holy Spirit indwells us in an absolute manner, but the question is really how 

much have we submitted to Him and to what degree is fellowship?  

21. The more the Believer is willing to empty themselves of selfishness and pride, the 

more influence the Holy Spirit has, and the more His will can be understood.  Rom 

12:1-3 

22. The “fruit of the Spirit” emerges from the Holy Spirit within us working through a 

willing vessel. Gal 5:22-23 

23. Spirituality in the sense of the Holy Spirit manifesting fruit through us is therefore 

relative to the degree of surrender of our wills to His. John 7:17; 14:16-17; 16:13-15 

24. A clear example of this is the display of love (1 Cor 13), which is a “fruit of the Spirit” 

(Gal 5:22), but can increase and super-abound. (Php 1:9) 

25. Therefore, the “wise walk” is characterized by confession of sin and the personal 

emptying of self-will to be filled by the Spirit up to “all the fulness of God.” Eph 3:19 

 

Principle: Believers need to permit the Holy Spirit to have increasing influence over 

their lives. 

 

Command #26: Do not be intoxicated. 

 

Command #27: Let the Holy Spirit fill you with all the fulness of God. 

 

Eph 5:19 =  Fourth Characteristic–Worship   
 

speaking (Pres Act Ptc LALEW = the Participle ties this verb directly to the command to 

be Filled with the Holy Spirit; the Active is a decision to do so) to one another in psalms 

(PSALMOS = primarily denoted a striking or twitching with the fingers on musical 

strings; then it was a sacred song, sung to musical accompaniment) and hymns 

(HUMNOS = a song of praise addressed to God) and spiritual songs (HWD8 = a generic 

word for a song + PNEUMATIKOS = outgrowth of FHS) singing (Pres Act Ptc ADW = 

vocals) and making melody (Pres Act Ptc PSALLW = accompaniment with instruments) 

with your heart (KARDIA) to the Lord; 
 

5:19 L.T. = speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 

and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 
 

Summary: 

1. Context describes worship as an outgrowth of the Filling by the Holy Spirit. 

2. Jesus Himself sang. Matt 26:30 & Mark 14:26 

3. Singing is to be part of the church assembly. 1 Cor 14:26 

4. Worship is to be by the Spirit and in truth. 1 Cor 14:1; John 4:23-24 

5. Worship is to be an outgrowth of Christ’s Word richly dwelling within us with an 

attitude of thanksgiving. Col 3:16-17 
Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks through Him to God the Father.  
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6. Spiritual songs teach and admonish. 

7. Worship rejoices in the Lord. Rom 15:9-11; Jas 5:13 

8. In eternity a new song will be sung with a quality like never before. Rev 5:9 

9. The 144,000 will have a song all their own in the Tribulation. Rev 14:3 

10. The heavenly chorus will sing the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb.  

Rev 15:3-4 

11. Notice that the content of the songs are based on truth, which is the Holy Spirit’s 

function to reveal. John 16 

12. Also notice that nowhere in scripture are there any commands concerning the 

rhythm or musical score, so beware of legalisms. 

13. The spirit and truth in the content and not the method of delivery is what honors to 

the Lord. 
(He can look thru all the pomp and circumstance and see the heart. Doesn’t matter if it is from 
African tribesmen who love to dance or those with operatic voices) 

14. It is valid to let your emotions respond to spiritual songs. 
(Why? There is no prohibition and where there is no law there is no sin) 

 

Principle: Worship is a primary function of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Eph 5:20 =  Fifth Characteristic–Thanksgiving 
 

always (PANTOTE = an adverb that means what it says) giving thanks (Pres Act Ptc 

EUCHARISTEW = grace) for all things (good and “bad”) in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to God, even the Father; 
 

5:20 L.T. = always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

God, even the Father; 
 

Summary: 

1. The wise walk looks for God’s hand in every area of life and seeks to give thanks for 

it, realizing there is a time and place for everything. Eccl 3:1-8 
There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event under heaven —   

2 A time to give birth, and a time to die; 
A time to plant, and a time to uproot what is planted.  
3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; 
A time to tear down, and a time to build up.  
4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
A time to mourn, and a time to dance.  
5 A time to throw stones, and a time to gather stones; 
A time to embrace, and a time to shun embracing.  
6 A time to search, and a time to give up as lost; 
A time to keep, and a time to throw away.  
7 A time to tear apart, and a time to sew together; 
A time to be silent, and a time to speak.  
8 A time to love, and a time to hate; 
A time for war, and a time for peace.  

2. Consistently giving thanks for everything is God’s will for Christians. 1 Thes 5:12-22 
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But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, 
and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, 13 and that you esteem them 
very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another. 14 And we urge you, 
brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all 
men. 15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is 
good for one another and for all men. 16 Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in 
everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Do not quench the 
Spirit; 20 do not despise prophetic utterances. 21 But examine everything carefully; hold fast 
to that which is good; 22 abstain from every form of evil.  

3. The worldview through which we perceive the circumstances of life is critical to the 

wise walk. 

4. A wise person recognizes that their Lord and Heavenly Father is trying to teach them 

something. Rom 8:28 

5. A wise person trusts God that His plans for them are good, although hardship might 

be involved. Jer 29:11 

6. Thanksgiving is also an outgrowth of being filled by the Holy Spirit to all the fulness 

of God. 

7. Consistent praise for God requires spiritual help for it is impossible through one’s 

own power. 

8. Recognize the goodness of grace: 

 A. When celebrating the Lord’s Table. Matt 26:27 

 B.  For God’s provision of Living Grace. Matt 15:36 

 C.  For other Believers. Rom 1:8 et al 

 D.  For the ability to serve Him. Col 3:17 

 E.  For answered prayers. 1 Thes 1:2 

  

Principle: Thanksgiving is a function of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Eph 5:21 =  Sixth Characteristic–Mutual Submission 
 

and be subject (Pres Pas Ptc HUPOTASSW = 38x; a major topic of the Scripture; no KAI 

and not a command but another outgrowth of the Filling of the Holy Spirit; being 

subject) to one another (ALL8LWN = of the same kind) in the fear (PHOBOS = 

concentration) of Christ (Anointed One = Messiah). 
 

5:21 L.T. = being subject to one another in the fear of Christ. 
 

Summary: 

1. Submitting yourself to others to help fill their needs is an integral part of the 

Christian Life. Phil 2:1-4 (How can one be Christ-like and not fulfill this principle?) 
If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is 
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being 
of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do 
nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one 
another as more important than himself; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal 
interests, but also for the interests of others.  

2. Christ Himself lived the wisest walk and we are commanded to imitate Him. 1 Cor 

11:1 
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3. This verse introduces teachings on what is designed to be the closest human 

relationships in our lives. 

4. The issue is not “who is the boss,” but “who is the servant.” 

5. Submission to One Another is part of the Will of God. 
(Is this principle part of our understanding of authority?) 

6. If we don’t recognize this as God’s will, wisdom is lacking in that area. 

7. The wise walk is a walk of peace because it is focused on the Lord Himself who is 

our Peace. Eph 2:14 

8. Thus, the wise walk will be displayed in submission to others. 

 

Principle: In the Christian life service to others is more important than authority. 
 

The Wise Walk: 

1.   Redeeming the Time 

2.   Understanding the Lord’s Will 

3.   Filling of the Holy Spirit 

4.   Worship 

5.   Thanksgiving 

6.   Mutual Submission 

 

Ephesians 5:22-33 

Peace in Marriage 

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

C. The Walk of the Church–Peace (4:1–6:24) 

1. Peace in the Church (4:1-16) 

2. Peace of Soul (4:17-24) 

3. Peace with your Neighbor (4:25-32) 

4. Peace with God (5:1-2) 

5. Peace in your Lifestyle (5:3-14) 

6. Peace in Worship (5:15-21) 

7. Peace in Marriage (5:22-33) 

 

Eph 5:22 = To the Wives 
 

Wives (d.a. + GUN8 = women in general or wives; we know that wives are in view from 

the term “your own”; this is not a major paragraph but is actually applying verse 21 to 

the marriage relationship) be subject (notice italics; verb not here but supplied from v21; 

the italics should not be in the form of a command but translated as the participle in 

verse 21;  The wives being subject; this is grammatically carrying on the thought by the 

implied Pres Ptc. That should be an outgrowth of the Filling of the Holy Spirit) to your 

own (this pronoun is exclusive in that it refers only to your husband and not to men in 

general) husbands (AN8R = noblemen), as (HWS = in a similar manner to) to the Lord. 
 

5:22 L.T. = The wives, being subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 
 

Summary: 
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1. After exhorting all Believers to “submit to one another,” the wives are specifically 

addressed. 

2. Wives have been given the mission to be like the Church is to be to the Lord. 

3. The principle of submission to one another is for the Universal Church, so this 

concept is not exclusive for wives only. 5:21 

4. It is clear that God’s directive will is that a woman should not dominate or control 

her husband. Col 3:18; Gen 3:16  

Col 3:18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Gen 3:16 To the woman 
He said, "I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, In pain you shall bring forth children; Yet 
your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you."  

5. This statement is made to Ephesus because there was a strong “Women’s 

Liberation Movement” going on in Christianity. (First time in history that women sat with 
men in services.) 

6. This statement is included because submission is one of the most difficult things to 

do for anyone. 

7. When the spiritual principle is violated, the inevitable result is increased 

unhappiness and insecurity. (even in the workplace, this is true for men and women) 

8. When this principle is applied as an outgrowth of being filled by the Holy Spirit 

significant ministry will occur to her husband. 1 Pet 3:1-6 

9. A submissive wife will also minister in a significant way to her children. Prov 31 

10. This principle is not designed to be easy to apply.  
(In fact, apart from the Filling of the Holy Spirit it is impossible) (Can you submit and still have 
joy and kindness and goodness and gentleness et al?) 

 

Principle: The divine arrangement is for the wife to arrange herself to minister to her 

husband.  

 

Eph 5:23 =  Why?  God’s Plan 
 

For the husband is the head (KEPHAL8 = does not mean that he is necessarily smarter, 

but that he is responsible) of the wife, as (HWS) Christ also is the head of the church, He 

Himself being the Savior (SWT8R) of the body. 
 

5:23 L.T. = For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the 

church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 
 

Summary: 

1. God established this Divine Design with the order of creation. 1 Tim 2:12-14 
But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 13 
For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 14 And it was not Adam who was 
deceived, but the woman being quite deceived, fell into transgression.  

2. The marriage union is to be a witness to the world of the relationship between Christ 

and the Church. (the issue in this passage is just as much about our relationship with 
Christ as it is between a husband and wife.) 

3.  This relationship is: 

A.  A growth process. Eph 4:15 
but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even 
Christ,  
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B. Designed to be inseparable. 

C. Designed to be a bond of love, not a master and slave. 

4. There is always a tendency to rationalize failures to submit to others, but we are 

called to set an example. 

5. Believing wives must first remember that their first husband is the Lord Himself and 

that the Greatest Commandment requires they love Him first. 

6. The Second Greatest Commandment involves loving their husband. Mark 12:29-31 

7. The biggest test is when love is not returned. 
(This is so we can empathize with the Lord’s sufferings when His people are disobedient. He 
often called the Jews harlots. It is also a marker of growth as to whether or not we can learn to 
love unconditionally.) 

8. Submission within divinely established areas of authority displays our love for the 

Lord. 

 

Principle: God designed the marriage to first recognize the Headship of Christ through 

His design. 

 

Eph 5:24 =  Stronger Still 
 

But as the church (EKKL8SIA = universal) is subject (Pres Act Ind HUPOTASSW = to 

arrange in order under the authority of; 40x) to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their 
husbands in everything. 
 

5:24 L.T. = But as the Church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their 

husbands in everything. 
 

Summary: 

1. Even Jesus the Christ submitted to the authority of His parents while He was 

growing up. Luke 2:51 

2. A mind set on the flesh will not want to conform to this standard. Rom 8:6-9; 10:3 

Rom 8:6-9 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and 
peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself 
to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. Rom 10:3 For not knowing about God's righteousness, and seeking to establish 
their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God.  

3. All creation is under Christ’s authority. 1 Cor 15:27-28; Eph 1:22; Heb 2:8; 1 Pet 3:22 

4. The intent is so that it will be set free. Rom 8:19-21 
For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 
For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected 
it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God.  

5. Submission of a wife to her husband is clearly prescribed by God’s Word. Col 3:18; 

Titus 2:5; 1 Pet 3:1,5 

6. To submit to the Father’s desire in this regard is to take hold of life itself. Heb 12:9 

7. Often we try to complicate the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ, which is 

sponsored by the devil. 2 Cor 11:3 
But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led 
astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.  
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8. Beware of looking for exceptions to the phrase “in everything.” 

9. When application becomes difficult it is time to cast all your cares upon Him and 

present your body before God as a living sacrifice, asking for His Holy Spirit to go to 

work in you. 

10. The church is to arrange itself under Him by: 

 A.  Doing all things to His glory. 1 Cor 10:31 

 B. Doing that which is pleasing in His eyes. 2 Cor 5:9 

 C.  Applying the principles that He establishes.  Ephesians et al 
  (Compare with Eph 4-6) 

 

Principle: The Church is to model the principles of marriage by its relationship to Jesus 

the Messiah. 

 

Eph 5:25 = To Husbands (28th Command) 
 

Introduction: 

1. Are you willing to give all you are for all that He is and offers? 

2. You cannot change anyone but yourself. 

3. God’s design for us is to be changed by the power of the Holy Spirit into the image 

of Christ. 

4. In practicality it means to become others-centered. 

5. There is nothing worse than a slave with authority who is a slave to his Old Sin 

Nature. 

6. In Greco-Roman society, obligations of wives were recognized, but men had no 

obligations.  This is a radical concept even to Gentile recipients. 

7. Give thanks in all things?   

8.  Are we more concerned with our responsibilities or our spouses? 
 

Husbands (d.a. + AN8R = noblemen), love (Pres Act Imp AGAPAW = keep on; initiate, 

God’s command; 28th Command) your wives (not multiple cf. 5:31) just as (KATHWS = 

just as, sets the bar high) Christ also loved the church (Aor Act Ind AGAPAW + EKKL8SIA) 

and (KAI = namely, example of love) gave Himself up (Aor Act Ind PARADIDWMI = to 

place beside; i.e., left heaven to come to His future bride) for her (HUPER = on behalf of); 
 

5:25 L.T. = Husbands, love your wives just as Christ also loved the church, namely He 

gave Himself up on behalf of her; 
 

Summary: 

1. It is God’s ordained plan for a man to be a Christ-like leader in the home. 

2. Although there is total spiritual equality between a husband and wife, it is necessary 

to have a designated leader in the home. Cf Gal 3:28 

3. To love as Christ loved is a comprehensive subject that includes being filled by the 

Holy Spirit and mutual submission to one another. 5:18,22 

4. To love as Christ loved is the most difficult thing for many men to do because men 

are naturally selfish and insensitive. 

5. Men, this will produce the best possible results in your own life, because you are 

functioning within God’s will. Rom 12:1-2 

6. It will also produce the best possible results in your wife. 
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7. The test of character is to love your wife even when she does not submit as you 

desire. Cf Col 3:18-19 
Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, 
and do not be embittered against them.  

8. The real question is whether she is submitting to Christ’s satisfaction. 

9. The more you show your love for her, the easier it is for her to submit. 

10. A man should never order his wife to sin. 
(Are you seeking a doormat to walk on or a queen to sit next to you?) 

11. To what extent do we fulfill the qualities of 1 Cor 13:4-8 and Rom 12:9-21? 

12. Husbands are not to rejoice in the authority that has been given to them but that 

their names are written in heaven. Luke 10:17-20 

13. Giving yourself up involves: 

a. Unselfishness. 1 Pet 3:7 

b.  Humility. Eph 5:21 

c.  Sacrifice. Eph 5:25 cf. Phil 2:5-8 

14. These areas extend not only to our time and resources but also to providing for her 

spiritual and emotional needs. 

15. If a husband does not like what he sees in his wife, the first place he needs to look is 

in the mirror. Jas 1:22-26 
But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 23 
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural 
face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately 
forgotten what kind of person he was. 25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law 
of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this 
man shall be blessed in what he does.  

 

Principle: Men are to be a model of Christ’s love to their wife. 
 

Command #28: Men are to lead their family after the pattern of Jesus the Messiah. 
 

Eph 5:26 = Christ’s First Intention for Us 
 

that He might sanctify (HINA + Aor Act Subj HAGIADZW = 28x; causative; the purpose of 

giving Himself up for her; to make holy; set apart for service; make special and useable) 

her, having cleansed her (Aor Act Ptc KATHARIDZW = 31x; causative; precedes 

“sanctify”; already “washed”) by the washing of water (LOUTRON = a bath, a laver; 2x 

Titus 3:5 what Regeneration does to us; “water” has d.a. HUDOR = 76x; ) with the word 

(EN + Dat RH8MA = by the spoken/revealed word via speech or writing), 
 

5:26 L.T. = that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of the water 

by a (spoken) word, 

  

Summary: 

1.  The purpose of Christ’s sacrifice was to make a bride holy for Himself.  

2.  The water is the “water of life” that is not only good for bathing but drinking.  

     John 4:10-14 
Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 
'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water."  11 
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She said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well is deep; where then do You 
get that living water? 12 "You are not greater than our father Jacob, are You, who gave us the 
well, and drank of it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?" 13 Jesus answered and said to her, 
"Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again; 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I 
shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of 
water springing up to eternal life. " 

3.  The holiness of the bride required a redemption from sin. Titus 2:11-14 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny 
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 
13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Christ Jesus; 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed 

and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.  

4.  The first requirement of purification was a spiritual bath. 1 Pet 3:18-22 
For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us 
to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 19 in which also He 
went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 20 who once were disobedient, when 
the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water. 21 And 
corresponding to that, baptism now saves you —  not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an 
appeal to God for a good conscience —  through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who is at 
the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had 
been subjected to Him.  

5. The “bath” required was identification by faith with the sacrifice of the Groom, as 

portrayed by water baptism.  Rom 6:1-7 
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase? 2 May it never 
be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Or do you not know that all of us who have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we have 
been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have 
become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness 
of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin 
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is 
freed from sin. 

6.  Jesus taught this very doctrine the night before the cross.  John 13:1-11 
Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He should 
depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved 
them to the end. 2 And during supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things 
into His hands, and that He had come forth from God, and was going back to God, 4 rose from 
supper, and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself about. 5 Then He 
poured water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the 
towel with which He was girded. 6 And so He came to Simon Peter. He said to Him, "Lord, do 
You wash my feet?" 7 Jesus answered and said to him, "What I do you do not realize now, but 
you shall understand hereafter."  8 Peter said to Him, "Never shall You wash my feet!" Jesus 
answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me."  9 Simon Peter said to Him, 
"Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head." 10 Jesus said to him, "He who has 
bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of 
you."  11 For He knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason He said, "Not all of you 
are clean."  
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7.  The “bath” is given by the Holy Spirit. Titus 3:5-7 
He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according 

to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He 
poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that being justified by His grace 
we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  

8. The sanctification the Groom desires begins with faith in His person and work but 

also seeks compliance with His instructions to grow up. Jas 4:7-10 
Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and 

He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded. 9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into 
mourning, and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He 
will exalt you.  

9.  This next step of sanctification requires honesty concerning personal sins.  

1 John 1:6-10 
If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth; 7 but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship 

with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we 
have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He 

is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 
If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.  

10.  The “bath” qualifies us to function as priests to God. Heb 10:19-25 
Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 
20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a sincere 

heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean (already) from an evil 

conscience and our bodies washed (LOUW = to submerge as one does with clothes that 

are washed) with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another 
to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.  

11. Christ’s amazing love for us before we believed is what brought us to first accept the 

marriage proposal. 1 John 4:19 We love because He first loved us. 

12. Christ’s intentions toward us have never changed. Heb 13:8-9a 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever. 9 Do not be carried away by 
varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace 
 (Has our selfishness caused us to change our intentions toward our wife?) 

13. The more we realize His love toward us the easier it is to submit to Him. 

1 John 3:1-4 
See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of 
God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know 
Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. 
We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He 
is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.  

14. Sanctification increases the depth of our relationship with Him. John 17:17-21 
“Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth. 18 "As Thou didst send Me into the world, I also 
have sent them into the world. 19 "And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves 
also may be sanctified in truth. 20 "I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who 
believe in Me through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, 
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and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send 
Me.  

15. Sanctification should progress until the time of the ultimate sanctification at the 

Rapture. 1 Thes 5:23-24 
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 
body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Faithful 
is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.  

16. The man’s first responsibility is to pursue a deeper and closer relationship with the 

Lord and extend that to his wife. 

17. True spiritual leaders desire to lead their family into a deeper relationship with our 

Lord. 

 

Principle: One purpose of men’s lives is to make their wife special in every way. 

 

Eph 5:27 = Christ’s Second Intention for us. 
 

that he might present to Himself (HINA + Aor Act Subj PARIST8MI = stand beside) the 

church in all her glory (“all her” is not there; simply “glory, the Church”), having no spot 

(SPILOS = 2x; 2 Pet 2:13; as moral blemish caused by lascivious or riotous living) or 

wrinkle (PHUTIS = 1x; to draw together; Jesus is our wrinkle remover) or any such thing; 

but that she should be holy (HAGIOS) and blameless (AMWMOS = 9x; without spot, 

blemish). 
 

5:27 L.T. = That He might present to Himself glory, the Church, having no spot or 

wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. 
 

Summary: 

1. The Lord’s intention in setting us apart is so that He might have a beautiful and 

perfect bride. Eph 1:3-4; Col 1:21-23; Jude 1:24-25 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the 

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. Col 1:21-23 And 
although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 22 yet He 
has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him 
holy and blameless and beyond reproach —  23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly 
established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have 
heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a 

minister. Jude 24-25 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you 
stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and 
now and forever. Amen.  

2. It took the Holy Lamb, without blemish, to pay the price for sins so all the spots and 

wrinkles can be removed. Heb 9:13-15; 1 Pet 1:17-21 
For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been 
defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience 

from dead works to serve the living God? 1 Pet 1:17-21 And if you address as Father the One 
who impartially judges according to each man's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the 
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time of your stay upon earth; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things 
like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with 
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For He was 
foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the 
sake of you 21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave 
Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.  

3. The Lord removes our moral blemishes (spots), and wants us to stay clean to 

receive more blessing. Rev 3:1-6 
He who has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars, says this: 'I know your deeds, that 
you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 'Wake up, and strengthen the things 
that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of 
My God. 3 'Remember therefore what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. If 
therefore you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will 
come upon you. 4 'But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; 
and they will walk with Me in white; for they are worthy. 5 'He who overcomes shall thus be 
clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess 
his name before My Father, and before His angels. 6 'He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. ' 

4. He wants us ready to meet Him when He returns to get us.  John 14:1-4 
"Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 "In My Father's house are 
many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for 
you. 3 "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; 
that where I am, there you may be also.  

5. Husbands have the responsibility to love their wives in such a manner as to get 

them both ready for the Marriage to the Lamb. Rev 19:1-10 (read) 

6. A relationship with Him is required for this special holiness. 

7. Men are called to lead in such a manner that the Bride of Christ is adorned.  

Rev 21:1-2 
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, 
and there is no longer any sea. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.  

8.  We are called to live in our generation as one cleansed by His righteousness.  Php 

2:12-18 
So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God 
who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing; 15 that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, 
children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you appear as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of 
Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. 17 But even if I 
am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice 
and share my joy with you all. 18 And you too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share 
your joy with me.  

 

- How much grace does He display concerning our “spots” and “wrinkles?” 

 

Principle: Christ’s purpose is to get us prepared for the holy wedding. 

 

Eph 5:28 = Selfish or Selfless? 
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So husbands ought (Pres Act Ind OPHEILW = this is an obligation) also to love (Pres Act 

Inf AGAPAW) their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves (Pres Act Ptc AGAPAW) 

his own wife loves (Pres Act Ind AGAPAW) himself; 
 

5:28 L.T. = So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who 

loves his own wife loves himself; 
 

Summary: 

1. Men need to become as selfless as they are selfish. 

2. Many men pay more attention to other people than to their own wife. Cf Gen 2:24-25 
 (if a man is to leave his father and mother, then others clearly fit that application) 

3. But the wife should be given priority in the husband’s life. 

4. The husband’s normal lifestyle should be to show love for his wife. 

5. Since the two are one, the husband must love his wife to love himself correctly. 

6. The marriage relationship is a battleground where peace is won by a loving attitude 

in the soul. Cf Eph 6:12 (not against one another) 

 

Principle: Valid self-love but is based on how much love one shows to others.  Jas 2:8 

 

Eph 5:29  = Common Sense and Relationship 
 

for no one ever hated his own flesh (phrase indicating normality), but nourishes and 

cherishes it, (Pres Act Ind EKTREPHW = 2x; cf. 6:4; to feed out of babyhood; rear; bring 

up + Pres Act Ind THALPW = 2x; 1 Thes 2:7; to heat, soften by heat; to keep warm as of 

birds covering their young with feathers; as of a nurse for children), just as (KATHWS) 
Christ also does the church, 
 

5:29 L.T. = for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as 

Christ also does the church, 
 

Eph 5:30  = Relationship 
 

because we are (Pres Act Ind EIMI = a present truth) members of His body. 
 

5:30 L.T. =   because we are members of His body. 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul’s statement of a physical truth should be applied in a spiritual way. 

2. Our spots and wrinkles are still ours, even if we don’t like them. 

3. The intake of spiritual food should let us grow out of babyhood. 

4. Part of this growth is putting away the things of our childhood. 1 Cor 13:11 

5. Just as we cover our body to get warm, this warmth should be shared first of all with 

our wives. 

6. Marriage is not designed to be a cold relationship, where the activities of love are 

merely functions of personal “greatness.” Matt 24:12 
"And because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold.  

7. The prime example of love is our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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8. Because we are a part of His Bride, He provides for and warms us. 

9. These words are far from impersonal terms. 

10. Our Lord desires a reciprocal relationship with us. 

11. The Universal Church is Christ’s Body and thus we should nourish and cherish it as 

well, but it begins at home. 

 

Application: Do we seek to provide for our wife spiritual leadership and cherish her at 

the same time? 

 

Application: A wife is never to be regarded as a piece of property but as an extension of 

one’s own self. 

 

Principle: The Lord set the example of the Royal Law. 

 

Eph 5:31 =  Application of Gen 2:24-25. 

 

For this cause (ANTI = 22x; against but not necessarily in opposition but as a 

counterpart + TOUTOS = next to this, for this cause) a man (ANTHRWPOS) shall leave 

(Fut Act Ind KATALEIPW = i.e., establish a new household) his father and mother and shall 

cleave to his wife (Fut Pas Ind PROSKOLLAOMAI = Mat 19:5 & Mk 10:7 where this verse 

is also quoted and Acts 5:36 where used of the closeness of a cult; lit; to be glued to 

her face); and the two shall become (Fut Act Ind EIMI = shall be) one flesh. 
 

5:31 L.T. =  As a counterpart to this a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be 

glued to the face of his wife; and the two shall be one flesh. 
 

Summary: 

1. Three commands are given in this verse. 
(These are not imperatives which is the normal Greek way to state a command but are Future 
tenses like the Ten Commandments uses. This is just as strong as the “Thou Shalt Not’s!”) 

2. All three are the responsibility of the husband to accomplish. 

3. A husband and wife are to establish a new household. 

4. This does not mean that they are to dishonor their parents, but that he is to initiate 

and make this new relationship a priority in his life. 

5. To be “glued to the face of his wife” indicates: 

a. Fidelity. 

b. Sensitivity. 

c.  Relationship. 

6. They are to seek to become one. Eph 4:4-6 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all 
and in all. 

7. Sexual intercourse portrays this union but the main communion is to be spiritual. 

 

Principle: A man’s first priority is to be his wife. 
(Does Jesus put us first?) 

 

Eph 5:32 =  This is Important 
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This mystery is great (Pres Act Ind EIMI + MEGA = expresses magnitude rather than 

intensity; i.e., is important, has far-reaching implications); but I am speaking with 
reference to Christ and the church. 
 

5:32 L.T. = This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the 

church. 
 

Summary: 

1. The relationship now made clear between Christ and the Church was not clearly 

understood by generations prior to the First Advent. 

2. Man has always been called to seek this type of relationship. Deut 6:5 

3. The depth of our relationship with the Lord will lead to a greater depth of 

relationship with our wife. 

4. These should complement each other. 

5. The passage in Genesis (2:24-25) enunciates a more profound truth than was 

realized before Christ came to win His bride by giving Himself up for her. 

 

Principle: Marriage has a special purpose in the eyes of God, which is to portray the 

relationship between Messiah and His Bride. 

 

Eph 5:33 = Final Words to Both (29th Command) 
 

Nevertheless, let each individual among you also love (Pres Act Imp AGAPAW = volitional 

choice; not a feeling; remember when you first started dating and the choices you made 

to display your love and the feelings that were there? If a person stops making the right 

choices and the feelings will be lost) his own wife (reflexive = not someone else’s) as 

himself; and let the wife see to it that she respect her husband. (HINA + Pres Act Subj 

PHOBEW; lit: and the wife that she might respect her husband). 
 

5:33 L.T. = Nevertheless, let each individual among you also love his own wife as 

himself; and the wife that she might respect her husband. 
 

Summary: 

1. Let the wife make the husband glad to come home, and let him make her sorry to see 

him leave. (Martin Luther) 

2. One of the husband’s greatest “needs” is Significance, which is received in part by 

his wife showing respect for him. 

3. One of woman’s greatest “needs” is Security, which is received in part by the 

husband displaying love for her. 

4. The wife should love her husband by submitting to him. 

5. The husband should love his wife and thus earn her respect. 

6. True character is seen when one party lives God’s will while their spouse does not. 

7. Our Sin Nature tends to see only our own “good works” and rationalize our failures, 

while seeing the others’ failures and minimizing the good. 

8. Both husband and wife are to love and submit to one another. 

9. So both sexes have the responsibility to love and submit to the other. 

10. The opposite of love is hate and the opposite of submit is resist. 
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11. In our vending machine society we want to push the right buttons and get an instant, 

honest, and total response from our spouse. 

12. Yet, mature Christians choose God’s way as a lifestyle. 

13. There are, generally speaking, four different types of marriages 

a.  Love and Submit 

b.  Hate and Submit 

c.  Love and Resist 

d.   Hate and Resist 

 

*  Where do you rate yourself on a Love-Hate scale? 

*  Where would your spouse place you?  

*  Would you carve out time to discuss differences of opinion? 
 

There can’t be a meeting of the minds if the minds don’t meet. 

 

Criticism destroys as many marriages as anything else. Criticism takes the flaws and 

magnifies them. If you have criticisms share them first with God and then speak the 

truth in love.  

 

Principle: Both the husband and wife have clear-cut responsibilities before God. 

 

Command #29: To love and respect are God’s will. 

 

Recommended Reading:  

Men & Women; Enjoying the Differences. Dr. Larry Crabb, Jr 

Love & Respect: Dr. Emerson Eggerichs 

 

40 Commands: 2:11; 4:25,26(3),27,28(2),29,30,31,32; 

5:1,2,3,5,6,7,8,11(2),14(2),15,17(2),18(2),25,33; 6:1,2,4(2),5,9,10,11,13,14,17 
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Ephesians 6:1-4 

Peace in Family 
 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

C. The Walk of the Church–Peace (4:1–6:24) 

1. Peace in the Church (4:1-16) 

2. Peace of Soul (4:17-24) 

3. Peace with your Neighbor (4:25-32) 

4. Peace with God (5:1-2) 

5. Peace in your Lifestyle (5:3-14) 

6. Peace in Worship (5:15-21) 

7. Peace in Marriage (5:22-33) 

8. Peace in Family (6:1-4) 

 

His grace initiates to stimulate appreciation of it through our faith, hope and love which 

results in peace so that we may glorify Him and offer praise. 

 

Eph 6:1 = Obedience and Peace (30th Command) 
 

Children (TEKNA = looks at those who are not yet young men, women; VEANISKOS; but 

as we will see it appears that they are under the authority of the parents until they 

establish their own household), obey (Pres Act Imp HUPAKOUW = 30th Command; hear 

under; recognize the position and authority of, listen) your parents (both of them) in the 

Lord (textual problem, good evidence for being and not being in the text; no d.a. with 

KURIOS; Col 3:20 does not make this qualification, i.e., if they are believers.  The key 

fact is that they are your parents and the spirit of the command is more in view), for this 

is right (DIKAIOS = straight, righteous). 
 

6:1 L.T. = Children, obey your parents (in the Lord), for this is right. 

 

Principle: There does exist a right and wrong. 

 

Command #30: Children need to be taught that obedience to their parents is God’s will. 

 

Comment: The last days are marked by failure in this area. 2 Tim 3:2 

 

Col 3:20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.  
 

Eph 6:2 = The Fifth Commandment (31st Command) 
 

Honor (Pres Act Imp TIMAW = 31st Command; give weight to, show respect for) your 

father and mother (which is the first commandment (ENTOLS = to enjoin upon, charge with, 

most frequent term; emphasizes the authority that gives it) with a promise (EPAGGELIA = 

a law term denoting a summons; to proclaim upon, and undertaking to give or do 

something, used only of the promises of God with one exception; Acts 23:21)), 
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6:2 L.T. = Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a 

promise), 
 

Summary: 

1. In many cultures this has more far-reaching ramifications than it does in ours. 

2. Under the Mosaic Law, failure to obey parents could bring the death penalty.  

Deut 21:18-21 
"If any man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey his father or his mother, and 
when they chastise him, he will not even listen to them, 19 then his father and mother shall 
seize him, and bring him out to the elders of his city at the gateway of his home town. 20 And 
they shall say to the elders of his city, 'This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious, he will not 
obey us, he is a glutton and a drunkard.' 21 "Then all the men of his city shall stone him to 
death; so you shall remove the evil from your midst, and all Israel shall hear of it and fear.  

3. As well as striking or cursing them. Ex 21:15-19 
"And he who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death. 16 "And he who 
kidnaps a man, whether he sells him or he is found in his possession, shall surely be put to 
death. 17 And he who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death. 18 "And if 
men have a quarrel and one strikes the other with a stone or with his fist, and he does not die 
but remains in bed; 19 if he gets up and walks around outside on his staff, then he who struck 
him shall go unpunished; he shall only pay for his loss of time, and shall take care of him until 
he is completely healed.  

4. Teaching and training a child to obey as early as possible, even when it is 

inconvenient or may seem unfair to them is extremely important to their life. 

5. The parent’s responsibility is to train up a child according to their way, i.e. knowing 

them well enough to determine the best way to teach them. Prov 22:6 
Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it.  

6. The child’s responsibility is to obey. 

7. One of the best ways to teach children to obey is by a godly parental example of 

obedience to the laws of God and the land. Rom 13:1-7 

8.  The obedience appears to extend up to the time that another household is 

established. Gen 2:24-25 

9. The honor is never to lapse. Matt 15:1-9 
Then some Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem, saying, 2 "Why do Your 
disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they 
eat bread." 3 And He answered and said to them, "And why do you yourselves transgress the 
commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 "For God said, 'Honor your father and 
mother,' and, 'He who speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put to death.' 5 "But you say, 
'Whoever shall say to his father or mother," Anything of mine you might have been helped by 
has been given to God," 6 he is not to honor his father or his mother.' And thus you invalidated 
the word of God for the sake of your tradition. 7 "You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of 
you, saying, 8 'This people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far away from Me. 9 'But 
in vain do they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.' " 

10. It is part of that which denotes an honorable lifestyle. Matt 19:3-9 
And some Pharisees came to Him, testing Him, and saying, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce 
his wife for any cause at all?" 4 And He answered and said, "Have you not read, that He who 
created them from the beginning made them male and female,  5 and said, 'For this cause a 
man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become 
one flesh'?  6 "Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has 
joined together, let no man separate."  7 They said to Him, "Why then did Moses command to 
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give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?" 8 He said to them, "Because of your 
hardness of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has 
not been this way.  

11. Part of honoring your heavenly Father is honoring your earthly father and mother. 

John 5:21-23 
"For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to 
whom He wishes. 22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment 
to the Son, 23 in order that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He who 
does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. 

12. Christ honored His Father. John 8:48-51 
The Jews answered and said to Him, "Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and 
have a demon?" 49 Jesus answered, "I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and you 
dishonor Me. 50 "But I do not seek My glory; there is One who seeks and judges. 51 "Truly, 
truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death." 

13. Honoring your parents is service to Christ and will be honored. John 12:26 
"If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall My servant also be; if 
anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.  

14. Honoring our parents teaches us how to honor all men. 1 Pet 2:17 
Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.  

15. An integral part of honoring them is obedience up until your household is 

established. 

16. This is the condition that comes before the promise. 

 

Principle: Many times promises have conditions that must be met. 

 

Command #31: Treat parents with respect. 

 

Eph 6:3 =  The Promise 

 

that it may be well (Aor Mid Subj GINOMAI + EU = 5x; Matt 25:21,23; Mark 14:7; Acts 

15:29) with you, and that you may live long on the earth. 
 

6:3 L.T. = that it may become well with you, and that you may live long on the earth. 

 

Summary: 

1. Honoring one’s parents is an integral part of receiving the “Well (EU) done, good and 

faithful servant.” Matt 25:21,23 

2. Things being well with us means that good things are coming toward us. 

3. Believers have the opportunity to extend this “good” to the poor. Mark 14:3-9 
And while He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper, and reclining at the table, there 
came a woman with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure nard; and she broke the 
vial and poured it over His head. 4 But some were indignantly remarking to one another, "Why 
has this perfume been wasted? 5 "For this perfume might have been sold for over three 
hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor." And they were scolding her. 6 But Jesus 
said, "Let her alone; why do you bother her? She has done a good deed to Me. 7 "For the 
poor you always have with you, and whenever you wish, you can do them good; but you do 
not always have Me. 8 "She has done what she could; she has anointed My body beforehand 
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for the burial. 9 "And truly I say to you, wherever the gospel is preached in the whole world, 
that also which this woman has done shall be spoken of in memory of her."  

4. When we are faithful with what we have been given, we have “done well” and will be 

given more. Luke 19:16-17 
"And the first appeared, saying, 'Master, your mina has made ten minas more.' 17 "And he 
said to him, 'Well done, good slave, because you have been faithful in a very little thing, be in 
authority over ten cities.'  

5. The best way to teach your children to respect you setting the example by 

respecting your parents. 

6. This is not a magic formula for a long life that based simply on overt conformity to 

certain laws. 

7. Rather it is a lifestyle, based on the reality in the soul that will be honored. 

8. The closer our relationship with the heavenly Father, the closer our relationship can 

become with our earthly father. 

9. This is an example of Rom 14:19. 
So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.  

 

Principle: God will reward obedience, especially when it is an ongoing test. 

 

Eph 6:4 = Fatherly Instructions (Command 32 & 33) 
 

And fathers, do not provoke (M8 + Pres Mid Imp PARORGIDZW = 2x; to cause anger 

beside of you; noun 1x in 4:26; stop provoking) your children to anger (of the slow 

burning kind); but bring them up (Pres Act Imp EKTREPHW = 2x; cf. 5:29 to feed out of 

babyhood, nourish; as Christ does us and we are to do for our wives) in the discipline 

(PAIDEIA = to train children, 6x; verb 13x; major usage in Heb 12:5-11; trans. training) 

and instruction (NOUTHESIA = a putting in the mind; 3x; verb 8x; previous word 

emphasizes training by action; this word emphasizes verbal instruction; most 

frequently it is translated as admonition/ warning) of the Lord. 
 

6:4 L.T. = And fathers, stop provoking your children to anger; but nourish them in the 

training and instruction of the Lord. 
 

Summary: 

1. This verse is a summary of the role of parents in the raising of their children and is 

addressed to the fathers. 

2. The two commands complement each other and provide a balance point. 

3. The anger that is in view comes from a lack of attention and direction from daddy. 
(Selfishness will teach children to be selfish. Since focus on oneself is not a valid goal, the 
result will be anger, anxiety and guilt when the goal is not met.) 

4. There needs to be a quantity of time as well as quality. 
(This is far from a ‘wimpy” command, for it takes a gentleman to fulfill. cf. 5:25) 

5. This responsibility should not be delegated to others. 

6. Fathers are to nourish their children, which means to bring them out of babyhood, 

not just physically but spiritually. 
(We are to nourish them as Christ has nourished us and we are to nourish our wives. cf. 5:29) 

7. This is a submission to one another concerning our time. 

8. Training emphasizes teaching and actions taken regarding: 
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a. Instruction about the Bible. 2 Tim 3:16-17 

b. Attitude about discipline. Heb 12:5-12 

c. Physical punishment. Luke 23:16,22 

d. Discipline for sin. 1 Cor 11:32 

e. Experience. 1 Tim 1:20 

f. Correction. 2 Tim 2:25 

g. Instruction in morality. Titus 2:11-14 

h.  Things to avoid. 1 Cor 10:11-13; Proverbs 
Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, 
upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take 
heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God 
is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it. 

  9. Training is to be done from love and for the purpose of love. Rev 3:19 cf. 1 Tim 1:5 

10. Some specific instructions: 

 a. Grace can run out if a person continues in sin. Titus 3:10-11 

b. How to identify false teachers. Acts 20:31 

c. Have respect for others.  1 Thes 5:12-14 

d. Protocol. 1 Thes 5:14 

e.  Developing a work ethic. 2 Thes 3:10-15 

11. Let admonition come from a life of goodness and that is based on facts. Rom 15:14 
And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able also to admonish one another.  

12. Let the teaching come from divine wisdom with the objective of maturing your 

children. Col 1:28 

13. Let it come from Christ richly dwelling in the teacher. Col 3:16 

14. To be a teacher requires that we must first be teachable and able to receive 

instruction from the Lord. 

 

Principle: Men are to model Christ to their children. 

 

Command #32: Don’t be a cause of valid anger from your children. 

 

Command #33: Seek to nourish their souls and not just provide for their body. 

 

Ephesians 6:5-9 

Peace in Vocation 
  

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

C. The Walk of the Church–Peace (4:1–6:24) 

1. Peace in the Church (4:1-16) 

2. Peace of Soul (4:17-24) 

3. Peace with your Neighbor (4:25-32) 

4. Peace with God (5:1-2) 

5. Peace in your Lifestyle (5:3-14) 

6. Peace in Worship (5:15-21) 
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7. Peace in Marriage (5:22-33) 

8. Peace in Family (6:1-4) 

9. Peace in Vocation (6:5-9) 

 

Eph 6:5 = As an Employee (Command # 34) 
 

Slaves (DOULOS = emphasis on the one served; carries on the major paragraph that 

began in 5:15 where Paul addressed the wise walk and picked up with the Filling by the 

Holy Spirit. He began to give examples of the wise walk that comes from the Filling of 

the Holy Spirit addressing wives, husbands, children, fathers and employees; all deal 

with relationships and all deal with the injunction of Rom 14:19) be obedient (Pres Act 

Imp HUPAKOUW = same command given to children in 6:1; 34th Command; to hear 

under; obey) to those who are your masters (KURIOS = in authority and due respect) 

according to the flesh, with fear (PHOBOS = focus/concentration) and trembling (TROMOS 

= 5x; intense desire not to make a mistake), in the sincerity (HAPLOT8S = 8x; singleness; 

not double-minded; this word ) of your heart (KARDIA), as to Christ; 
 

6:5 L.T. = Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the 

flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul gives instructions to those under someone’s authority. 
(the first test is to obey Paul who received this directly from the Holy Spirit( 

2. The authority others might possess has a sphere in which they may issue 

instructions. 

3. Obedience requires a focus on hearing and doing the instructions. 

4. Obedience also seeks to complete the instructions as given. 

. Obedience to those in the human realm should come from a real desire to serve as 

though working for Christ Himself. Col 3:20-25 
Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 21 
Fathers, do not exasperate your children, that they may not lose heart. 22 Slaves, in all things 
obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely 

please men, but with sincerity (singleness) of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, 
do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; 24 knowing that from the Lord you 
will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 25 For he who 
does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without 
partiality.  

6. This singleness of mind and sincerity of heart is really very simple to understand 

although it may be difficult to achieve. 

7. Singleness of mind extends to: 

a. Generosity. Rom 12:6-8; 2 Col 8:1-6; 9:10-15 

Rom 12:6-8 And since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each 
exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 7 if service, in 
his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; 8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who 

gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 2 

Cor 8:1-6 Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been 
given in the churches of Macedonia, 2 that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy 
and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. 3 For I testify that according 
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to their ability, and beyond their ability they gave of their own accord, 4 begging us with much 
entreaty for the favor of participation in the support of the saints, 5 and this, not as we had 

expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God. 2 Cor 9:10-

15 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 11 you will be enriched in 
everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God. 12 For the 
ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also 
overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. 13 Because of the proof given by this ministry 
they will glorify God for your obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for the 
liberality of your contribution to them and to all, 14 while they also, by prayer on your behalf, 
yearn for you because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to God for His 
indescribable gift!  

b. God’s grace. 2 Cor 1:12 
For our proud confidence is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in holiness and godly 

sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we have conducted ourselves in the 
world, and especially toward you.  

c. Devotion to Christ. 2 Cor 11:3-5 
But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led 

astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 4 For if one comes and preaches 
another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have 
not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.  

d. Respect for the Lord. Col 3:22 

 

Principle: Submission to authority is important to God. 
(of course it starts with Him) 

 

Command #34: Follow the instructions carefully of those who have authority over you. 

 

Eph 6:6 =  Remove Hypocrisy: Singleness of Heart 
 

not by way of eyeservice (OPTHALMODOULIA = 2x; Col 3:22; to serve with the eyes), as 

men-pleasers (ANTHRWPARESKOS = 2x; Col 3:22), but as slaves (DOULOS) of Christ, 

doing (Pres Act Ptc POIEW) the will (THEL8MA) of (the) God from the heart. 
 

6:6 L.T. = Not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondslaves of Christ, doing 

the will of the God from the heart. 
 

Summary: 

1. Doing your job as unto the Lord excludes self-serving politics and manipulative 

agendas. 

2. God’s requirements for promotion have always involved humility. 1 Pet 5:6 

3. Humility must be real to fully appreciate promotion from God. 

 

Principle: Job tests are designed to teach us true humility before God. 

 
(Can you handle someone who is promoted over you via office politics or has maybe done a 
lesser quality of work and still rejoice? ) 
(Can you handle unfairness from your boss and still rejoice?) 
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Eph 6:7 =  The Real Boss 
 

With good will (EUNOIA = a good mind) render service (Pres Act Ptc DOULEUW = to serve 

as a bondservant; connect to the command of obedience in 6:5), as to the Lord and not to 
men, 
 

6:7 L.T. = With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 
 

Eph 6:8 =  Who Signs the Eternal Checks? 
 

knowing (Perf Act Ptc OIDA) that whatever good thing each one does (Aor Act Subj POIEW 

+ AGATHOS), this he will receive (Fut Mid Ind KOMIDZW = 11x; to receive what is due) 

back from the Lord, whether slave (DOULOS) or free (ELEUTHEROS). 
 

6:8 L.T. = knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back 

from the Lord, whether bondslave or free. 
 

Summary: 

1. God’s economy recognizes all debts and provides for payment. Rom 13:8-10 

2. Paul is applying the fulfillment of the Greatest Commandment to show its 

connection to the Second Greatest Commandment in our work situations. 

3. If undeserved suffering comes your way for obeying the Lord, He will see to it that 

you are compensated. 

4. This is a characteristic of His fairness. Heb 6:10 

5. Doing our job as unto the Lord involves realizing the debt that we owe to Him.       

Matt 25:27 
'Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival I would have received 
my money back with interest.  

6. It involves seeking to offer to Him our best. Luke 7:36-37 
Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him. And He entered the 
Pharisee's house, and reclined at the table. 37 And behold, there was a woman in the city who 
was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, 
she brought an alabaster vial of perfume,  

7. The “day of reckoning” will come for all of us. 2 Cor 5:10; Col 3:23-25 
Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; 24 knowing that 
from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you 
serve. 25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has 
done, and that without partiality.  

8. As we endure and do the will of God, we are guaranteed the promises. Heb 10:32-39 
But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of 
sufferings, 33 partly, by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, 
and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated. 34 For you showed sympathy 
to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for 
yourselves a better possession and an abiding one. 35 Therefore, do not throw away your 
confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you 
have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.  37 For yet in a very little 
while, He who is coming will come, and will not delay. 38 But My righteous one shall live by 
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faith; And if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him. 39 But we are not of those who 
shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.  

9. The “good things” done for God must be guided by faith in God. 1 Peter 1:3-10 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now 
for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 that the proof of 
your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may 
be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8 and though 
you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in 
Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtaining as the outcome of 
your faith the salvation of your souls.  

10.  If you prove to be an example to those you have influence over, you will receive the 

crown of glory. 1 Peter 5:1-4 
Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God 
among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of 
God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to 
your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.  

 

Principle: God eternally blesses those who serve Him in spirit and truth. 

 

Eph 6:9 =  For Bosses (Command #35) 
 

And masters (KURIOS), do (Pres Act Imp POIEW = keep doing; Command #35) the same 

things to them and give up threatening (Pres Act Ptc ANI8MI = 4x; send back, back off; 

Acts 16:26; 27:40; Heb 13:5 + APEIL8 = 3x; Acts 4:29; 9:1 to threaten ), knowing (Perf Act 

Ptc OIDA) that both their Master (KURIOS) and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality 

(PROSWPOL8MPSIA = 4x; respector of persons/faces; Rom 2:11; Col 3:25; Jas 2:1) with 
Him. 
 

6:9 L.T. = And masters, keep on doing the same things to the, and back off threatening, 

knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with 

Him. 
 

Summary: 

1. Masters are to seek to serve those under their authority by doing good for them 

without partiality. Rom 2:9-11 
There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and 
also of the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God.  

2.  Masters are to serve those under their authority as the Supreme Master does to 

them. Heb 13:5 
Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He 

Himself has said, "I will never desert (ANI8MI) you, nor will I ever forsake you,"  
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3. Leading by intimidation is not Godly leadership. 

4. Leaders are to earn respect and they do so by showing respect. 

5. When those under your authority are not doing their job as unto the Lord and are 

still receiving the earthly benefits, the Lord knows and will reward you, if you are 

fulfilling His will toward them. Col 3:23-25 
Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; 24 knowing that 
from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you 
serve. 25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has 
done, and that without partiality.  

6. The real issue in any relationship is to fulfill our responsibility to that relationship, 

even if the other party does not. 

7. This clearly applies to our marriage, family and vocational relationships. Jas 2:1 
My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of 
personal favoritism. 

8. Obedience to our Lord grows our relationship with Him, which is the best thing we 

can do for other relationships. John 14:15, 22-24 

"If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. John 14:22-24 Judas (not Iscariot) said to 
Him, "Lord, what then has happened that You are going to disclose Yourself to us, and not to 
the world?" 23 Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; 
and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him. 24 "He 
who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but 
the Father's who sent Me.  

 

Principle: We are to honor all.  1 Pet 2:17 
Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.  

 

Command #35: Treat anyone under your authority with respect, because they are also 

made in the image of God. 

 

Ephesians 6:10-20 

Peace through Strength 

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

C. The Walk of the Church–Peace (4:1–6:24) 

1. Peace in the Church (4:1-16) 

2. Peace of Soul (4:17-24) 

3. Peace with your Neighbor (4:25-32) 

4. Peace with God (5:1-2) 

5. Peace in your Lifestyle (5:3-14) 

6. Peace in Worship (5:15-21) 

7. Peace in Marriage (5:22-33) 

8. Peace in Family (6:1-4) 

9. Peace in Vocation (6:5-9) 

10. Peace through Strength (6:10-20) 

 

Eph 6:10 =  Conclusion (Command #36) 
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Finally (TOU LOUPOU = of the rest), be strong (Pres Mid Imp ENDUNAMOW  = 8x; power 

inside; make a decision to have His power in you; Command #36) in the Lord (the only 

place from which true strength can come), and in the strength (KRATOS = 12x; physical 

with emphasis on being able to handle physical needs) of His might (ISCHUS = ability). 
 

6:10 L.T. = Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might. 
 

Summary: 

1. The command that introduces this paragraph draws a conclusion from what has 

preceded it. 

2. This strength from the Lord is to be employed in all the relationships just described. 

3. Through His power is the ability to submit, love, obey, honor and train. 

4. Our part in the conflict begins with our attitude. 

5. Our attitude has to recognize His provision and sustenance. 

6. It must also recognize that any abilities we possess are actually from Him. 

7. This strength does not isolate the believer but involves the believer in relational 

activity. 

8. This strength is acquired and grown through appreciation of His grace. 2 Tim 2:1 

9. Then all things can be done. Php 2:13 

 

Principle: Any assets under our stewardship are from Him. 

 

Command #36: Decide to let His power work in and through you. 

 

Eph 6:11 = Action to Take (Command #37) 
 

Put on (Aor Mid Imp ENDUW = 37th Command; Aorist looks at action, says to put it on 

and keep it on; Mid indicates that a decision is required; Imp looks at the urgency) the 

full armor (PANOPLIA = 3x; Luke 11:22; Eph 6:13) of God, that you may be able (Pres Pas 

Inf DUNAMAI = have inherent ability) to stand firm (Aor Act Inf HIST8MI) against (PROS) 

the schemes (METHODEIA = 2X; cf. 4:14) of the devil (DIABOLOS). 
 

6:11 L.T. = Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the 

schemes of the devil. 
 

Summary: 

1. In conjunction with the required attitude is the action that needs to be taken. 

2. This action has its roots in a recognition of reality, that there is a spiritual war. 

3. Believers are called to take a stand against the real enemy–Satan. 

4. In our own strength, mankind cannot stand against his schemes. 

5. Satan’s title, the Devil, means accuser and slanderer. 

6. Specifically, the schemes in view here look at accusations he makes against 

believers. 

7. Satan’s attitude permeates society, so unless a stand is taken against he and his 

forces, casualties will result. (most people do not even know they are) 

8. Satan is a master of spreading accusations designed to divide relationships. 
 (Christ came to build them, we are to build them.) 
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9. Satan is a master at getting us to look for the worst and then hanging on to it.            

1 Thes 5:21 

10. He does not like unity in the Body of Christ and will seek to do anything to divide it. 

Matt 12:26 

11. Satan uses mankind to spread his trickery and deceit. Eph 4:14 

12. Advancing believers can unknowingly spread Satan’s views when they get their 

mind on human interests. Matt 16:23 

13. The adequacy and sufficiency of God’s power is easily realized because it raised 

Jesus from the dead and made us alive. cf. 1:19; 2:1 

 

Principle: All mankind needs help in this conflict. 

 

Command #37: Don’t try to fight spiritual battles while spiritually naked. 

 

Eph 6:12  = The Real Enemy 
 

For our struggle (PAL8 = 1x; wrestling; a direct ongoing conflict where there is direct 

contact and strength against strength; attitude against attitude; movement against 

movement; offense against defense et al) is not against (PROS) flesh and blood (word 

order reversed; inner and outer composition of humanity, used also in anticipation of 

Gnosticism that viewed all flesh as evil) but against the rulers (ARCH8 = 55x; rulers, high      

cosmic authorities; KJV calls them “principalities”), against the powers (EXOUSIA–

authorities), against the world forces (KOSMOKRATOR = 1x; world power, one who 

aspires to world control; this word was attached to savior gods in the ethnic religions 

and identified with the sun; it often presents itself as based on light or enlightenment) 

of this darkness (SKOTOS), against the spiritual forces of wickedness (PNEUMATIKOS + 

PON8ROS = became evil) in the heavenly places. 
 

6:12 L.T. = For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual 

forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
 

Summary: 

1. We must never forget who the real enemies are. 

A. Satan has a hierarchy of demons who follow him. 

B. He has a “Pentagon” staff that plans to carry out his schemes. 

C. He has “field generals” who put it into operation.  

D. He has demons involved in influencing the governments of nations. 

E. Then he has plenty of normal demons that seek to carry out his plan. 

2. This is our second real front in the conflict, the first is inside. Gal 5:16-17 
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh 
sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to 
one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.  

3. Our ‘wrestling’ opponents have a plan, structure, many numbers and a desire to 

control the world and to destroy us. 

4. A lack of interest in having impact in the Angelic Conflict indicates one is already a 

casualty. 

5. Comfort Zones will be constantly shaken. 
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6. Some of our friends may become victims of the enemy.  Acts 20:28; 2 Cor 10:1-7 

7. Part of our ministry is to help them, being careful also for ourselves. Gal 6:1-4 

 

Principle: The greatest enemies in life cannot be seen, but are nevertheless real. 

 

Eph 6:13 = Participate! (Command #38) 
 

Therefore (Lit: because of this; i.e., the enemy, who we are battling), take up (Aor Act Imp 

ANALAMANW = 13x; 38th Command; Aor looks at point of time and urgency; Act means 

that you have to decide to; Imp is a command; means to take up or receive; used of the 

Lord taken up into glory in 1 Tim 3:16; indicates to readily receive because you have 

been readily received) the full armor (PANOPLIA = 3x; 6:11 and Luke 11:22 when 

overcome by one stronger the armor is taken) of God, that you may be able (HINA + Aor 

Pas Subj DUNAMAI = may be empowered; not the potential) to resist (Aor Act Inf 

ANTIST8MI = stand against) in the evil day (PON8ROS = day of attack; cf. 5:16), and 

having done everything (Aor Mid Ptc KATERGADZOMAI = worked according to a standard 

+ PAS = everything; concerning the full armor) to stand firm (Aor Act Inf HIST8MI = Aor = 

face the battle; Act = decide which way to face; Inf = of result). 
 

6:13 L.T. = Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be empowered to 

resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 
 

Summary: 

1. To participate with impact in this conflict we must use what God has provided. 

2. His divine provision is viewed as armor and is provided so that we don’t become a 

casualty in the conflict. (He could protect us from everything but He has chosen not to. 
There is a divine plan behind this.) 

3. God’s armor includes both offensive and defensive weaponry. 
 (defense alone eventually wears one out. Offense is an encourager to continue the battle. 

Cf sevenfold prayer of Eph 1. In verse 18 we will see the importance of prayer in this battle) 

4. Donning the armor brings the power to reject the enticements of the enemy. 

5.  Donning the armor displays wisdom in our daily battle with evil. Eph 5:15-18 
Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 16 making the most of 
your time, because the days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the 
will of the Lord is.  

6.  Being a good soldier requires training and self-discipline. 2 Tim 2:3-5 
Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier in active service 
entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted 
him as a soldier. 5 And also if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not win the prize 
unless he competes according to the rules.  

7. In context, there is a daily attack on our relationships. (review preceding paragraphs) 

8. God’s power gives the ability to not just endure but to do battle with Satan’s forces. 

1 Pet 5:8-9 
Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same 
experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.  

9. Satan will flee from resistance. Jas 4:6-10 (He has easier marks to pursue) 



 140 

But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace 
to the humble." 7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw 
near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned 
into mourning, and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and 
He will exalt you.  

 

Principle: Spiritual survival requires conscious active involvement in the conflict. 
(a person may waft through life, seemingly without a care in the world, but one day they will 
face a battle in which they need divine help) 

 

Command #38: Consistently employ the spiritual resources God has provided. 

 

Eph 6:14 =  The Battle Command and the Means (Command #39) 
 

Stand firm (Aor Act Imp HIST8MI = 39th Command; ST8TE; Aorist means make it your 

life; not by means of magic formulas but with a determination to use God’s power in 

your life) therefore (OUN = with His strength 6:10; with His armor 6:11; with His desire 

for you 6:11; with the real enemy identified 6:12; with preparation and training 6:13; 

stand firm as a result of having put on the armor), having girded your loins (Aor Mid Ptc 

PERIZWNNUMI = 6x; to belt about + OSPHOS = loins; the seat of regenerative 

power/strength) with truth (AL8THEIA = no definite article; the whole concept of truth; 

quote from Isa 11:5), and having put on the breastplate (THORAX = 5x; 1 Thes 5:8; Rev 

9:9,9,17) of (THE) righteousness (DIKAIOSUN8), 
 

6:14 L.T. =   Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on 

the breastplate of the righteousness, 
 

Summary: 

1. STETE, meaning to “stand firm,” was the battle cry of the Triarii, Rome’s veteran 

soldiers. 

A. Their objective was to take and advance a small plot of ground or die trying. 

B.  Their first responsibility was to their ruler and then to their brothers-in-arms.  
(just as we have a responsibility to our King and other men.) 

C. This battle cry was a call to unity.  
(Soldiers are interdependent on one another. They are not an “army of one.”) (This is 
usually pictured as one soldier by himself, but it was one in the middle of an army) 

2. Paul has talked about standing firm in the midst of battle and now he will talk about 

preparation for it. 

3. He presents the items in the order in which they would be put on teaching us about 

priorities in life so that we may stand against the schemes of the devil. 

4. All are important to “standing firm.” 

5. The first part of the armor mentioned is the “undergarments” that are to be secured 

by truth.  (the underlying issues; the basics of life itself) 

 A. It is part of being ready when the Master calls. Luke 12:35-40 

"Be dressed in readiness (gird about your loins), and keep your lamps alight. 36 "And be 
like men who are waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they 
may immediately open the door to him when he comes and knocks. 37 "Blessed are those 
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slaves whom the master shall find on the alert when he comes; truly I say to you, that he will 

gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on them. 
38 "Whether he comes in the second watch, or even in the third, and finds them so, blessed 
are those slaves. 39 "And be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what hour 
the thief was coming, he would not have allowed his house to be broken into. 40 "You too, be 
ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect."  

B. It is part of accepting your spiritual assignment. Luke 17:7-10 
"But which of you, having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he has come 
in from the field, 'Come immediately and sit down to eat'? 8 "But will he not say to him, 

'Prepare something for me to eat, and properly clothe yourself (gird yourself about) and 
serve me until I have eaten and drunk; and afterward you will eat and drink'? 9 "He does not 
thank the slave because he did the things which were commanded, does he? 10 "So you too, 
when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, 'We are unworthy slaves; we have 
done only that which we ought to have done.'"  

C. The Lord Himself is girded with a golden girdle. Rev 1:12-14 
And I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed in a 

robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His breast with a golden girdle.  

6. The belt was the foundation of the armor, as truth must be our foundation. 

7. The truth has a direct connection to righteousness and faithfulness as exemplified 

by Messiah. Isa 11:1-5 
Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 2 
And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit 
of counsel and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 And He will delight 
in the fear of the Lord, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by 
what His ears hear; 4 But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness 
for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the 
breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 5 Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, 
And faithfulness the belt about His waist.  

8. This truth also includes the gospel and loving communication to others that comes 

from our relationship with our Lord. Eph 1:13-14; 4:14-16; 4:21-26 

In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation —  
having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given 
as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the 

praise of His glory. Eph 4:14-16 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and 
there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by 

craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all 
aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted 
and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each 

individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. Eph 4:21-26 

If indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, 22 that, 
in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted 
in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 
24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness 

and holiness of the truth. 25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, each one of you, 
with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.  

9. Truth and righteousness are part of the fruit of the Light. Eph 5:6-12  
(Received by grace because paid for by another) 
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Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes 
upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them; 8 for you were 
formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of 
the light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), 10 trying to learn what is 
pleasing to the Lord. 11 And do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead 
even expose them; 12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them 
in secret. 

10. Since the battle never stops, our daily focus must be on not just hearing but doing 

the truth. John 7:17; Jas 1:22-26 
But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 23 
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural 
face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately 
forgotten what kind of person he was. 25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law 
of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this 
man shall be blessed in what he does.  

11. This “girding” is an essential part of preparing for the revelation of Jesus Christ.  

1 Pet 1:13 
Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the 
grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ 

12. The Roman breastplate was usually bronze and covered from the neck to the thighs. 
(It covered the vital organs which portray motivation {heart}, emotions {bowels}. Bronze 
pictures judgment and is pointing to the judicial imputation of righteousness because someone 
bestowed it, rather than it being earned) 

13. The Lord Himself puts armor on for the final defeat of His enemies. Isa 59:15-17 
(Read Isa 59) 

14. The breastplate stands for uprightness and integrity of character, which comes 

through living the imputation of Christ’s righteousness. Rom 3-4 

15. It also denotes the eternal protection promised by Him. 

16. It is a protection based on faith and displayed in love. 1 Thes 5:4-11 
But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you like a thief; 5 for you 
are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; 6 so then let us not 
sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober. 7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at 
night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we are of the day, let us be 
sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. 
9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with 
Him. 11 Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another, just as you also are 
doing. 

17. The breastplate should do away with fear of entering the conflict. 

 

Principle: The Lord tells us how to prepare for the battle against the unseen enemy. 
(There are no “conscientious objectors.” Those are automatic casualties. You can’t sit this one 
out. Wisdom prepares and becomes involved.) 

 

Command #39: Prepare for the battle. 

 

Eph 6:15 = The Soldier’s Objective 
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and having shod your feet with the preparation (ETOIMASIA = 1x; verb 40x; adj 17x; 

denotes a real preparation as compared to other Greek words which denote simply 

picking up an article for use; Josephus describes the Caligae as shoes thickly studded 

with sharp nails to insure a good grip, probably the first “cleats”; sandals played a large 

part in the success of Alexander and Julius Caesar because their armies could move 

quickly over rough terrain) of the gospel (EUAGGELION) of (the) peace (EIR8N8); 
 

6:15 L.T. = and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of the peace; 
 

Summary: 

1. A soldier needs to know the objective of the battle. 

2. The Roman army was ready expand the empire. 

3. They were ready for either defensive or offensive action. 

4. The church and its “soldiers” are assigned to do the same. 

5. The reality of the gospel in your own life lets you dig in when necessary in order to 

stand firm. (up to the plate in the batter’s box) 

6. The Gospel of Peace is secures your footing, knowing you are at peace with the 

King. 

7. The Gospel of Peace is also a reason to march and do battle against the enemy to 

spread God’s Kingdom. (Peace is attained through military victory, because the soul of 
man is deceptively wicked above all imagination) 

8. We are at war with Satan and his forces, seeking to release the prisoners into 

Christ’s Kingdom. 

9. We are His Ambassadors. 2 Cor 5:20 

10. God’s armor is reason to have the courage to participate in carrying out the Great 

Commission. 

 

Principle: The soldier’s objective is to spread true peace. 

 

Eph 6:16 =  The Shield 
 

in addition to all (just mentioned: belt/breastplate/sandals), taking up (Aor Act Ptc  

ANALAMBANW = 13x; as used in 6:13) the shield (THUREOS = 1x; well known; 2 ft wide; 

4 ft. long; often a plank overlaid with bull hide and framed with iron.  Sometimes they 

sharpened the edges and they too were a weapon.  Soldiers trained with this for hours 

learning how to deflect arrows.  Flaming arrows were the most feared. You are a target!) 

of (the) faith (PISTIS = primarily the object) with which you will be able (Fut Pas Ind 

DUNAMAI = will be empowered; promise with the condition of taking it up) to extinguish 

all the flaming missiles (Perf Pas Ptc PUROW + BELOS = 1x; form word BALLW = to 

throw; anything thrown; dart, arrow, javelin et al; key is “all” no matter the size) of the 

evil one (PON8ROS = became evil). 
 

6:16 L.T. = in addition to all, taking up the shield of the faith with which you will be 

empowered to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one. 
 

Summary: 

1. It is possible to dress like a soldier and still not be involved in the battle. 

2. The major protection in the battle is to have faith in God in all things. 
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3. Even when Satan’s missiles get past the shield, they still have to deal with the 

breastplate. 

4. We may get injured, but we will not lose our ultimate deliverance. 

5. Even when our faith may falter, He is faithful.  2 Tim 2:13 

6. Satan’s designs his missiles to bring about a slow excruciating death. 

7. He wants many other people to have to care for you so they can’t directly engage in 

the battle. 

8. When your faith connects to God’s power there is really no contest. 

9. Satan’s missiles involve the use of Fame, Fortune, Power and Pleasure that try to 

break apart the relationships that God has designed for us. 

10. Trust God and these missiles will be extinguished. 

 

Principle: Faith in God can defeat the unseen enemy. 

 

Eph 6:17 = The Helmet and Sword (40th Command) 

 

And take (Aor Mid Imp DECHOMAI = 40th Command; command extends to both of these 

items; gladly and consciously receive) the helmet (PERIKAPHALION = 2x; 1 Thes 5:8; 

breastplate of faith and love and the hope of salvation as a helmet) of (the) salvation 

(SWTERIA = 5x; used to describe the message of Jesus in Luke 2:30; 3:6; Acts 28:28; 

Tit 2:11), and the sword (MACHAIRA = 29x; what Peter drew in the Garden; made all 4 

gospels; what killed John’s brother James) of the Spirit, which is the word (RH8MA = cf. 

5:26; spoken in the sense of communicated; revealed, not part of hidden wisdom, but 

that which is revealed from above) of God. 
 

6:17 L.T. = And take the helmet of the salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 

word of God. 
 

Summary: 

1. The main battlefield is in the soul where decisions are made. 

2. The Lord Himself showed us the way. Isa 59:17 
And He put on righteousness like a breastplate, And a helmet of salvation on His head; And 
He put on garments of vengeance for clothing, And wrapped Himself with zeal as a mantle.  

3. We should have a winning attitude because the greatest victory has already been 

secured. 

4. Courage is drawn from the knowledge of Eternal Life. Cf Rev 21:8 

5. The MACHAIRA revolutionized warfare in the ancient world. 

6. The salvation is found in Jesus the Messiah. Titus 2:11-15 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny 
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 
13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Christ Jesus; 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed 
and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 15 These 
things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard you.  

7. Notice that this sword belongs to the Spirit for He is the only one who can use it 

properly. 

8. This sword, which represents the revealed word of God, also focuses on the saving 

benefits of God’s word. Eph 5:25 
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Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; 
26 that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 

9. God’s Word is needed in order to know which battles to fight and how. 

10. To use this sword as an offensive weapon, surgery must first be done on ourselves. 

Heb 4:12-13 
For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing 
as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all 
things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 

11. This weapon took training and practice to use, especially if you are going to use it 

on yourself. 

 

Principle: Spiritual battles are best fought from the assurance of salvation. 

 

Command #40: Protect your thinking and be ready for battle. 

 

Eph 6:18 = Last Part of the Armor–Prayer 
 

With all prayer (PROSEUCH8 = 36x; to have before the face of; i.e. take into the throne of 

grace; a general term for prayer emphasizing the One prayed to) and petition (DE8SIS = 

18x; This is used primarily for intercessory prayer and has an urgency about it) pray 

(Pres Mid Ptc PROSEUCHOMAI = an ongoing process; having before the face of) at all 

times (KAIROS = seasons) in the Spirit, and with this in view (objective), be on the alert 

(Pres Act Ptc AGRUPNEW = 4x; ongoing, to be sleepless, watchful; don’t get robes set 

on fire; Mark 13:33 & Luke 21:36 Jesus urged this of the disciples in the Tribulation) with 

all perseverance (PROSKARTER8SIS = 1x; verb used multiple times; to endure with 

strength) and petition (DE8SIS) for all the saints, 
 

6:18 L.T. = With all prayer and petition praying at all seasons in the Spirit, and with this 

in view, being on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 
 

Summary: 

1. Prayer is the most valuable and important weapon in our arsenal. Php 4:6-7 
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

2. It is to be an outgrowth filling by the Spirit and is definitely a part of the wise walk. 

Eph 5:15-19 

3. Prayer is to be consistent and watchful. 

4. It should include others and ourselves. 

5. Some prayers from this section: 

 A.  To be spiritually awake to our surroundings. 

B. Put on the armor of God and keep it on. 

C.. We must pray for training and preparation. 

D. Courage for the battle. 

E. For others who are part of the Body, as we are in the same army at this time on 

earth. 

F. For perseverance in prayer. 
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6. Have we decided that we do not want to be lukewarm? 

7. Have we prayed about it? 

8. Do we realize that involvement usually comes before attitude? 
 

Principle: This Christian military force should pray for one another. 

 

Some Daily Disciplines: 

1. Belt of Truth represents consistent Bible Study. (Knowledge) 

2. Breastplate of Righteousness recognizes Eternal Security and honorable behavior. 

(Courage) 

3. The Sandals indicate an evangelistic attitude that stands firm when confronted. 

(Involvement) 

4. The Shield represents the knowledge and belief in the word enough to apply it. 

(Trust) 

5. The Helmet tells us that the biggest battle is in our own mind. (Attitude)  

6. The Spirit’s Sword indicates to take the offense.  (Action) 

7. Cover it all with prayer. (Communication with God) 

 

Eph 6:19 = Personal Request 
 

and pray (inferred from context) on my behalf, in order that utterance (LOGOS) may be 

given (Pres Act Subj DIDWMI = potential) to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known 

(Aor Act Inf GNWRIDZW) with boldness (EN PARR8SIA = 31x; not just boldness but 

clarity; confidence) the mystery of the gospel, 
 

6:19 L.T. = and pray on my behalf, in order that a word may be given to me in the 

opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 
 

Summary: 

1. It is a valid part of the Christian Life to ask for prayer for oneself. 

2. One of the boldest communicators of the Word in history lets others know that he 

too needs prayer. 

3. Paul’s first priority was not for deliverance from his circumstances but rather 

boldness in them. 

4. Boldness: 

 A.  In Christ it exists if we will use it. Eph 3:11-13 
This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our 

Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him. 13 Therefore I 
ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.  

B.  We need to pray for it. Php 1:19-21 
For I know that this shall turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I shall not be 

put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ shall even now, as always, be 
exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.  

C.  Is how we are to approach the throne of grace. Heb 4:16 

Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and may find grace to help in time of need.  
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 D.  Is how our faith, hope and love should function. Heb 10:19-25 

Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 
20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a sincere 
heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and 
our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another 
to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.  

 E.  Is rewarded by God. Heb 10:35-36 

Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you have 
need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was 
promised.  

 F.  Is how we should stand in front of the Lord. 1 John 2:28 

And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and 
not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.  

 G.  Is a measure of our love for God. 1 John 4:15-20 
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 And 
we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the 
one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17 By this, love is perfected 

with us, that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are 
we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear 
involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. 19 We love, because He 
first loved us.  

 H.  Leads to humble confidence in prayer. 1 John 5:13-14 
These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that 

you may know that you have eternal life. 14 And this is the confidence which we have before 
Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  

5. Remember that boldness is laced with grace. 

 

Principle: Along with perseverance pray for boldness. 

 

 Would you pray for others in our church to have boldness? 

 Would you pray for other believers to have boldness? 

 Would you pray for yourself to have boldness? 

 Are you too weak/shy? 

 Are you lacking in things with which to conduct your ministry? 

 It is not by your might, nor your power, but by the Spirit says the Lord. Zech 4:6 

 Will we stand firm or stand naked? 

 Will we polish our armor or get some scratches on it? 

 

Eph 6:20 = Paul’s Circumstances 
 

for which (the mystery of the Gospel) I am an ambassador (Pres Act Ind PRESBEUW = 2x; 

2 Cor 5:20; an elder, older men were chosen as Ambassadors) in chains (first Roman 

imprisonment); that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly (Aor Mid Subj PARR8SIADZOMAI = 

9x; to speak boldly, 7x in Acts; only here and in 1 Thes 2:2 outside of Acts), as I ought 

(Pres  DEI = obligation) to speak. 
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6:20 L.T. = for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak 

boldly, as I ought to speak. 
 

Summary: 

1. Putting on the full armor of God prepares us for service as ambassadors.  

2 Cor 5:20-21 (But we still may be hesitant.) 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on 
our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

2. Our love for the Lord needs to reach the stage where it will override our fears.  

1 John 4:18 

3. Paul in prison wants more boldness in presenting the gospel. 

4. The full armor prepares us to tell others about our friend. 

 

Principle: As Believers we are Ambassadors which should lead to the bold and clear 

exposition of truth. 

 

 How bold would we be if we were locked up for the cause of Christ? 

 How bold are you now, not being locked up? 

When will we walk out of the prison of fear and get involved in the conflict and 

assignment that He has called us to? 

 

Ephesians 6:21-22 

Peace through Communication 

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 

C. The Walk of the Church–Peace (4:1–6:24) 

1. Peace in the Church (4:1-16) 

2. Peace of Soul (4:17-24) 

3. Peace with your Neighbor (4:25-32) 

4. Peace with God (5:1-2) 

5. Peace in your Lifestyle (5:3-14) 

6. Peace in Worship (5:15-21) 

7. Peace in Marriage (5:22-33) 

8. Peace in Family (6:1-4) 

9. Peace in Vocation (6:5-9) 

10. Peace through Strength (6:10-20) 

11. Peace through Communication (6:21-22) 

 

Eph 6:21 = Report to Ephesus on Condition 
 

But that you also may know (Perf Act Subj OIDA) about my circumstances, how I am doing 

(Pres Act Ind PRASSW = practice, not just doing something), Tychicus (almost parallels 

Col 4:7-8), the beloved brother (position of love in Jesus Christ) and faithful minister 

(PISTOS + DIAKONOS) in the Lord, will make everything known (Fut Act Ind GNWRIDZW) to 
you. 
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6:21 L.T. = But that you also may know about my circumstances, how I am doing, 

Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make everything 

known to you. 
 

Summary: 

1. Tychicus was Paul’s personal representative to the churches in Ephesus and 

Colossae and probably other Asian churches too. 

2. Later he was also the possible relief pastor for Titus in Crete. Titus 3:12 

3. But is sent instead to Ephesus to relieve Timothy. 1 Tim 4:12 

4. Tychicus was a reliable person whom Paul could entrust with these important 

messages. 

5. Paul commissioned Tychicus to inform the churches of the more personal matters of 

his incarceration. 

6. Thus he was also a man known for his honesty so that he would not minimize nor 

inflate what was really happening. 

7. Christian leaders need men around them who are faithful ministers to the Lord that 

are reliable and can be trusted to carry out needed tasks. 

 

Principle: Those with leadership gifts need trusted associates to help spread the 

message of Christ. 
 

Eph 6:22 =  Tychichus’ Purpose 
 
And I have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know about us, and that he 

may comfort (Aor Act Sub PARAKALEW = comfort, call alongside) your hearts. 
 

6:22 L.T. = And I have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know 

about us, and that he may comfort your hearts. 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul knew they might be discouraged when they heard about him so he sent an 

encourager. Cf. Eph 3:13 
Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.  

2. Paul, the Shepherd, is concerned for the attitude of the saints. 

3. He is also willing to do something about it. 

4. A true servant of God willingly suffers for others. 
(False shepherds often ask others to suffer for them.) 

5. Notice that he communicates his circumstances, seeking not to minimize or 

exaggerate them. 

 

Principle: Honorable messengers seek to relay truth and not fiction. 

 

Ephesians 6:23-24 

Peace and Grace 

 

A. Grace and Peace (1:1-2) 

B.  The Calling of the Church–Grace (1:3–3:21) 
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C. The Walk of the Church–Peace (4:1–6:24) 

1. Peace in the Church (4:1-16) 

2. Peace of Soul (4:17-24) 

3. Peace with your Neighbor (4:25-32) 

4. Peace with God (5:1-2) 

5. Peace in your Lifestyle (5:3-14) 

6. Peace in Worship (5:15-21) 

7. Peace in Marriage (5:22-33) 

8. Peace in Family (6:1-4) 

9. Peace in Vocation (6:5-9) 

10. Peace through Strength (6:10-20) 

11. Peace through Communication (6:21-22) 

12. Peace and Grace (6:23-24) 

 

Eph 6:23 =  Closing Remarks–Peace 
 

Peace (EIR8N8) be to the brethren, and love (AGAP8) with faith (PISTIS), From God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

6:23 L.T. = Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul closes out this epistle with a summary of Chapters 4–6. 

2. He desires us to possess: 

a.  Peace in the church. 4:1-6 

b. Peace of soul. 4:17-24 

c. Peace with your neighbor 4:25-32 

d. Peace with God. 5:1-2 

e.  Peace in your lifestyle. 5:3-14 

f.    Peace in worship. 5:15-21 

g.   Peace in marriage.   5:22-33 

h. Peace in family. 6:1-4 

i. Peace in vocation.   6:5-9 

j. Peace through strength. 6:10-20 

k. Peace through communication. 6:21-22 

3. He also wants us to display love: 

a. Because of our position in Christ. 1:6 

b. That is based on God’s love for us. 2:4 

c. In our daily walk. 5:2 

d. In our marriages. 5:25, 28, 33 

e. To one another. 1:15 

f.    Since we are rooted and grounded in it. 3:17 

g. In order to know the love of Christ. 3:19 

h. So that we may he patient with One Another. 4:2 

i.    So that we may properly speak the truth. 4:15 

j.    So that the Body may be edified. 4:16 

k. This love is to be based on faith in His plan. 
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4. The Reasons: 

a. So that we may be commended 1:15 

b. Because we have been saved by it 2:8 

c. So that we may have boldness 3:12 

d. So that Christ may dwell in our hearts 3:17 

e. So that we function with one object of Faith 4:5 

f.    Until we all attain the unity of the Faith 4-13 

g.   So that we may have a shield 6:16 

5. Peace is the message we are to spread. 

6. Love is how we are to spread it. 

7. Faith in Him is what keeps us going. 

 

Principle: Peace, love and faith for us are the desires of the Father and Son. 

 

Eph 6:24 = More Grace 
 

Grace be (The Grace) with all those who love (Pres Act Ptc AGAPAW = as a lifestyle, not 

hit and miss) our Lord Jesus Christ with a love incorruptible (APHTHARSIA = 7x; not 

subject to corruption or decay, not tainted with contaminants or running down; 

APHTHARTOS = 8x; adj; incorruptible; modifies the previous “love”). 
 

6:24 L.T. = Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with a love 

incorruptible. 
 

Summary: 

1. Paul prays for grace for those whose lifestyle is one of love for the Lord. cf. 1:2 

2. Believers should come to appreciate this grace: 

a. Because of our position in Him it is worthy of praise. 

b. Because of its richness. 1:7; 2:7 

c. Because we are saved by it. 2:5,8 

d. Because we live in the age of it. 3:2 

e. Because of the potential for service by it. 3:7 

f.    Because of its impact or personal evangelism. 3:8 

g.   Because we all share in it. 4:7 

h. Because we are to spread it. 4:29 

3. God is incorruptible. Rom 1:23; 1 Tim 1:17 

Rom 1:22-23 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the 
incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed 

animals and crawling creatures. 1 Tim 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.  

4. So our new birth is from incorruptible seed. 1 Pet 1:23 
for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through 
the living and abiding word of God. 

5. We need to seek to be incorruptible in our life. 1 Pet 3:3-4 
And let not your adornment be merely external —  braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, 

or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable 
quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. 

6. This is measured by an incorruptible love for our Lord right now. Eph 6:24 
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7. In eternity, we will be incorruptible. 1 Cor 15:42-58 
So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an 

imperishable body; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is 
raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural 
body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a 
living soul." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but 
the natural; then the spiritual. 47 The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is 
from heaven. 48 As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so 
also are those who are heavenly. 49 And just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 50 Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood 

cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 
Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable must put on 

the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 But when this perishable will 

have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come 
about the saying that is written, "Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 "O death, where is your 
victory? O death, where is your sting?" 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the 
law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.  

8. The gospel brings this fact to light.  2 Tim 1:10 
but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death, 

and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,  

9. Our rewards are incorruptible. 1 Cor 9:25; 1 Pet 1:4 

1 Pet 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will 
not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through 

faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  1 Cor 9:25 And everyone who 
competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a 

perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.  

 

Principle: Love plus grace displayed in faith, hope and love results in peace wherein we 

might glorify God through praise in our thoughts, speech, and actions. 
 


